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Ytthstn suffers minor heart attach 

1 (AP),-- Russian President Bods N. Yeltsin left work 

Wednesday suffering .from chest pains that wear described as a "minor 

■ o*. #nack " by ha office .and several news agenda. However, the 
. Knsnan term for heart attack is commonly used to refer to a broad range 

- fiwn chest pains to heart failure. Russia's most popular 

PPopo a n^^ home aftoreoeiviog a medical li o n, and 

■' ^ r^orted. A thorough medical explanation of his ailment was 

not available. The Russian government's news agency, die TASS news 
• secretary in Mr. Yeltsin's office raid the- 60-year-oM 
po®“jjw aiffoeda. “minor heart anadt."Tbe independent Interfax news 
ag«Ky called a a “cardiac insufficiency." Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman and 

- ““°™*ti®n Agency said the. president’s condition was not 
. KSioa® enough bo prevent him from giving a scheduled speech to die 

Kts*v?fj legKlature Thursday . His press secretary, Pavel Voshchanov. said 
Mr. YW!^ s afljMnt was less serous than a bean attack. Td rather say 
, ” feh ..f n f pain m the heart," Mr. Voshchanov told the Associated 
m ifee -morning he told his secretary that be was not feeling wdL 
BW ne came out erf the office himself and got into the car that took him 

■ borne. Mr. Vosbcbanov said. 
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Soviets hope Iran can offer help 

NICOSIA (AP) — A Soviet envoy met with President Hashetni 
Hafiainj ani of Iran Wednesday and expressed his hope that Tehran could 
help Moscow economically, the official radio reported. "Your country can 
play an effective role in alleviating, the Soviet Union's economic 
problems,” Yevgeny Primakov was quoted as saying by Tehran Radio. 
Mr. Primakov, a special Middle East adviser to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, described Mr. Rafcanjani’s June 1990 visit to Moscow as a 
"turning point in the expansion of ties.” He told Mr. Rafeanjani that the 
Soviet tfeion hoped to overcome its economic problems through the 
establishment of an economic union and the assistance of friendly 
countries. Mr. Rafranjani replied that Iran was ready for broad 
cooperation, Tehran Radio said- "What is certain is that Iran wiB continue 
to welcome good, profound relations with its neighbour the USSR," he 
said. “We would be sorry to witness the estabfisbment of a situation 
enabling Western countries id exploit the conditions in your country." 
Over die past few years, the two countries have signed agreement for a 
joint gas pipeline, a steel plant to be built in Iran and a joint maritime 
company on die Black Sea. 
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-King congratulates 
Battle states 


: :t' AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty 
:: ^ ;Kag Hussein Wednesday sent 
O - caW». to the presidents' of - the 
f ' three Baltic -republics- to ‘con- 
^ gr amlat e them on their independ- 
^ ;;4nce. King>Hussem informed the 
'three presidents of the Jordanian 

- "government's decision to rccog- 
7 n&e the independence of the 

fhree republics 

ft. _ * „* 

King watches 
Jit /array exercises 

r .^WMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
~ 7*5 og Hussein watched mflitaiy 
•..'!! ; exercises performed by the Fifth 
..'f- Royal Mechanised Division and 
“ r 'die 12th Royal Armoured Djvi- 
skra. The King, accompanied by 
‘ -• ^ Army Chief of Staff Fathi Abu 
Taleb, watched the exercises 
^Tuesday evening and Wednesday 
Horning and heard a briefing on' 
the exercises' different stages by 
troop commanders. Tbe different 
■formations used live ammunition 
. m the field exercises while fighter 
jets and helicopters raided 
Zi -‘ -selected targets. King Hussein 
-inspected tiro participating troops 
• -• .and voiced his appreciation erf 
•*> their efforts. Attending the exer- 
- axes with the King were Their 
l^oyal Highnesses Prince Abdul-' 

- _iah Ibn Ai Hussein. Prince Faisal 

- • Ibn AI Hussein, Prince Tala! Ibn 

' • -u-: Mohammad and senior army 

ii i officers. 

: tranian officers 
•'■*•'1 sentenced to death 

^fcHRAN (R) — A court has 
sentenced to death two prison 
.officers who ordered soldiers to 

- . -rjr MU an inmate who escaped, a 
-* \ ct Tehran newspaper said. Kayhan 

4- •; daily said the court acquitted five 

- soldiers who captured the prison- 
er and beat ium to death on the 
orders of Captain AsadollafrRos- 

, ■ .. tami arid Lieutenant Ebrahira 
Mirzad. Mebdi Kbeiavar escaped 
from prison ra&Ntmavand, north-, 
east of Tehran, where he was 
being held on assault and battery 
charges. . 


give 

'ar.ee 


. r -. Soviet fjod convoy 
• arrives m 
Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
second big supply convoy from 
tile Soviet Union in three days 
has arrived in Afghanistan car- 
rying food, feel, chemkals. and 
fertilisers, Afghanistan's official 
Bakbtar news agency reported 
Wednesday. The caravan of 870 
vehicles arrived m die southwest- 
era city of Lashkargab in Hel- 
mfcnd province on Monday after 
towelling from Tofghundi on the. 
Soviet border. On Sunday, 230 
vehicles brought 2,700 tonnes of 
wheat, sugar, soap, cooking oil 
add feel to Kabul where prices 
h^veshbt up recently due to fears 
of shortages during die doming 
winter. ■ " 
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King Fahd 
honours Thatcher 

NICOSIA (R) — Former British 
Pnqite Minister Margaret Tbatch- 
er'-Tuesday lunched, with Saudi 
Arabian King Fahd. The. Saudi 
Press Agency said the monarch 
awarded her the King Abdnl Azrz 
Sagj of the First Decree during a 
cepem on y at Iris AI Hamra guest 
palace m Jeddah. It' gave no 
farther de rails . Mrs. Thatcher's 
office in London said her visit to 
Saottfi Arabia was part' of : a pri- 
vate trip that had already- taken 
her'to China, Japan, Hong Kong 
B»t Bntaei. 

Asad, UAE 
president 
hold talks 

DAMASCUS (R) — United 
Arab Emirates President Sbeilch 
Zayed Best Saltan AI Nahayan 
and- Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad resumed talks Wednesday 
oh the situation in the Gulf and 
bilateral cooperation. Officials 
said . Sheikh Zayed, who arrived. 
i&; Damascus from Cairo Tocs- 
day'/ ahd Assad alto ffij^nssed 
ways of pcomotiog Arab solidar- 
ity,- The UAE tender had two 
tottods of talks Ihcsdtey wish Mr. 
Amtafc ^My meeting with my 
brother President Hafez _Al 
Afied allows ns- to exchange 
w^ontiietituatkmintheGutf 
w the latest developments in 
wt'Aah.^wj international are- 
ShSfch Zayed amd^in rc- 
jps jwhHtlinrt at Syrian news- 
oiB .Wednesday. 


U.S. moves forces to 
S. Arabia against Iraq 
in row over inspections 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States is sending war- 
planes into Sandi Arabia to press- 
ure Iraq to comply with the Gulf 
war ceasefire, the White House 
said Wednesday. 

The American warplanes 
would fly over Iraq to provide 
protective cover for U.N. heli- 
copters trying to uncover Iraq’s 
leftover arsenal. Defence De- 
partment' sources said. 

Tbe Pentagon sources, speak- 
ing privately, said one U.S. air 
wing would be flown into tire 
region, along with support forces 
to provide intelligence and seenr- 

fty- 

Meanwhile, Iraq was reported 
to be near agreement Wednesday 
on Security “Co until demands it 
permit U.N. inspection teams 
searching for weapons of pass 
destruction to fly over its territory 
without restrictions, diplomats 
said. 

White House nffitiah said tbe 
United States planned to move 
air force squadrons to Saudi Ara- 
bia to be ready to. strike Iraq ' 


quickly should Baghdad not com- 
ply. But they said the “alert 
order” was not an ultimatum but 
‘was a precautionary move in case 
the helicopter dispute was not 
strived. 

However, senior officials at the 
Unitqd Nations said they believed 
die threats were meant to remind 
Iraq to honour Security Council 
demands unconditionally and 
were not the start of a new 
military action. 

NBC News reported Wednes- 
day that the United States is* 
prepared to renew an attack on 
Iraq, perhaps within days, if 
Baghdad does not agree to foil 
and complete inspection of 
Weapons sites. 

The U.S. television network 
reported that thousands of U.S. 
troops have been alerted to pre- 
pare to go back to Saudi Arabia 
to be in place to attack Iraq. 

Some U.S. allies from the 
coalition feat fought Iraq in tbe 
Gulf war also are participating in 
the effort. White House officials 
said. One country was identified 


as Saudi Arabia, but others were 
not named. 

Tbe British government folly 
supports the U.S. plans, British 
officials said. 

But tbe officials said that while 
it was unlikely any British aircraft 
would be sent to join tbe U.S. 
units for tbe time being, military 
aircraft based in Turkey could 
easily be redeployed if necessary. 
The sources said the U.S. admi- 
nistration had kept in dose touch 
with tbe British government ab- 
out the proposed operation. 

The Security Council has 
drawn up plans to use warplanes 
and military escorts to back up 
U.N. weapons inspections in Iraq 
if Baghdad continues to refuse to 
cooperate with them, the U.N. 
chief said. 

The threat is the latest escala- 
tion of a simmering dispute over 
the U.N.'s demand to fly its own 
helicopters to. search for Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction, and 
Baghdad’s attempts to thwart the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baker meets Syrian leader with 
draft of letter of understanding 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
met' until President Hafez AI 
Assad Wednesday to discuss 
prospects for a; Middle East peace 
parley amid a U-S.-Israeli spat 
over aid to tire Jewish state and 
Syrian pessimism over his mo- 
tion. 

Presidential spokesman Jibran 
Kourieh <ffid not divulge the subjects 
discussed at the meeting. 

The meeting also was attended by 
Foreign Minister Farouq AI Sbana, 
new U.S. Ambassador in Damascus 
Christopher .Ross and John Kelly, an. 
assistant secretary of state for the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Baker, slowly laying the 
gro u ndwork for an historic Middle 
East peace conference, brought Presi- 
dent Assad written assurances to 
chncfa Syrian participation. 

His talks with Mr. Assad were' 
shaped by Syria’s obvious defight at a 

U-S.-Israefi row over loan guarantees 
and Jewish, settlements in occupied 
Arab territories. 

Foreign Munster Shares told the 
D am asc us media overnight that U.S. 
differences with Israel showed that 
Mr. Baker and President George 
Boh were serious about ending the 
four-decade-old Mhkfie East conftict- 
*■ U.S. officials travelling with Mr. 


Baker have implied that Washington 
will try to link approval for the 
guarantees to restrictions on Jewish 
settlement in the occupied territories. 

Syrian relations with the United 
States have improved beyond recog- 
nition since Mr. Baker s uc ceeded last 
year in brogiiig Syria into the U.S.- 
fed'affiance against Iraq. 

Mir. Baker’s talks hi Damascus 
were expected to focus mainly on the 
draft of the written assurances be has 
brought. 

Syria has agreed to attend the 
Middle East peace co nf erence, tenta- 
tively planned for October, but says it 
expects the conference to apply Un- 
ited Nations resolutions which rail for 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territory. 

Mr. Baker is negotiating similar 
assurances to afi the other central 
parties — Israel, Jordan, Egypt, 
Lebanon and Palestinians from the 
occupied territories. 

The letters deal with the format 
and grotmdrules for tbe conference. 
Mr. Baker says they will all be made 
public and the United States will give 
no s ec re t prom i ses. 

A U.S- official said Mr. Baker was 
bringing a draft letter for Mr. Assad 
and wanted to bear his comments. 
Bat he added: “We are not engaging 
in negotiations on every single fine in 
every one of these assurance docu- 


ments.” 

. Mr. Baker arrived in Damascus 
from Cairo after talks with Egyptian 
President Hosm Mubarak andtoriD go 
on to Jordan on Tbonday Jbefore 
returning to tbe United Stotes. He 
may make a second visit to Israel 
while in the region. 

In talks with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir on Monday and 
Tuesday, he rebuffed a request that 
no tartber strings be attached to tbe 
loan guarantees, which would give 
brae! access to $10 billion at pre- 
ferential interest. 

Israel needs tbe money to, absorb 
hundreds of thousands of Jewish iro- 
ns from the Soviet Union. 
President Bush has threatened to 
veto the guarantees if Congress 
approves mem before the peace con- 
ference meets. 

Mr. Baker told the Israelis Mr. 
Bush would not seek farther delays 
after January in congressional consid- 
eration of the guarantees, but would 
not give a promise to support them 
without conditions. 

State-controlled Syrian newspapers 
said Mr. Baker’s latest shuttle was 
approaching failure because of 
"land! intransigence.” 

"After seven exhausting trips to the 
region. American diplomacy tries to 

(Conthmed on pa g e 5). 


Jordan awaits Baker for 
formal assurances and 
talks on bilateral issues 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Fbr the first time in 
years, Jordanian officials 
Wednesday appeared to be at 
relative ease ahead of visit by an 
American official trying to 
arrange Arab-IsnteU peace talks 
against the backdrop of what is 
widely seen as a serious deter- 
mination on the part of Washing- 
ton to push for solutions to the 
Palestinian problem and tbe 
Arab-Israeti conflict. 

- The visit today of U.S. Secret- 
say of State Junes Baker comes 
die backdrop of a raging 1 
between the U.S. and 
Brad over Washington's quest to 
delay consideration of tbe Jewish 
state’s request for $10 biOion in 
loan guarantees until after peace 
negotiations begin, 

OfSdiSs voiced guarded option-* 
km that Mr. Baker, who arrives 
here from Damascus at midday, 
tnfl be carrying assurances ..that. 
Jordan was seelang from the U.S. 
ahead of the proposed Middle 
East peace c o nfe re n ce in Octo- 
ber. 

In addition, officials said they 
also expected the issue of Amer- 
ican aid to Jordan to be raised 
and an sgreeineat to be finalised 
under which fee siege at Aqaba 
port wifi be relaxed to allow . 
Jordan-bound cargo to come in 
without hindrance from tbe 
American-fed naval task force 
enforcing tbe international trade 


embargo imposed on Iraq after its 
Aug. 2, 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Tbe relative ease and guarded 
optimism among Jordanian offi- 
cials were generated by what is 
widely seen as determination and 
seriousness on the part of U.S. 
President George Bush to realise 
the objective of arranging the 
October peace conference. 

Jordan bas welcomed Mt. 
Bosh's request to Congress to 
delay discussions on Israel’s loan 
request and the president’s threat 
to use his veto to block the Israeli 
bid if the Jewish state’s suppor- 
ters in Washington sought to push 

fee issue through the legislative 
body. 

Officials say feat tbe U.S. has 
taken steps winch helped consoK- 
date the feeling that it was serious 
towards solving fee Palestinian 
problem and fee overall Arab-’ 
Israeli confect through a just and 
comprehensive peace settlement 

They point but that Mr. Baker, 
who met wife three Palestinian 
leaders in occtqxed Jerusalem 
Monday, had delivered to tbe trio 
a formal letter stating the Amer- 
ican position. Jordan expects a 
similar letter containing con- 
firmations of oral pledges made 
by Mr. Bush hfriisetf and' fee 
Secretary of State during his ear- 
lier swings through fee Middle 
East foOowingthe end of the Gulf 
war. In February. 

The fonnaHsatkm of fee Amer- 

(CoHtfncd on page 5) 


Hopes high 
for release 
of hostage 

BEIRUT (AP) — Iran’s news 
agency said Wednesday a West- 
ern hostage, probably Briton 
Jack Mann, was expected to be 
freed within hours and Syria's 
foreign minister said las was opti- 
mistic a captive would be freed. 

Tbe reports came amid a visit 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker to Damascus, tbe Syrian 
capital that ts fee now-traditional 
transit point homeward for hos- 
tages released' in Beirut. 

In Tehran. Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fares Bweiz said be 
would urge Lebanese judicial and 
security officials to press the 
search for four Iranians, missing 
since 1982, whose fete Tehran 
was linked to tbe Western hos- 
tage issue. 

The Islamic Republic New** 
Agency (IRNA) filed a three- 
paragraph report from a corres- 
pondent, datdined Beirut. The 
report said: 

“Another Western hostage in 
Beirut will be released in the next 
few hours, informed sources said 
here early Wednesday afternoon. 
“The sources added *it seems 
dot the retired British pilot Jack 
Mann stands a better chance of 
release among other Western 


“Jack: Mann, 77, was kidnap- 
ped in Beirut on May 12, 1989.” 
A knowlegeable source dose to 
fee Iranian embassy in Beirut 
said he was sore that Mr- Mann, a 

■ (Conthmed on page 5) 


Crown Prince urges regional realignment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan has called 

for a new stage of interaction at the 

regional level, particularly in die Mid- 
dle East. 

In an int e rview with die J ap a n ese 
NHK television. Prince Hassan said it 
had become necessary after the cold 
war period to start planning at region- 
al levels and to have dialogue be- 
tween regions and international com- 
mittees and organisations to develop 
these regions and tackle their prob- 
lems as a whole. 

“As far as the Middle East is 
concerned, each state in the region is 
tied by bilateral considerations at the 
time, either to Moscow or to 
Washington, or to European capitals, 
either a carry-over of the .old Anglo- 
French relationship or in the times of 
the cold war a cany-over erf the cold 
war politics of the U.S. and tbe 
USSR.” he said. Today there ts do 
balance of power in the cold war 
sense, and consequently we see free- 
dom and democracy sweeping the 


European theatre and now entering 
into the Asian theatre from Turkey to 
the bordera of China, the Asian 
Soviet republics, sovereign republics 
they will become, thinning each of 
them whether in the Baltic context or 
in the Asian context regionally. 

“Here in the Middle East we have 
the only region of tbe world which is 
still tied in one form or another to 
direct dialogue with Washington, 
with the OECD, with tbe EC and 
very little bang done to develop 
regional cooperation. I think it wfiT 
dawn on us very soon as a result of 
recent regional developments and I 
hope it will occur certainly in Japan 
and Europe and the states to planners 
that unless we are giv&n the same 
opportunity to dunk regionally, plur- 
alistically, not to agree necessarily 
with the same level of importance on 
ten points, or to disagree on occasion; 
it is going to be very difficult to 
contain the flashpoints of the Middle 
East by old practices of direct trilater- 
al relations or the old imperial slogan 


of divide and rule." 

Following are some of the NHK 
questions and die Crown Prince’s 
answers in the interview: 

Question: About tbe Mideast peace 
process it seemss that the moGt plausi- 
ble framework for Palestinian parti- 
cipation in die coming peace confer- 
ence is a joint Jordanian- Palestmian 
delegation. It seems to lead the way 
to the eventual resumption of the 
federation idea based on Mr. 
Reagan's proposal which had been 
discarded during the 80s. What is 
your view? 

Answer There are components: Tbe 
first is that the Palestinians have to 
choose their own representatives, and 
this has not yet emerged. Secondly, 
there have to be a dear division of 
labour if a Jordanian-Palestinian rep- 
resentation is to evolve. Clearly it is 
for the Palestinians to iHm« the date 
with the current issues in the occupied 
territories during the coming process; 
it is not for Jordan to do so other than 
in a role which is supportive of 


Palestinian rights. The third point — 
you mentioned federal arrangement 

— tins is not fee time. I think it is 

premature and nowise to discuss the 
future of Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship because this immediately 
raises suspicion that Jordan has ambi- 
tions. Jordan’s sole ambition, sole 
hope, effectively, is to see the rever- 
sal of occupation and to see the 
recognition of Palestinian rights. 
What happens then in terms of 
Jordanian-Palestinian relationship is 
clearly the choice of the people. 

Q: It seems very unlikely that the 
Palestinians will refuse participating 
in the conference only because the 
PLO is excluded, as the PLO as such 
is excluded from the process. But if 
that happens, in case that happens, is 
the Kingdom ready to go alone? 

A: There will never.be any considera- 
tion of Jordan going it alone on behalf 
of the Palestinians. There is no, and 
never will be, a desire at any dime to 

(Codtinned on page 5) 


Masri working on cabinet reshuffle 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Tab- 
er Masri has started work on a 
government reshuffle intended at 
consolidating the cabinet's posi- 
tion in anticipation of Jordan 
attending the proposed Middle 
■ Fjmr peace conference between 
Arab states and Israel, informed 
sources said Wednesday. 

Mr. Masri has already beld pri- 
vate meetings with several cabinet 
members who might have to quit 
or be replaced before negotiations 
start, either in October or soon 
afterwards. 

Those ministers targetted for 
-change include technocrats, but 
the prime minister’s emphasis 
appears to be directed at tbe poli- 
tical members of the cabinet 
wlnSse position remains undear 
vis-a-vis the peace process, accord- 


ing to the sources. The change is 
not expected to include any mem- 
bers of Parliament who already 
hold cabinet posts. 

"Some ministers have given the 
premier their full support bnt 
there are others who expressed 
reservations over their ability to 
withstand public pressures which 
may arise when the peace talks 
begin," one of the sources said. 

The sources also said that the 
reshuffle is expected to produce a 
cabinet that is more representative 
of the different blocs in the Lower 
House of Parliament to ensure a 
more solid and consistent support 
for the government's policies. 

Mr. Masri, who heads a loose 
coalition of technocrats, leftists 
and establishment groups, is ex- 
pected to pat together a more 
stable and stronger government by 
incorporating Parliament mem- 
bers from the Constitution Bloc 
which bas grown to be the second 


largest bloc in the House with 18 
members. 

Tbe prime minister, who is him- 
self a deputy and member of the 
National Bloc, already has tbe full 
support of his bloc in Parliament 
and largely that of the Democratic 
Bloc, which has five serving minis- 
ters in the cabinet. 

The Democratic Bloc, the nuc- 
leus parliamentary group of the 
Jordan Arab National Democratic 
Alliance (J AND A), .has not yet 
taken a decision to remain in 
government if Jordan joins the 
peace talks. While some leaders of 
JANDA want to poll out of the 
government if and when peace 
talks start, the majority appears 
ready to remain in die cabinet 
provided tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and the 
Palestinians go along with 
American-led peace efforts. 

The Constitution Bloc appears 
to be ready to discuss participating 


in a reshuffled cabinet, but sources 
within the bloc say they have not 
yet been approached by Mr. Mas- 
ri. 

The reshuffle and the probable 
inclusion of members of the Con- 
stitution Bloc could affect tbe 
House speakership race within tbe 
Lower House, which is due to 
reconvene in October or Novem- 
ber. The speakership's contest will 
conversely affect the reshuffle it- 
self. 

The Nationalist Bloc, of which 
Mr. Masri is a member, recently 
elected Sulaiman Arar as its candi- 
date for speakership, while the 
Constitution Bloc has named its 
leader Tbouqan Hindawi as a con- 
tender for the same post. 

It is widely believed in the Con- 
stitution Bloc that Mr. Arar 
should withdraw in favour of Mr. 
Hindawi because the latter's bloc 

(Continued on page 5) 


‘Compromise’ reported 
over representation issue 


CARIO (R) — Israelis and 
Palestinians appear dose to a 
compromise over Palestinian rep- 
resentatives from occupied Jeru- 
salem that could remove a major 
obstacle to next month's prop- 
osed Middle East peace talks, 
diplomats said Wednesday. 

Promoted by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker at talks in 
Jerusalem Mondays, the prop- 
osed solution would allow both 
sides to daim that they have not 
compromised their principles. 

The Cairo-based diplomats 
said Israel agreed in principle to 
having Palestinian delegates from 
the two villages of Aizariya and 
Abu Dis, considered by Arabs to 
lie within Jerusalem, in a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
at tbe. proposed talks. 

The Jewish state insists that 
Arabs from East Jerusalem be 
excluded from the U.S.-Soviet 
sponsored peace conference but 
fee two villages are outside the 
“administrative boundaries” it 
has set for the city. 

“This proposal seems accept- 


able to both sides, tbe Arabs and 
fee Israelis; to get the talks 
started,” said one diplomat. “It’s 
the type of solution which could 
work and is currently being dis- 
cussed here with positive sig- 
nals.” 

The diplomats did not name 
leaders from the two villages that 
could be included in tbe negotiat- 
ing team. 

Among those born in Abu Iris 
is Ali Abu Hilal, a leader of the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP) who was 
allowed by Israel to return from 
exile last week in exchange for 
the body of an Israeli soldier held 
by the DFLP. 

His return led to speculation 
that be might join a team led by 
Faisal AI Husseini, who bas been 
negotiating with Mr. Baker on 
behalf of the Palestinians. Mr. 
Husseini would be excluded from 
the peace conference if. Israeli 
conditions prevail. 

But Mr. Abu Hilal was quoted 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis reject U.N. request 
to allow PNC members out 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Israel 
has rejected a U.N. request to 
allow members of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) from the 
occupied Arab territories to 
attend a crucial meeting in 
Algiers next week, a Palestinian 
official said Wednesday. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) last week asked 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar to help members 
of the PNC from the occupied 
territories, including Arab east 
Jerusalem, attend a co n fere n ce of 
the PNC on Sept. 23. 

“We have been informed that 
Israel, like always, bas rejected 
this," PNC speaker Sheikh Abdul 
Hameed AI Sayeb told Reuters. 

Israel bars its citizens and resi- 
dents of the occupied territories 
from dealing with fee PLO. 

The PNC conference is to de- 
cide wether to back a Middle East 
peace conference proposed by 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union next month. 

Around ISO of the 450-member 
council live under Israeli occupa- 
tion. They have bom unable to 
attend any of fee PNC meetings 
beld after Israel occupied fee 


West Bank during the 1967 war. 

Israelis gimmwi Agha 

Dr. Zakaria AI Agha, one of 
three Palestinians who met with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker this week, was ordered 
Wednesday to report to Israeli 
police for questioning on allega- 
tions he met with PLO officials. 

Arab reports said Dr. Agha, 
who heads the Arab Medical 
Association in fee occupied Gaza 
Strip, was told to report Thursday 
morning to the serious crimes 
squad in the Tel Aviv suburb of 
Petah Tikva. 

Dr. Agha could not immediate- 
ly be reached for comment 

Police late last month ques- 
tioned Jerusalem activist Faisal 
AI Husseini and Hanan Ashxawi, 
an English professor from the 
occupied West Bank, for the 
same reason. 

Neither was detained, and no 
charges were filed against them* 

Mr. Husseini, Ms. Asbrawi and 
Dr. Agha met wife Mr. Baker 
Monday. The three have been the 
main Palestinian representatives 
to meetings with Mr. Baker. 


U.S. speeds up delivery 
of urgent aid to Soviets 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
United States will speed up deliv- 
ery of S375 million worth of grain 
credits to the Soviet Um’on, Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Ivan Silayev 
said Wednesday after meeting in 
Moscow wife U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady. 

Tbe credits, which president 
Bush promised in order to help 
the Soviet Union avoid food shor- 
tages this winter, were to be 
provided in October as part of a 
$500 million installment of a total 
$1.5 billion package. 

Bnt the United States has 
agreed to provide the credits one 
month early-, Mr. Silayev 
told reporters in a joint statement 
with Mr. Brady after tbe meeting. 

'Today, the U.S. side found it 
possible for $375 million out of 
fee $500 million to be used in 
September,” Mr. Silayev said. 

Tbe white-haired, 60-year-old 
Silayev met for almost two hours 
with Mr. Brady and U.S. Federal 
Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan, who arrived in Mos- 
cow Tuesday on a two-day mis- 
sion to examine tbe Soviet eco- 
nomy. 

Before the meeting, Mr. 
Silayev told reporters be plans to 
quit his post m Boris Yeltsin’s 
Russian Federation government 
to lead a new committee that will 
run tbe national economy. 

The appointment as chairman 
of tbe inter- republic economic 
committee takes effect as soon as 
the republics sign a new economic 
agreement, which could be 
weeks, if not months, from now, 
Mr. Silayev said. 


The committee is a new struc- 
ture created by the former Soviet 
parliament following the hardline 
coup and the weakening of the 
central government. 

Meanwhile the former Com- 
munist Party newspaper Pravda 
issued a strong appeal to try the 
ringleaders of fee putsch in open 
court to ensure that the full truth 
about the plot emerged. 

It said in a front-page editorial 
that questions on Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s own role were among 
many riddles feat would remain 
unsolved unless the trial was 
open. 

Fourteen alleged ringleaders 
have been arrested so far and 
charged with treason. If found 
guilty, they may face fee firing 
squad. 

“If the junta is judged behind 
dose doors, it simply means it’s 
necessary for someone, that it 
suits someone, who then?" Prav- 
da commentator Georgy 
Oveharenko asked. 

Mr. Oveharenko said such 
doubts were strengthened by the 
indecision of the plotters, fee 
impression they may have been 
taking orders from someone else, 
and the fact they flew to meet Mr. 
Gorbachev when the coup col- 
lapsed instead of fleeing abroad. 

The putsch has thrown tbe 
Soviet Union into turmoil and led' 
to the destruction of the Com- 
munist Party as a political force. 
It has left Mr. Gorbachev strug- 
gling to bold the country together 
and push through tough reforms 
before the economy collapses. 


You are cordially invited to view 
a special showing of tbe hill collection of 

Bani Hamida Rugs 

for the Helsinki exhibit in October, 1991 
at 

The Bani Hamida House , 

Rainbow St. 
on 

Saturday, 21 September 
from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Tel.: 658696/7 
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Kiddle East News 



Emir heads for Washington; 
Kuwait wants more military help 


KUWAIT (R) — The emir of 
Kuwait headed for the United 
States Wednesday to give his 
country's thanks for ending Iraq's 
occupation — and his govern- 
ment said it wanted more military 
help from Washington. 

Kuwait said it would seek 
further military commitment 
from the United States once the 
two countries signed a 10-year 
pact to help protect the emirate. 

The emir. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad Al Sabah, left for Oman 
and Cairo on his way to Washing- 
ton, his first visit to the country 
which freed his emirate from 
seven months of Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 


Kuwait's Defence Minister Ali 
Sabah Al Salem AJ Sabah and 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney will sign the military pact 
in Washington Thursday. 

It will give U.S. troops access 
to Kuwaiti ports and allow them 
to train and conduct military ex- 
ercises with Kuwaiti forces. U.S. 
military equipment will also be 
stored in Kuwait. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdallah Al Sabah told parlia- 
ment Tuesday that Kuwait 
wanted to expand the provisions 
of the agreement. 

“I assure you that we have- 
done our best to get what we 
wanted,” he said. “Whoever 
reads the points of the agreement 
will realise that that was all what 
we could get from the United 
States." 


“I share the wishes of the 
people to reach an agreement 
with a lot more commitment and 
responsibility by the other side. 
Once implemented the dialogue 
uiU continue with the Americans 
to expand on the provisions of the 
agreement,” he said. 

Kuwait had hoped that the 
United States would keep perme- 
nant military ^ases in the emirate 
but Washington said it would 
only keep a naval presence in die 
Gulf. 


The United States is keeping 
1,500 troops in the emirate for a 
few more months. 

The crown prince said Kuwait 
was in contact with “Britain as 
well as France... they have voiced 
readiness to help Kuwait In mat- 
ters that preserve its security and 
stability." 

He did not elaborate, but Bri- 
tain has made it dear it does not 
want to keep troops in Kuwait. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem 
Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah told 
parliament with Washington 
would ensure “an effective rcrilit- 
aiy defence of Kuwait.. .and will 
be a deterrent for those who 
might think of attacking Kuwait 
again.” 

He said the agreement stipu- 
lated that Washington would “be 
committed to defending Kuwait, 
training Kuwaiti armed forces in 
the United States and in Kuwait, 
giving the needed advice on de- 
fence matters and providing the 
Kuwaiti armed forces with the 
needed equipment and services." 

The foreign minister — 
apparently trying to allay local 
and Arab fears — asserted the 
agreement was not an interfer- 
ence in the emirate's internal 
affairs. 

After 10 years, it could be 
renewed cm an annual basis. 
Either side could terminate it by 
notifying the other a year in 
advance. 

Sheikh Jaber arrived in Sala- 
lah, Oman, as part of his regional 
stops to discuss Gulf security 
arrangements before his meeting 
in Washington with President 
Bush. 

Sheikh Jaber was received by 
Sultan Qaboos in Salalah, the 
sultanate's summer capital on the 
southern flank of the Arabian 
Sea. The leaders held talks before 
the emir proceeded to Egypt later 
in the day for a meeting with 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

On Thursday, he beads to Syria 
for a meeting with President 
Hafez Al Assad and then goes to 


the United States where he is also 
to address the U.N. General 
assembly in New York on Sept. 
26. 

Post-war security arrangements 
for the oil-rich Gulf region are 
moving on three dimensions — 
Gulf; Arab and international 
through bilateral security pacts by 
the Gulf Arab states similar to 
the one that Kuwait is signing 
with the United States. 

Sheikh Jaber's talks with Sul- 
tan Qaboos were expected to deal 
with the role that Iraq can also 
play in the developing security 
arrangements. 

Among the member states of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — Kuwait, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates — the 
sultanate has stronger bonds with 
Tehran. Omani Foreign Mlnsiter 
Yousef Ben AJawi held talks 
there recently on the issue of 
security. 

GCC foreign m misters at a 
weekend meeting in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, welcomed de- 
velopment of friendly ties in va- 
rious domains with the Persian 
state to end the years of tension 
following the Islamic revolution 
of Ayatollah Rohollah Khom eini 
and the eight years of war be- 
tween Iran and Iraq, also an Arab 
state. 

The Sharjah-based Al Khaleej- 
dafly reported this week that Iran 
would sign economic and cultural 
agreements with the GCC simul- 
taneously with “non-a gg ression 
pacts on a collective or bilateral 
basis.” 

The issue of security domin- 
ated Sheikh Jaber's talks on his 
first forays from Kuwait since his 
country was freed. His first such 
visit was to Saudi Arabia for talks 
with King Fahd, following which 
he visited UAE, Qatar and 
Bahrain. 

Egypt and Syria are the two 
key non-GCC Arab states ex- 
pected to play a role in security 
arrangements. 


Vassiliou 

assails 

Denktash 


NICOSIA (API — President 
George Vassiliou Tuesday 
blamed Turkey and Cypriot lead- 
er Rauf Denktash for. sabotaging, 
plans to bold a U.S.-sponsored 
meeting on the Cyprus issue this 
month. 

In a televised address and 
panel discussions, Mr. Vassiliou 
blamed the torpedoing of the 
latest round of negotiations on 
Turkish Cypriots’ demand for 
“sovereignty." 

The island has been divided 
since a 1974 Athens-backed coup 
by Greek Cypriot supporters of 
union with Greece touched off an 
invasion by Turkish troops. 

Mr. Vassiliou said Mr. De- 
nktasb sabotaged the talks by 
reverting to old demands that he 
knew were unacceptable to the 
Greek Cypriot side. 

Instead of demanding “self- 
determination,” Mr. Denktash 
now was using the word 
“sovereignty" but that amounted 
to much the same thing — recog- 
nition of the breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state, Mr. Vassiliou said. 

Such a position made it im- 
possible for dialogue to develop, 
he said. 

Earlier in the summer U.S. 
President George Bush invited 
Turkish and Greek leaders to 
meet in the United States in 
September in a new initiative to 
solve the Cyprus problem. 

But last week Athens and Ank- 
ara agreed they had not narrowed 
their differences sufficiently, and 
U.N. Special Representative on 
Cyprus Oscar CamiUon acknow- 
ledged the meeting would not 
take place this month as sche- 
duled. 


‘Mossad allowed to question 
Palestinians in Norway 9 


OSLO, Norway (AP) — The 
Israeli intelligence agency Mos- 
sad was allowed to secretly ques- 
tion Palestinians In Norway, 
while apparently posing as 
Norwegian officials, according to 
an Oslo newspaper. 

The Aftenposten newspaper 
said at least three Mossad agents 
interrogated an unknown number 
of the 130 Palestinians who 
sought political asylum in Norway 
between November and Febru- 
ary, during the Gulf war crisis. 

The newspaper, which did not 
name sources, said Norwegian 
police and intelligence agents in- 
troduced the Mossad agents to 
the Palestinians only as “our col- 
leagues,” without mentioning 
that they were Israeli operatives. 

The report angered immigrant 
groups and many potititians, who 
called such practices an abuse of 
human rights and Norway’s 
obligation to protect refugees. 

Norwegian Justice Ministry 
spokesman KjeQ Solbem refused 
comment until Norwegian intelli- 
gence had delivered its own ver- 
sion. “But if this is true, it 
violates a lot of things,’’ be said. 

News reports said an interroga- 
tion under false pretences would 
violate international human 
rights agreements and, possibly, 
Norwegian law. 

Heini Ringel, of the Norwegian 
Association for Asylum Seekers, 
said the interrogation could en- 
danger the Palestinians if they 
return home. According to offi- 
cial figures, only 20 of 110 Palesti- 
nians who reached Norway last 
winter were granted asylum. 

“They (the Palestinians) are 
just as afraid of Mossad as any 
other group that might persecute 
them,” he said. “They shoold 


have been told they were talking 
to Mossad.” 

The newspaper quoted one 
Palestinian as saying that be 
would not have knowingly 
spoken to Mossad. . .« 

Mr. Ringel said he knew of one 
interrogation that appeared to fit 
Aftenposten’s description. “I 
think there is a lot of truth in the 
report,” he said. 

Paul Chaffey, a socialist mem- 
ber of parliament, said the report 
was especially disturbing because 
Mossad was blamed for the only 
known political murder in Nor- 
way. Six Israelis were convicted 
and eventually pardoned for the 
July 1973 tailing of a Moroccan 
waiter, which their defence de- 
scribed as an “accidental assas- 
sination.” 

Mr. Chaffey said be would 
demand a full explanation in par- 
liament and the resignation of 
Svdo UrdaJ, head of Norwegian 
intelligence, if Mr. Urdal bad 
authorised the Mossad interroga- 
tion. 

Mr. Urdal told Aftenposten 
that intelligence organisations 
cooperate to combat “interna- 
tional terrorism.” 

“I see cooperating with Israeli 
intelligence as natural and correct 
under some circumstances,’’ he 
said. 


Aftenposten said some re- 
fugees arriving in Norway this 
winter from Algeria and Tunisia 
said they had key assignments in 
various Palestinian groups, in- 
cluding the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO). 

The newspaper report said 
Mossad expressed a strong desire 
to question PLO members and 
that Norway “had a dear need 
for expert assistance.” 


U.N. to 
use U-2s 


to monitor 
Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United Nations plans to 
monitor Iraq’s weapons program- 
mes with U-2 spy planes backed 
by fighter escorts and by having 
allied troops guard inspectors if 
Iraq fails to cooperate, diplomats 
said Tuesday. 

The ultimatum marks tbelatest 
escalation of a simmering dispute 
over the United Nations' demand 
to fly its own helicopters to search 
for Iraqi weapons of mass des- 
truction, and Baghdad's attempts 
to thwart the overflights. 

Until last week, Iraq masted 
that only Iraqi beli copters and 
pilots could be used by U.N. 
inspectors to monitor the identi- 
fication and destruction of Iraq's 
long-range missiles and chemical, 
biological and nuclear weapons 
pr o gr am mes. 

On Monday, diplomats said, 
Iraq partially gave in by agreeing 
to allow U.N. inspectors to use 
three helicopters and crews don- 
ated by Germany , but at the same 
time imposing unacceptable res- 
trictions on their use. 

Baghdad wanted the flights li- 
mited to a two week-period and 
did not want the helicopters 
flown over parts of the Iraqi 
capital, they said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

U.N. officials said the Western 
allies — the United States, Bri- 
tain and France — are prepared 
to back the U.N weapons inspec- 
tors with multinational troops- 
and warplanes if Baghdad does 
not allow the U.N. helicopter 
overflights. 

Since the U-2s have already 
been flying over Iraq at over 
20,000 metres, well beyond effec- 
tive range of Iraqi air defences, 
the fighter escorts would be main- 
ly symbolic, said one diplomat. 

Referring to the U-2 over- 
flights, chief U.N. weapons ex- 
pert Rolf Ekens said last week 
that he has been receiving “high 
altitude” photographs of Iraq 
weekly, but U.N. helicopters are 
needed to check suspicious sites 
seen in the pictures. 

Hie U.N. offi cials expressed 
hope that Iraqi authorities will 
reach a compromise with the 
U.N. Special commission set up 
to oversee the destruction of 
Iraq’s nori-conyentibnal 
weapons. 

But they said the United 
States, Britain and France are 
determined to overcome Iraqi 
non-cooperation one way or the 
other. 

With U.S. president George 
Bush coming to address the U.N. 
General Assembly Monday, they 
said U.S. officials want to make 
sore that Baghdad is not seen to 
be openly defying the world 
body. 

Mr. Bush’s national security 
adviser, Brent Scowcroft, sajd in 
a televised interview Sunday that 
tire U.S. administration would 
not rule out the use of American 
troops if Iraq does not cooperate: 

“We’re looking at it very 
seriously, and we think it is im- 
portant that Iraq comply with 
resolutions of the Security Coun- 
cil,” he said. 

A delegation from the U.N. 
inspection commission, including 
Deputy Chairman Robert Galluc- 
d, is going to Baghdad tins week 
to seek to resolve the differences 
on the surveillance flights. 

U.N. diplomats said Mr. Gai- 
ned would inform Iraqi author- 
ities of the possibility of using 
multi-national forces to back up 
the insepetors if necessary, they 


The disagreement is the latest 
between the United Nations and 
Baghdad, which has obstructed 
U.N. efforts to enforce the cease- 
fire provisions calling for the dis- 
mantling of long-range missiles 
and weapons of mass destruction. 


Iraq asks ICRC to probe 
reports troops buried alive 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq has 
appealed to the Red Cross to 
investigate re ports in U.S. news- 
papers thaf American troops used 
tanks and earthmovers to bury 
thousands of Iraqi soldiers in 
their trenches, some of them 
alive. 

Foreign Minister Ahmad Hus- 
sein Khudayer made the call in a 
letter to the president of die 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said in a 
dispatch monitored in Cyprus. 

“Burying injured and unin- 
jured soldier? in common graves 
constitutes a horrend o us crime 
which is completely incompatible 
with the texts of the Geneva 
conventions,” the letter said. 

The Iraqi minister asked that 
“measures be taken to obtain 
complete information from the 
U.S. government and its compe- 
tent authorities on the location of 
the common graves." 

He said Iraq has prepared to 
cooperate in any investigation 


and alluded to reports in the 
Washington Post and New York 
Newsday published earlier this 
month. 

On Sept. 12 tiie Post reported 
that tanks and eauthmoveis of 
three brigades of the First Mecha- 
nised Infantry Division boned 
thousands of Iraqi soldiers in 
their trenches, some of them afive 
and firing their weapons. 

“I know burying people like 
that sounds pretty nasty,” Col- 
onel Lob Maggart, who led the 
first brigade in the assault daring 
the fir nl two days of ground fight- 
ing, told Newsday. 

“But it would be even nastier if 
we had to put our troops in the 
trenches and dean them out with 
bayonets.” 

No American was killed in tire 
operation. The Iraqi body count 
was estimated in the thousands. 

The tactic had not previously 
been reported to the American 
public. Reporters were banned 
from witnessing much of the ac- 
tion during the Gulf war. 


Ozal files libel suit 


ANKARA (AP) — President 
Turgut Ozal has filed a libel suit 
against a top-selling Turkish 
newspaper that published a letter 
Mr. Ozal purportedly sent to the 
U.S. ambassador eight years ago. 

Bilgm Yazidoglu, the family 
lawyer for the Ozals, called the 
letter published Tuesday by 
Sabah a fake and said the news- 
paper’s aim was to create the 
impression Mr. Ozal was serving 
U.S. interests. 

In the letter allegedly sent to 
then U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Strausz-Hupe, Mr. Ozal express- 
ed gratitude for the ambassador’s 
role in the election victory eight 
years ago of Mr. Ozal's Mother- 
land Party. 

Presidential spokesman Kaya 
Toperi also said the letter was a 
fake and contended the newspap- 
er had published it in an attempt 
to damage the Motherland Party 
in the scheduled Oct. 20 elec- 
tions. 

Mr, Ozal acted with unusual 
swiftness, fifing the suit the same 
day that the letter was published. 
The suit seeks five billion liras 
(about SI million) in damages, a 
record request in Turkey. 

Sabah duly editor Mehmet 
Bakar said the newspaper was 
satisfied with the explanation of 
the author of its report that he 
had received the document “from 
an important person.” Mr. Bakar 


said the journalist would reply to 
the libel accusations in the news- 
paper. 

In the letter, Mr. Ozal alleged- 
ly wrote, “I and my associates ... 
are folly aware that the enormous 
joy and satisfaction (over the 
landslide victory) would hardly 
have been posable without the 
helping hand of a good friend.” 

“For this reason I cannot re- 
frain from expressing our respect 
and gratitude to you and other 
friends who have contributed to 
our victory,” continued the let- 
ter. 

Mr. Toperi, the presidential 
spokesman, said police experts 
established the signature on the 
letter was forged and that the 
party then was not using the logo 
that appears on the letter. 

Mr. Toperi also said he had 
talked with the retired ambassa- 
dor who said be could not re- 
member receiving the letter. 

The 1983 elections were held 
after a three-year military rale. 
The Motherland Party, one of 
three parties allowed to contend, 
won a landslide victory over the 
Nationalist Democracy Party, 
which was favoured by the out- 
going generals. 

Mr. Ozal served continuously 
as prime minister until he was 
elected president in 1989 by tire 
Motherland-dominated parlia- 
ment. 


Ethiopia sees new clashes 
between guerrilla groups 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Fierce 
dashes erupted among Ethiopian 
guerrilla factions, threatening the 
stability of die joint government 
which took power in the war-tom 
country nearly three months ago. 

Information Minister Dima 
Noggo Tuesday confirmed re- 
ports of fighting between the 
Ethiopian People’s Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF), 
based in the north, and the Oro- 
mo Liberation Front (OLF), rep- 
resenting the largest ethnic 
group. 

OLF offices were dosed and 
Oromo activists rounded up and 
killed by EPRDF forces in recent 
weeks, said Mr. Dima, himself a 
senior member of the OLF. 

He was unable to give further 
details, but the dashes appeared 
to be motivated by ethnic rival- 
ries. 


Banditry and ethnic fighting 
have disrupted food aid convoys 
to hundreds of thousands of 
Somali and Ethiopian refugees in 
the famine-hit Ogaden region, re- 
lief officials said. 

Widespread conflict threatens 
to tear apart the alliance of 
groups which formed a new tran- 
sitional government after the 
EPRDF overthrew dictator Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam’s government 
last May. 

“Suspicion and mistrust are 
bound to crop up now and then 
during the sort of transition 
period in which we find 
ourselves,” CoL Dima said. 

Many factions complain the 
EPRDF dominates the new gov- 
ernment, - which has adopted a 
charter promising that human 
rights will be protected and free 
elections held in 1993. 


A huge battle this month be- 
tween warriors from the nomadic 
Afar tribe and EPRDF forces 
also left 400 dead. United Na- 
tions sources said. 

The clash occurred after 
EPRDF troops were sent to the 
Afar region of Danakil, a desert 
region near the Red Sea, after 12 
dvfijaus were kilted near the port 
of Assab. 


An alliance of Oromo and 
Somali groups appears to be 
forming in the new parliament 
which could act as a counterba- 
lance to domination by the north- 
ern Amhara and Tigre ethnic 
factious who control the EPRDF. 

“We are cautiously optimistic a 
democratic order wfll prevail in 
the country in the long ran,” Mr. 
Dima said. 


Iraq ‘committed to repay creditor*’ 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq stands by its cOrmrBfmeets to ttHfituxifoo 
lent it tip to S65 biffion before the Golf crisis* Ftnucc Munster 
Majid Abed Jaafar said Tuesday. Mr. Jaaftr told foe Imp Newi 
Agency that Iraq was cur re n c y lefr an ung fr om te pa^gintexerfar 
principal on its debts because of world economic ttnetroro ag&ftu 


his country and a freeze on Iraqi assets in foreign banks. lta$g 
committed to settling its debts tf the blockade aimed and its seam 


unfrozen, be told the age nc y ten dis p atch monitored mCypg^ 


Before the Gulf crisis erupted m Avgust 1990, Irtq'f debt 
estimated at between S50 billion and $65 bfflion, tacrednig 
S30 billioa owed to Golf sates. Iraq fcD heavily info debt " 
eight-year war with Iran, wtricbcraJed with a 1 
ceasefire in August 1988. 


OiC summit set for Dec. "9-12 fan 


DAKAR (R) — The Organisation of the Ma n ic 
(OIC) will hold its sixth summit from Dec. 9-12 fit 'S 
official Mamadou Wabab Tafia said Tuesday. B efite 
time that the 45-member organisation, which r e prese nts the woftj 
Muslim community, has held a summit in sub-Saharan Africa ifece 
it was founded 20 yean ago. 



Sudan refused overflight of two SAA 



JOHANNESBURG (R) — Sudan refused two South 
Airliners penntsson to fly over the country, forcing one to 
to London and tire other to make a detour to the west, an tirijoe. « ? 
official said Tuesday. Leon Eb, a spokesman for sure-run So$& .*• 
African Airways (SAA) said Sudanese air traffic controfiers n 
no reason for tire sudden decision to turn away the Boeing 74 
flying south from London and north from Joha nnesbu r g . Ug 
earlier tins year, SAA routed afi flights between Johannesburg ofo 
London over tire Atlantic Ocean for 28 years because uwsi African .. 
countries dosed their airspace to South Africa rn protest agaiacr 
apartheid. “The overland routes began to open up to us tins yekr ■ " 
cutting two hours off the flying time,” Mr. Els said. He 
Monday night’s southbound flight SA-239. which i nc lud ed Sowt n , 
African boring world champion Brian Mitchell among its p&ssen-' 
gets, returned to London after 316 hours flying. “The pilot cbedb * 
in with the traffic controllers of each country as be flies south a&G 


foe Sudanese suddenly announced that they bad no clearance fnnj{ 
kL "It was too late then to take the wester^ I V 


this flight,” Mr. Els sash 
route,” he said. He said a northbound flight from Johannesburg 
early on Tuesday was forced to fly a more westerly course to av0k 
Sudan. A foreign ministry spokesman said there was no immediate 
explanation for Sudan's decision to reject the South African flights. 


Algerian group seeks aid for T uaregs 


ALGIERS (R) — An Algerian welfare group called Tuesday ix 
urgent help to send medical teams to treat Tuareg nomads fleeraj 
fighting in Mali. Thousands of people have crossed into southeri 
Algeria to escape the fighting which started last year betwep 
Malian forces and Tuaregs seeking autonomy. Medical authorities 
this mouth said cholera had broken out among the refugees. Its 
welfare group SOS Nejda (National Aid Association for People ji 
D istress) saad on Tuesday, it needed logistical help to sept 
volunteers now standing by to go to the area. The group's leader 
Smail Bonfirina, told Algeria’s official news agency APS that Jf. 
doctors and 30 medical auxiliaries were ready to leave at £e 
moment. But they needed four-wheel drive vehicles, field hospital 
and other help because the refugee camps are so remote. OioteK 
has been reported in the desert town of Adrar, 2,500 kilometre 
south of Algiers. Contaminated wells in the Borj Baji mokhta 
area, 400 kilome tr es further south, have been seated. The Tuareg 
movement, tire Azaoned Popular Liberation Front, has appeals 
to Algeria for help for 230,000 refugees. Algeria has said it i 
sending relief supplies. 


Syrian airline to resume Tehran flights 


NICOSIA (R) — Syrian Arab Airlines will resume flights It 
Tehran next week, tire official Iranian news agency IRNA 
monitored in Cyprus, said Tuesday. The twice-weekly flights wen 
suspended in January because of the Golf war, it said. 


Bush meets ‘friendly fire’ families 


WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush Tuesday tok 
families of British soldiers killed m tire Gulf war that their lover 


ones made “the ultimate contribution” to victory and would neve 
be forgotten. Of 47 British dead during the Gulf conflict, nine wen 
killed by American “friendly fire” when U.S. a-10 planes mis 
takenly attacked two British armoured vehicles in Iraq on Feb. 27 
the last day of a 100-hour ground war against Iraq’s occupation Q ■ 
Kuwait. “On behalf of the American people, I wanted to expres 
our sorrow and our very personal appreciation for the sacrifices b 
your loved ones made in the Gulf. Our hearts and prayers go out fr 
you,” Mr. Bush said. The president’s remarks were dosed 9 


reporters and a transcript of them was later released by Whig 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater. F 

Emir presents U.S. with land in Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — The emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A 
Ahmad Al Sabah, presented the United States with a piece of Ian 
for a new embassy, the official Kuwait news agency said Tuesday , 
It quoted the minister of state for Enriri court affaire, Nass*i 
Mohammad Al Sabah, as saying that the emir has instructed iff- 
government to allot a piece of land in Mishref, one of the cilf 
suburbs. The minister told KUNA the land was “a gift from da 
Kuwaiti people to foe friendly American people” in appredatrei.: 
for the role the United States played in freeing the emirate fro6 
the seven-month Iraqi occupation. On officials at the U.S. erabas* •.* 
could be reached for comment. The seaside U.S. embasv 
compound was not heavily damaged during the occupation, ba 
American offiaals have been seeking land for a new embassy sid6 
before the war, in order to upgrade facilities and provide hast 
security. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tefc 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1840 Snorky 

1&30 Lcs Chevaliers dcCSd 

1WW Ncwsin French 

19:15 Documentary 

Ufc3l News in Hebrew 

28:88 News in Arabic 

3fe38 The Family Man 

21:1® Outlaws 

ZMO ..... News in English 

222 # 

Movie of the week: ‘'The Miniver story" 


FBAVEB TIMES 


Temssanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annuncia tion Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathelk Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Intcraathmal Church. Tel. 
827981. 685326. 

EvuRgeBcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church at Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 823824 and 654932. 
Church of the Nazarene Td. 675691. 
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WEATHER 

1231 .. 
1642 .. 
J 8.-48 .. 


Bulletin supplied by the Departmental 
Meteorology. 

2845 .. 

CHURCHES 

Gradual drop in temperatures will 
take place and winds wtU be north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
wffl be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


SL Mary of P fcare fl i Cfasnh Smdfidi 
Tel. 810740 

Assnablies ef God Church, Td. 

«i3Z785. 

SL Jnuph Cbore* Td. 624590. 

C berth of the Anatmcidien Td. 
637440. 

Dc b Sale Chu r ch Td. 661757 


Min./nun. temp. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba 23/36 

Deserts 17/34 

Jordan Valley 21/35 


Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 


man 32, Aqaha 36. Humk&ty readings; 
Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 36 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 

numbers 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yabya Abdul Rahim 736072 

Dr. Khali] AI Jabafi ....740740 

Dr. Ahmad Al Namur 653934 

Dr. Salman AlDaboubi 776751 

Firm pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

Al Safaua pharmacy ....... 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shiwnsara pharmacy 637660 

ORBED: 

Dr. All Al Omari (-,) 

AlSharaa’ pharmacy (985238) 

ZARQAr 

Dr. Abdul Karim Kbasbashneh .. { — ) 


KhaHfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Departm en t 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Room 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Fotiec 192.621111.637777 

Hrc Brigade... 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Po&oc 896390 

Public Security Department .... 63 0321 

Hotel COmpfariols 605800 

Price Complaints .......... 661176 

Water 2nd Sewerage 
ComplaiDts ....................... 897467 

Amman MtmkqnEiy 
GamptaifitE ....................... 787111 

Telephone Information 4 

(directory assistance} 12r 

Overseas Cafis 010230 

Central Amman' Telephone 

623101 

iH Telephone Repairs ..... 661101 
Jordan Television 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

WaiCt A uthori ty 680100 

Jordan E l ca ri crty Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FBgm Information 08-53200 

Oneea AEa IntL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

HoSttm Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaHdl Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity. J.Anm.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity......... 642362 

Malhaa, J. Amman ..... 636140 

Pblestioc.Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

Umvenity Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Itfamic. Abdali ........ 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi, AbdaC 664164/6 

Ita&an.Al-Mutaajrceii ........ 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 773111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

OttCM Alia Hospital ... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 


. (09)983323 
. (09)900560 
. (09)986732 
— (09)990990 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital ... 

Zaroa National Hospital 

Dm aim Hospital 

AlHikm a Modem Hospital 
IKBDh 

PrpCf« Rmro i Hnwitnl 
Greek Cathofic Hospital 
Ibn Al Nofccs Hospital 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital ... (03)314111 
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IKING RECEIVES VISITORS — ffis 

1 Majesty King Hussein Wednesday received at the 
’'Royal Coart a U.S. Congress delegation crarrentiy 
getting. Jordan as past of a tour of the region. 
MwBdon in the meeting centred on U.S. efforts 
to convene a Middle East jteace co nf erence. The 
meeting was attended by the Stag's mifitaiy 
advisor, ffis Royal H ^inw Prince Talal Ben 


Mohammad, and the American ambassador in 
Amman, Roger Harrison. The King also received 
visiting British Deputy Under-secretary of State 
for Middle East and African Affairs Patrick 
F ahw e ai her. King Hussein and Mr. Fail-weather 
*"*■■ 1 ^ views on developments h the peace 
'process. The meeting was a tt ended by the British 
ambassador to Jordan. 


' Tuareg 


Controversy over bacteria 
levels leads to milk shortage 




TliiiSS 




«P Ki-'f- 


By Nnr Sati . 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A controversy 
between farmers and the Dan- 
ish Dairy Company has led to a 
^shortage of longlife Danish 
Daily milk on the market, leav- 
.. ing many milk lovers to took 
for substitutes. 

■! According to Danish Daily 
..-officials, longlife milk cannot 
„be produced because farmers 
; are bringing in milk of poor 
^-'quality. 

Meanwhile, burners -are left 
..with milk that has been re- 
jected by the company, 
J. : mgmngthat tbe milk is in good 
."condition. ' ; 

Danish Daily production 
..manager Mohammad Abn L 
-,SaJah said that tbe .company 
has been rejecting fanners'" 
raffle because of its ted quality, 
namely high levels of bacteria 
in the milk. 

“Longlife milk should be. of 
•higher quality (than other 
types of milk). We always ask 
the cooperative society to 
supply ns with more milk bat 
they supply us with low quality 
(milk),” he said. 

. According to Jordanian reg- 
. illations, the maximum bacter- 
ia level acceptable in tinlk is 4 
, million parts per container. 

, Fanners are bringing m milk 
with bacteria levels three times 
acceptable levels. In fact, one 
.of the farms as recorded as 
having a bacteria level of 120 
million, according to data 
*beet kept by the Danish Dairy 
JCompany. 
m Sami Abu Bakr, (Erector of 
9 the Zarka Cooperative Society 
for Cattle Breeders, said, “The 
dairy company rcfnses all our 
pi'lk while this milk is accept- 
able for other daily co m pa n ies. 


We have sent samples to be 
tested at University of Jordan 
and the result was good/* 
However, Mr. Abu Bakr de- 
clined to name any of tbe dairy 
a companies that have 
accepted the fanners' milk. 

■” According to Jordanian gov- 
ernment specifications, he con- 
tinned, the test for fresh milk is 
the PH degree which shows 
acidity. 

“Danish Dairy tests oar miD^ 
with two different tests, the 
alcoholic and polime tests. We 
. are not used to them,” Mr. 
Abu Baker said. 

. “Ifwe acceptthebadmflk.it 
is our responsibility, Mr. Abu 
Sateh toid the Jordan. Times. 
Danish dairy arid the coopera- 
.. live society have been going 
. badc and forth, each side ex- 
plaining their positions to one 

another. 

“We explained to tbe coop- 
- eratrve society and .showed 
them tire tests,” be said. “We 
are not the first technicians 
using this test to check the 
quality of the milk.” 

As a result of the con- 
troversy, fanners are not ready 
to supply Danish Dairy with 
more quantities of milk be- 
cause they are afraid of the 
tests,” Mr. Abu Salah said. 

Mri Abu Bakr, however, 
said that milk would be sup- 
plied but ft has to be according 
to a written contract and not 
requests over the phone. 

“If the dairy company wants 
to have another contract, we 
win agree to supply them with 
more milk.” 

Tbe issue of high levels of 
bacteria in the milk does not 
mean the cows are iD or mal- 
nourished, according to Mr. 
Abu Salah. The problem arises 
because of hygenic reasons 


from the time tbe cow is 
milked to when the milk 
reaches the dairy companies, 
said Mr. Abu Salah, who de- 
clined to elaborate further. 

Mr. Abu Baker, who says be 
has visited farmers and in- 
structed them on hygienic 
methods, told the Jordan 
Times that the hygiene stan- 
dards were acceptable. 

“I would say that about 80 
per cent of the farms are in 
good condition hygjenicaUy,” 
Mr. Abo Bakr said. Although 
refrigerated tracks are not 
used, “cooling tanks are used 
to transport the milk,” he 
added. 

. Since the beginning of this 
month, the production level of 
Danish Dairy is about 35 to 20 
per cent below- demand, creat- 
ing a shortage on the market. 

Tbe Ministry of Agriculture, 
according to Dr. Ghasoub 
Assali, the undersecretary's 
assistant is not involved m the. 
issue. 

“What I heard,” Dr. Assali 
said, “is that the fanners are 
saying they would like an in- 
vestigation to judge the milk.” 

Meanwhile, supermarkets 
are out of Danish Dairy milk 
and say they are having prob- 
lems with customers “who al- 
ways wait for the milk to arrive 
and get upset when ft does 
not,” according to Barq Super- 
market Manager Kaxnal Al- 
Barq. 

Safeway, however, is getting 
constant supplies because of a 
contract with the daily com- 
pany, according to Manager 
Ibrahim Darkasian. 

Up to now, according to 
Ministry of Agriculture offi- 
cials, there is no investigation 
of the problem. 


Royal Decree 
establishes 
Jordanian 
Investment 
Corporation 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
decree was issued here Wednes- 
day approving a Jordanian law on 
establishing the Jordanian Invest- 
ment Corporation (JIC). 

According to tbe Royal decree, 
the corporation’s funds comprise 
the government’s shares in va- 
rious companies, the pension 
fond and other organisations to 
be grouped under the JIC 
umbrella. 

It said that the corporation will 
function in accordance with the 
government general investments 
policies to achieve socio- 
economic development. Tbe cor- 
poration can (foal in shares in 
various projects, proride aid to 
industrial businesses and crafts- 
men, encourage income- 
generating projects and get in- 
volved in other enterprises that 
would contribute to tbe country's 
development. 

The Corporation, which is 
directly linked to the Finance 
Ministry, will be governed by a 
board drafted by the Finance 
minister, according to the decree. 

It added that the corporation 
will enjoy all the facilities and 
exemptions offered to various 
government offices. 

The corporation, according to 
the Royal Decree, will take over 
all activities of the pension fund 
which has been operating since 
1976. Tbe pension fund's assets 
will be turned over to the new 
corporation. 


Symposium 
discusses 
ways of 
helping 
diabetics 

AMMAN (Petra) — A sympo- 
sium on diabetes held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
Wednesday .discussed ways of 
helping ah estimated 150,000 di- 
abetics in Jordan through coop- 
eration among tbe various health 
services and the community. 

Addressing the opening session 
was Dr. Mohammad A1 Zahiri, 
president of the Jordanian Socie- 
ty for Diabetics, who urged tbe 
Health Ministry and various orga- 
nisations caring for diabetics to 
draw up a national strategy to 
deal with the situation. 

Dr. Zahiri outlined the socie- 
ty's activities to serve diabetics 
and to improve services to the 
patients. Coordination through 
the various organisations under 
the Health Ministry is a must In 
order to provide the best treat- 
ment fox tbe patients, Dt. Zahiri 
said. 

Health Minister Mamdouh 
Abbadi, who opened the meet- 
ings, told the audience that di- 
abetes is one of tbe main health 
problems facing mankind at pre- 
sent. The world currently has 
nearly 60 million diabetics. There 
is no core for tbe condition, he 
said. 
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TJ.N. mission to help plan 
; Jordan's population programme 




By Nldal M. Ibrahim 

*■ ’ Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A mission from 
' the United Nations Population 
' Fund (UNPF) will arrive in 
Jordan Friday to -begin a 
month-long study and help the 
-government plan the next 
[ phase of its national" popula- 
tion programme, an ' official 
-with the agency said Wednes- 
day- 

.* The mission, which is being 
-.sent from UNPF headquarters 
Jin New York, wfll seek to 
wfestabtish a -concrete strategic 
framework for tbe national 
population programme work- 
ing jointy with the govero- 
„ ment,” according to a pros 
-'release from UNPF offices in 
• Amman. . 

-V Among the missions’ many 
t^oaJs is “help the government 
'-establish sefl-reliancc in the 
Simulation and implementa- 


'I 


end activities,’* according to a 
v r source who requested anonym- 
&-y: :■ . •-■ 

■^-Aao&ef goal of .the mission 
* ^ establish short, middle 
pand. long-term' “quantifiable” 
Jgoahfbr population control" 
•jpftb that can be measured and 
1 : can be seen . and can be 
. proved” thc souroe saidL - 
Forwcample, reducing the 
; ^Tonality rate cottid be one of 
Lite goafs, the source raid. 

ite the influx of over 
returnees, from Kuwait 


and other' Guff states, the mis- 
sion will not specifically study 
their impact on Jordan's 
population strategy. 

“The returnees have a great 
impact on the demographic 
situation here in the Kingdom 
and we are studying tbe de- 
morgraphic situation as a 
whole,” the source said. “Pm 
sure all the -progress 
and development wfll be in- 
cluded.” . 

Xn this way, the effect of the 
rehimees will indfcixtly be stu- 
died by the mission, the source 
priced , 

Yet another goal of the mis- 
sion will be to coordinate activ- 
ity by various government and. 

non-governmental agencies in 
directing their programmes to 
conform to the overall national 
population strategy, the sbtnue 
said. 

Tbe mission will include ex- 
perts in population and de- 
velopment fields who wfll cov- 
er areas such as demographic 
data, collection, analysis, dis- 
semination and utilisation of 
infbnnatkm for research and 
policy formulation. : 

The study will also assess 
and try to strengthen such 
programmes as mother and 
child health care and birth 



Mission members will meet 
with officials at the ministries 
of rt-uramg and health and 
Othm senior government re- 
presentatives, tbe source said. 


Muslim world prepares to 
celebrate prophet's birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan, 
along with the Arab and Muslim 
World, Friday celebrates Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday and the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs has arranged for' religious 
celebrations around die country. 

The main celebration is to be 
held at the King Abdullah Mos- 
que Thursday afternoon under 
the patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

. On tbe eve of tbe anniversary, 
the ministry issued a statement 
urging Muslims to follow in the 
footsteps of the Prophet in word 
and spirit. 

To mark tbe occasion, the 
ministry organised a march in 
downtown Amman Wednesday 
in cooperation with tbe Ministry 
of Education and tbe brass bands 
of tiie Jordanian Armed Forces. 


Taking part in the march, 
which moved along tire main 
streets downtown, were several 
scout organisations, children 
chanting religious and national 
songs and the Armed Forces 


Tbe marchers carried posters 
as they walked from the Samir A1 
Rifai schools until the Hashemieh 
Plaza. 

A senior Ministry of Awqaf 
official addressed the marchers at- 
tire plaza where various scouts 
gathered along with officials from 
several ministries. 

Amman Governor Issa A1 
Omari Wednesday ordered the 
closure of all liquor stores, bars 
and night clubs as of 5 p.m.. 
Thursday till Saturday morning in 
observance of the occasion. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

£ An exhibition of naive painting from Germany at Abdel 
Shomttrt Fotffldatioe Gallery, 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Omar Bsoid at the French Cattnral 
. Centre. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN UMM UTHAINA , 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, telephone. All services are 
available. 

For further Information call 645850 


Crown Prince, Masri meet 
European delegation, stress need 

for them to help peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday urged European 
countries to view the Middle East 
as a regional unit and to help it 
achieve development and prog- 
ress. 

Scarcity of resources in general 
and water in particular rails for 
Europe's contribution^ towards 
finding regional solutions, the 
Crown Prince said at a meeting 
with a delegation representing 
socialist parties in Europe led by 
G. Spitales. - 

Priiree Hassan discussed with 
the delegation the ongoing efforts 
to achieve peace in the Middle 
East as well as security for the 
Mediterranean region. He also 
reviewed agreements which the 
Kingdom has concluded with the 
European Community. 

Prime Minister Taher Masri 
met tbe European delegation ear- 
ner in tbe day and tokl them that 
Jordan attaches great importance 
to the role of the European coun- 
tries and their contribution to the 
peace process. Mr. Masri said be 
hoped that Socialist International 
ran play a leading role in this 
respect. 

Jordan hopes to achieve a just 
and durable peace in the region 
with the help of Europeans 
through the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions, the Prime Minis ter said. 



His Royal H igh ness Crown Prince Hassan Wednes day meets with a delegation representing European 
socialist parties (Petra photo) 


Mr. G. Spitales commended 
Jordan's role in the peace process 
and said that the Kingdom's en- 
deavours to implement U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 is appreciated* 

Mr. Spitales and his delegation 
met with Speaker of the Senate 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi, who called on 


Socialist Internationa] to play an 
active role in putting an end to 
the suffering of the Palestinian 
people by helping to establish 
peace and security in the Middle 
East. 

Mr. Lawzi said that Israel's 
expansionist policy represents a 
real threat to peace in the region. 


He added that the delegation's 
visit is of special importance at 
this time because ft coincides with 
a tour of the region by tbe U.S. 
Secretary of State. 

Relations between Jordan and 
European countries and bilateral 
cooperation in economic affairs 
were reviewed at the meeting. 


Grand jury indicts Jordanian man 
in long-distance fraud scheme 


RICHMOND, VA. (AP) — A 
Jordanian man has been indicted 
by a federal grand jury in a 
long-distance fraud scheme that 
circumvented an Israeli ban on 
telephone communciations be- 
tween the occupied territories 
and Arab countries. 

Omar Said Barak at. who lives 
in Richmond, Va., was charged 
Monday in U.S. District Court in 
a 13-count indictment with one 
charge of conspiracy to defraud, 
10 charges of wire fraud, and one 
charge each of fraud in connec- 
tion with access devices and use 
of false social security numbers. 

Mr. Barakat would use the 
telephone lines to connect callers 


in Israel and Arab countries 
who wanted to talk to each other, 
authorities said. 

Authorities said the act in itself 
is not illegal, but in many cases 
the telephone bills were never 
paid and the people setting up the 
communications links often used 
fraudulent means when renting 
the telephone equipment. 

Mr. Barakat, 27, who used 
various aliases, allegedly owes 
Chesapeake and Potomac Tele- 
phone Co. of Virginia and Amer- 
ican: Telephone and Telegraph 
Co. at least $14,000 for 1,800 
phone calls made from his apart- 
ment daring a two-week period in 
Jnly, authorities said. 


The defendant also has been 
charged in Richmond Circuit 
Court on a separate' telephone 
fraud charge. He is being held in 
the city jail pending proceeding in 
U.S. District Court. 

Federal authorities allege that 
Mr. Barakat ran a private tele- 
phone switching station from his 
apartment from early July until 
he was arrested later that month. 

Mr. Barakat operated tbe 
fraudulent telephone scheme in 
other cities as well, most recently 
in Raleigh, N.C., the federal 
document charged. 

As part of the operation, Mr, 
Barakat and unnamed co- 
conspirators would rent a small 


office or apartment and under a 
fictitious name arrange for multi- 
line telephone service with con- 
ference call capability, according 
to tile indictment. 

Mr. Barakat and the others 
would operate tbe switching sta- 
tion for a month and flee just as 
the phone bills were due, the 
indictment alleges. 

As part of the conspiracy, Mr. 
Barakat would set up telephone 
communications between tbe 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Arab countries — including 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Jordan 
and Syria — by routing calls 
through cities in the United 
States. 


Milk is perfect 
for your 
health 


• -, • •; r >•-. ,;V\ ifefc .. ; 


Did you know that 1/2 litre of 
fresh milk gives you 1/3 of the 
body's protein requirments. 

Milk also contains the highest 
calcium content , and gives 
the body the vitamins needed 
A,B1,B2, C and D. 


\HAMMOUPEH7 milk is good for you. 
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More than money at stake 

THERE IS more than meets the eye in the test of wills 
between U.S. President George Bush and Israeli Prime 
Minis ter Yitzhak S hamir and the Jewish lobbyists. Obvious- 
ly the implications of the confrontation between the U.S. 
and Israel are far reaching and go beyond the $10 billion 
loan guarantees, themselves. What lies at the centre of the 
raging storm is the administration’s resolve to crack once 
and perhaps for all the Zionist grip on the decision-making 
process in Washington. This Israeli syndrome had taken a 
heavy toll on the national I n terest s of the U.S. already, and 
it is only natural that one day the American people would 
move to pot an end to this disproportionate power that 
Israel and its supporters and apologists enjoy In the U.S. 
with 85% of the American people supporting their president 
on this issue, Mr. Bosh can effectively call the shots. 

From the Arab point of view and in the context of the 
ongoing U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s peace 
mission to the Middle East, the tug-of-war between Messrs. 
Bush and Shamir pots the resolve and ability of the U.S. to 
broker peace in the region to the ultimate test. Should 
President Bnsh bow to Israeli in timidati ons and Jewish 
ftnats, he would send the unmistakable signal that in the 
final analysis be would not be able to deliver mi his pledge to 
bring his nation’s prestige to bear on the course of events in 
this area. 

The euphoria and optimism generated already by the! 
dear will of President Busb not to let himself be cowed as so 
many American presidents had done in the past, however, 
cannot be sustained if there is humiliating compr om ise in 
the pipeline. The current talk about a six-point compromise 
formula to end the deadlock makes the Arabs fed somewhat 
uncomfortable and insecure, since such a scenario might 
become the wrong model for Arab-Isradi talks themselves. 
The Arab side certainly does not want to compromise over 
principles contained in U.N. resolutions, upon which these 
talks will be based, dot would we want to see the Americans 
reach compromises with the Israelis over them should the 
talks become deadlocked. 

Likewise, there would be no comfort in the idea of finking 
the loan guarantees just to freezing the settlement program- 
me in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. One has to be utterly 
naive not to comprehend that a simple accountmg manipula- 
tion can satisfy such a transient objective while at the same 
time diverting funds to the continuous settlement construc- 
tion on Arab lands. Who is to check if die bfifious acquired 
through the sought loans would not release funds from 
Israel’s state budget earmarked for other purposes to 
service the Israeli colonisation campaign? Besides, why 
trade money for something which has already been declared 
by the U.S. and others as inherently Illegal and contrary to 
international law especially the fourth Geneva Convention? 
This is nothing but extortion and intimidation on the pot off 
the Israelis and their supporters. 

On the eve of Mr. Baker’s seventh trip to the region and 
his sixth to Jordan, we call on the U.S. president and bis 
secretary of state to cement their resolve and stand firm m 
the face of Israeli tactics to undermine every American 
effort to establish peace and stability in the area. Only such 
determination and exorcise of political wifi could save the 
day for the parties concerned and strengthen the confidence 
of everybody, intending Israelis, in American seriousness 
and even-handedness. Leaving the foie of peace to Mr. 
Shamir and tike-minded Israeli leaders would simply not do 
as the loss of so many opportunities in the past has 
demonstrated time and again. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ARAB masses are demanding that the United States adopt a firm 
stand with regard to the implementation of international legitima- 
ry concerning the Palestine question and Arab-kraeG conflict, 
said A1 Ra*i Arabic daily Wednesday. If President George Bosh 
and his secretary of state succeed in forcing the Israelis to accept 
the idea of peace and the implementation of the U.N. Security 
Co until resolutions then Washington will achieve a major victory, 
and the whole region will triumph, said the paper. Bat, it said, if 
the Zionist lobby has the upper hand in thk affair and forces the 
United States administration to retreat from the path of genuine 
and lasting peace, the whole region will suffer and the Bush 
administrtion will be dealt a defeat. The influence which Israel 
and the Zionist lobby have had so for on the U.S. administrations 
has weakened Washington's position in the Middle East region 
over the past three decades, the paper said. But, it said, in view of 
the regional and international developments, the U.S. administra- 
tion can no longer oondone the Israeli government's illegal actions 
which foster hatred and the desire for revenge among the peoples 
of the region. What the Arab masses demand from the Bush 
administration, the paper added, is a stand not less firm than that 
with which Washington confronted Iraq for its occupation of 
Kuwait. 

Sawt 41 Shaab daily considered the U.S. administration's offer of 
a compromise to Israel on the question of loan guarantees as a 
dear bias towards the Jewish state which is an ally of the United 
States. The paper said that the assurances given to Israel by the 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker can only be interpreted as 
siding with the Israeli stand. The U.S. administration, the paper 
said, had at no time stood or is prepared to stand firm in the face 
of Israel’s intransigence. We had always stressed the need for the 
U.S. administration to exercise pressure on Israel if it is really 
determined to force it to respect the international legitimacy and 
implement U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, said 
the paper. But, it added, in light of the U.S. assurances to Israel 
we can see that Washington has not moved one step forward 
towards die peace process, but, on the contrary, has displayed its 
total Was towards Israel. Furthermore, said the paper, foe U.S. 
admioistratioD does not demand from Israel to withdraw from 
occupied Arab land m implementation of U.N. resolutions and 
does not wish to see the Palestinians enjoying the right to 
setf-de termination or creating their own state m P alestine. 


Realism and creativeness are the watch words 
for meeting the peace challenge head on 



THE U.S. administration must be commended for its genuine 
drive to achieve peace in the Middle East region. No-one with a 
dear conscience should doubt the sincerity of both President 
George Bush and Secretary James Baker in wanting to make 
progress towards peace. 

Both men have devoted much of their effort and time to the 
pursuit of peace in this troubled part of the world. In addition, the 
two statesmen are putting their political careers at risk in their 
quest for peace. “I don’t care even if I get one vote,” the 
president bravely said alluding to Jewish lobbyists’ strength and 
bullying of American congressmen. 

Only a bigot would drink that the president has anything in 
mind except the American people’s interest in a lasting peace in 
the region. 

Secretary Baker, the man responsible for running the foreign 
affairs of the U.S. superpower, has devoted a considerable 
amount of his time and energy shuttling in the Middle East, at 
times taking abuse, in a mission he believes to be sacred. 

Both the president and the secretary deserve our support. Not 
only that. Arab backing should manifest itself in concrete actions. 
The rhetoric in our media about U.S. ill-intentions should be 
countered, because it is counter-productive at best. 

Furthermore, verbal support for U.S. policies is not enough. 
The U.S. administration in its fight with the Jewish and pro-Israeli 
lobby in the U.S. needs from the Arabs a lot more than 


Bj Abdullah Hasanac 

lip-service. 

There are many steps that Arab governments can take to show 
their backing for foe administration's stance and thus embarrass 
the Israelis for their intransigence. An Arab peaceful assault 
should manifest itself in pledges and actions. Can’t rich Arab 
states for example announce their wflfingness to finance the cost 
of a peaceful solution to the Palestinian problem and foe wider 
Arab- Israeli conflict that is based on Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territories? There have been reports that Saadi 
Arabia has secretly pledged $20 billion to finance foe cost of 
peace, if and when it came. Why, if his true, can’t the Saudis and 
other Arab Gulf states make their position public? And, if the 
reports are not true, why can't our richer Arabs think along these 
lines in order to give peace* chance? Amounts like $20 biOion are 
peanuts compared to the actual costs of the Gulf war. Besides if 
the liberation of Kuwait could be brought with money, wouldn’t it 
be fair to buy the occupied Arab territories without firing a single 
bullet? 

On the other hand, what would the Arabs , lose if they 
announced their intention to unilaterally reduce the number of 
their armed forces? In fact they would probably gain modi from 
doing so. For one thing, they would create pressure on the Israelis 
to reciprocate. Second, they would free funds much seeded for 
development. It is a weH-known fact that the Arab armies cannot 
in the foreseeable f u t ur e at least match foe Israeli military 


machine, nor could our armies develop ui qeairty in eo aplea 
isolation from Arab societies that are either backward and 
illiterate or s trick en with poverty and famine - 

These are only two of many p oss ib le steps tint Arab govern- 
ments, can take to enhance forir standing as a*y fetort pew* 
talks. Moreover, these are measures thffl are only finked *© Israel 
withdrawal. In other words, they are ncm- binding if fow purpose 
is « a tt ai ned. 

President Hosra Mubarak of Egypt is reported to Mm warned 
the Palestinians that Che train for a peaceful setttemcmis moving , 
and they would be left behind if they <fid not. taka k « time. 1 
Palestinians and other Arabs joining the ride should at least 
attempt to join with dignity. It could be true that the defeat and 
tounfliatiogtrflraq were intended as defeat aodhuatiliatiopftff eg 
Arabs. However, military defeats need not mean pofitkal 
setbacks. 

- In the conflict with Israel, the whole world, indodmg tfae U.S., 
suppor t s Palestinian political rights and a peaceful settlement 
based on Security Council resolutions as demanded by foe Arabs. 
We’ need only to be bold and courageous in our quest for peace, ft 
trill not matter an iota if we repeated our e ti e fae s and slogans for 
the billionth time. What makes change is new ideas and a 
different approach from what we have thus for been used to. 

The writer is a member of the Jordan Tones editorial staff. $ 


Israeli civilian settlements on Arab 
land illegal under international law 


By Lu’ayy M. Rimawi 

THE Middle East, an arena for 
incessant hostilities, has always 
been a dominant concern for foe 
international community. Never- 
theless, it is regrettable to witness 
international law so subservient 
to parochial national expediency. 
Hie upholding of international 
law as an independent and indi- 
visible notion has been in the 
balance in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis:- Sadly, one may remain 
uneasy at the variable ardour 
with which the Security Conned 
has sought to implement its re- 
solutions there. The council’s lax- 
ity in working out an equitable 
solution, tinged with political re- 
tarding tactics exercised by many 
parts of that equation, has always 
nourished the intractable status 
quo. 

The air of opt imi sm shared 
currently by many parties in the 
Middle East, albeit very tenuous, 
is at least progress. Admittedly, 
the suffering encountered there 
run in a vicious circle, where 
condemning one party without 
reproaching the other is no longer 
feasible. Nonetheless, foe con- 
tinuation of unbridled Israeli 
practices in foe occupied territor- 
ies can still endanger the viability 
of such embryonic optimism. 

The establishment of Israeli 
civilian settlements on Arab land 
in foe occupied territories is un- 
lawful under international law. 
Israel has persistently floated in- 
ternational rules regarding this 
issue, and never heeded foe out- 
raged international community. 
The adoption of such attitudes as 
part of national policy, by Israel 
(or indeed, by airy otter country) 
not only jeopardises the fun- 
damental fabric of humanitarian 
international law, but also embar- 
rasses the ’’civilisation” 
approaching the new millennial. 

In tins essay, the legality of 
those settlements will be consi- 
dered according to the norms of 
international law. 

The Israeli occupied territories 
include the West Bank of Jordan 
(encompassing East Jerusalem 
formally annexed by Israel in 
1980) the Gaza Strip and the 
annexed Golan Heights. Israel’s 
control by force over that area is 
not sanctioned by international 
agreement. 

It has been suggested in the 
British military wiannak that an 
occupation fakes place when “a 
locality is in possesion and where 
die occupant sets up a temporary 
administration.'' (Israeli judicial 
practices have accepted both the 
Britsh and foe American military 
manuals as part of the Israeli 
municipal law. Thereafter, the 
laws on occupation enshrined in 
die laws of war, viz., the Jus ad 
bellum (rules of international law 
governing the legality of the use 
of force by states) and jus in bdlo 
(rules of international law reg- 
ulating the conduct of hostilities, 
once force has been used) are 
expected to be implemented. 
Laws of war draw no distinction 
between a lawful and an unlawful 
occupation. Neither is their appli- 
-cability affected by the. character- 
isation of die actual hostilities as 
a state of war, or mere use of 
force. 

Hie Israeli occupation is tech- 
nically characterised as a "bel- 
ligerent occupation." According 
to Professor Roberts, belligerent 
occupation, in its strict sense: "is 

(a) an occupation which is con- 
ducted by belligerent states; (b) 
results iu the occupation of a 
territory of an enemy belligerent 
stale and; (c) takes place, before 
any general armistice is con- 





duded." 

Protecting foe civilian popula- 
tion from the opposition of foe 
occupant and "limiting (his) fac- 
tual power," has been the land- 
mark of the law on belligerent 
occnpation. 

Generally speaking, the most 
relevant international conven- 
tions concerning occupation are; 
the 1907 Hague Regulations; the 
1949 Geneva Convention IV (it 
has been suggested that it is a 
“people-oriented convention" 
ratter than a “territory-oriented” 
one) and the 1977 Geneva Pro- 
tocol I. 

Israeli legal literature and 
conits have accepted the de jure 
applicability of 1907 Hague ’Reg- 
ulations. Nevertheless, Israel has 
strenuously contended the de 
jure applies bdity of the 1949 
Geneva Convention IV, and only 
conceded to applying de facto its 
"humanitarian provisions.’' 

Hie Israeli refusal to apply the 
1949 Geneva Convention IV on a 
de jure basis, can be refuted on 
the following grounds: 

1. Israel, Jordan, Syria and 
Egypt have all ratified foe Fourth 
Geneva Convention, therefore, 
they are expected to frilly observe 
its provisions. Not only has the 
Israeli interpretation of Article 2 
of the 1949 Geneva Convention 
IV been labelled as excessively 
legalistic, and been almost uni- 
versally rejected, but it has even 
been suggested that it is based on 
a “technical error.” 

It has also been suggested that 
Artide 1 paragraph 4 of the 1977 
Geneva Protocol closes the 
"technical loophole" in Article 2 
of foe 1949 Geneva Conventions. 
Professor Roberts puts this point 
succinctly: 

“It (Artide 1 Paragraph 4 of 
foe 1977 Geneva Protocol I) clar- 
ifies what was already widely 
accepted, and that the law on 
occupations is applicable even in 
situations (like foe West Bank 
and Gaza) where occupied terri- 
tory was not universally viewed as 
having been part of *the territory 
of a High Contracting Party 
(HCP).’ As Botfae, Parted) and 
Solf say, it appears that the term 
‘alien occupation’ is ‘meant to 
cover cases in which a High Con- 
tracting Party occupies territories 
of a state which is not a HCP, or 
territories with a controversial 
international status.” 

Israeli arguments that the West 
Bank and Gaza did not, at the 
time of occupation, belong to a 
“High Contracting Party" be- 
cause Israel does not recognise 
Jordan’s and Egypt's title to 
them, are misleading. In this re- 
spect, it might be worth mention- 
ing that laws on belligerent 
occupation are applicable 
irrespective of the lawfulness of 
the sovereignty of the displaced 
power. 




- The General Assembly for its 
part, has on many occasions 
affirmed the de jure applicability 
of the 1949 Geneva Convention 
IV on the Israeli occupied terri- 
tories: 

2. Concerning the occupied 
Arab territories, the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) asserted that there is an 
occnpation, whenever during an 
armed conflict "territory under 
the authority of one of the parties 
passes under the authority of an 
opposing party.” (Therefore, the 
1949 Geneva Convention IV is 
expected to become frilly applic- 
able). Also, on numerous occa- 
sions the ICRC has asserted foe 
formal applicability of foe Fourth 
Geneva Convention on the occu- 
pied Arab territories: 

3. The majority of the interna- 
tional community, and mud) of 
international (and even some 
Israeli) legal opinion, has not 
accepted that foe 1949 Geneva 
convention IV is de jure applic- 
able on the Israeli occupied terri- 
tories. The fact that the previous 
status of foe territories may have 
been slightly different from what 
those who negotiated the 1949 
Geneva Conventions may have 
had in mind, does not negate foe 
strongly held international con- 
sensus concerning the Israeli 
occupied territory. Professor 
Roberts again expounds this 
view: 

Neither the law as laid down in 
international conventions nor 
state practice justifies foe restric- 
tive approach of viewing the law 
on occupations as applying only 
to the dassic case of belligerent 
occupation, in which one bellige- 
rent occupies tire territory of 
another belligerent during an 
armed conflict. Hie law on 
occupations has in fact been ap- 
plied to a wider range of cases 
than this: it is properly viewed as 
being formally applicable in many 
types of occupation and, indeed, 
many situations to which tire 
opprobrious term “occupation" is 
not actually attached. It (the law 
on belligerent occupation) con- 
tains some notable elements of 
flexibility. 

4. Furthermore, it has been 
persuasively argued that Artide 3 
paragraph b of the 1977 Geneva 
Protocol abrogates the “one af- 
ter” provision of Artide 6 para- 
graph 3 of foe 1949 Geneva Con- 
vention IV. Bothe, Partsch and 
Solf support this view. Accor- 
dingly, foe Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention does not “cease one year 
after the general dose of military 
operations," It has also been 
suggested that foe one year limit 
was a special ad hoc provision, 
improvised for the occnpation of 
Germany and Japan after World 
Warn. 

From the aforesaid, one does 
not depart from reason when 
advocating the de jure applicabil- 






ity of the 1949 Geneva Conven- 
tion' IV on the Israeli occupied 
te r rit o ri es. The Israeli pertinacity 
in this issue, as in many others, 
has to be appeased with more 
open attitudes. 

'The establishment of Israeli 
civilian settlements on the West 
Bank and Gaza is illegal for the 
following reasons: 

(a) Under Article 23/g of the 
1907 Hague Convention IV, it is 
prohibited "to destroy or seize 
foe enemy’s property, unless such 
destruction or seizure be impera- 
tively demanded by foe necessi- 
ties of war.” Also under Artide 
46 of that Convention” ...private 
property — must be respected. 
Private property cannot be con- 
fiscated.” These texts are self- 
explanatory. Private property is 
“immune from seizure.” Interna- 
tional law does not condone the 
seizure or expropriation of pri- 
vate property. Sudi extreme con- 
tingencies were sanctioned in 
minimal and exceptional situa- 
tions. The yardstick here, is the 
balance that has to be strode 
between foe exigent needs of foe 
army of occupation pod foe 
maintenance of foe welfare of foe 
civilian population. This view is 
an internationally espoused post- 
ulate in the law on occupation. 

Also under Artide 43 of foe 
Hague 1907 Convention IV, the 
occupant after authority has pas- 
sed the de facto into bis hands, 
shall take all meas ur e s in his 
power to restore and ensure, as 
far as posable public order and 
safety. The discretionary and the 
unrestrained confiscation of pri- 
vate land is an infraction of no- 
tions of "public order and safe- 
ty." dearly, the social fife of foe 
civilians — maintenance of which 
has de facta become the respon- 
sibility of the occupant — will be 
severely undermined if the civi- 
lians’ property is under constant 
threat of arbitrary confiscation. 

From Artide 46 of tire Fourth 
Geneva Convention, one can 
observe that private p ro p er ty is 
equated in its im port a nce with 
family honour, rights, lives of 
persons, religious convictions. 
...etc. Tins is dear evidence that 
private property is not less impro- 
tant than foe fundamental and 
inviolable rights embodied in foe 
fbrementioned artide. 

Private Arab land perse is an 
immovable property. It cannot be 
concaved as muntroas de guerre 
(materials of war) envisaged 
under Artide 53 paragraph 2 of 
the 1907 Hague Convention IV. 
Israel has appropriated Arab land 
through foe extensive abuse of 
intern aha Artide 52 of the 1907 
Hague Convention IV. Manifest- 
ly, Israel has become an “aber- 
rant” who has to be Reminded 
with the limitations imposed by 
international law, viz.. Artidcs 
23/g and 46 of the 1907 Hague 
Convention IV and Artide 147 erf 


the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
which renders “extenave approp- 
riation of private property” a 
"grave breach” of the conven- 
tion. 

(b) Tbe occupant exercises 
authority on a de facto basis, he 
does not acquire sovereignty, and 
is only expected to continue the 
duty of orderly government. 
Therefore, he is not entitled to 
introduce any permanent changes 
in the occupied territory expected 
to last beyond the termination of 
occupation. He is allowed to do 
so only under the most rigorous 
conditions; where pres e rv in g tbe 
status quo ante is extremely 
cumbersome to the maintenance 
or to the restoration of “public 
order and safety” or where such 
changes are absolutely necessi- 
tated by foe imperious needs of 
foe anny of occupation. Under 
international law, occupation is 
temporary rather than a perpe- 
tual state of affairs. 

The establishment of Israeli 
civilian settlements on occupied 
Arab land is an infringement of 
principles such as that, "bellige- 
rent occnpation is a temporary 
state of affairs” as enshrined in 
Artide 43 of tbe 1907 Hague 
Convention IV. To quote the 
most fervent supporter of Israel 
in this context: "we believe that 
under international law general- 
ly, a belligerent occupant is not 
the sovereign power and does not 
have the right to treat occupied 
territory as its own or make 
changes In foe territory.” Intro- 
ducing permanent demographic 
changes which wBl ultimately pre- 
judice foe civilian population has 
been'eonsistentiy criticised by foe 
Security Council. Israel, through 
its "premeditated campaign” for 
meeting Chilian settlements in 
die West Bank and Gaza, cannot 
seek refuge under foe aforesaid 
yardstick to justify its enoorach- 
ments of international law. 

(c) Tbe establishment of Israeli 

civilian settlements stems from la- 
tent Israeli intentions, rather- than 
from pragmatic and ex igent milit- 
ary needs sanctioned by interna- 
tional law. Israel has ideologically 
perceived the West Bank and 
Gaza “Judea and Samaria” as a 
constituent and integral part of 
“Eretz Israel” (foe whole land of 
Israel)- According tn Jj 

Israel’s inherent right and histor- 
ical duty to abide in her "prom- 
ised Biblical land.” Tbe justifica- 
tion of tbe establishment of the 
balk of the Israeli crvOtan settle- 
ments under the banner of mifit- 
ary or security needs, is not more 
than a falsehood submerged on 
dogmatic delusions. Such pre- 
texts (die so-called scurity needs.) 
to es t ablishing settlements, have 
been occasionally legally de- 
nuded and subsequently invali- 
dated by Israeli co nn s. Professor 
Roberts has cast his similiar 
donbts: "... it is doubtful whether 


the settlements programme was 
primarily intended to contribute 
to the occupying power’s security 
and whether, in the event, n has 
contributed to that end; by earn- 
mg friction with the P&kstimaa 
inha bitant s of the territories, the 
progra mme added to the work of " 
the Israel Defence Army.” 

(d) Tbe establishment of Israeli 
civilian settlements on the occu- 
pied territory, is also blatant 
violation of Artide 49 paragraph i 
6 of the 1949 Geneva Convention 
IV. Under tbe prevtous artide, 

"die occupant is enjoined open 
deporting or trasferring parts ttr 
his own dvilian papulation Into 
the (occ up ied) territory.” He is ~ 
only allowed to evacuate the civi- 
lian population, when it » abso- 
lutely necessary to do so. This - 
should ab initio be on a tempor- 
ary basis, and without prejudice 

to foe acquired rights of the 
civilian population. In such even- ■ 
tuafity, the evacuees must be “ 
returned to their rightful homes 
as soon as tbe situation permits. 
Israel, through its g ov e r nm ental 
and even its independent institu- 
tions, has p romoted establishing . , 
dvilian settlements on the occu~ 
pied territories, while simul- 
taneously denying tbe Arab own- 
ers their land. The connivance of 
foe consecutive Israeli govern- 
ments over this issue has, so far. 
yielded 164 settlements since 
1967. . 

(e) The General Assembly’s 
Resolution 33/1 13c, adopted on 
Dec. 18, 1978, was one of man)’ 
resolutions pealing with the 
establishment of Israeli dvilian 
settlements on tbe oc c u p ied Arab 
territory. It condemned "the fr£ 
lowing Israeli policies and prao 
tices: Establishments of new 
Israeli settlements and expansion 
of the existing settlements on 
private and public Arab lands. . 
and transfer of an alien popula- * 
non thereto; confiscation and ex- 
propriation of private and public 
Arab property in the occupied * - 
territories and all other transae- 
tions' for foe ac q uis it ion of land •; 
involving the Israeli authorities, 
institutions of the occupied tern- ■. 
tones on foe other...” Doubtless- 
ly, the General Assembly's re- 
solutions, reflect the overwhelm- . 
ing condemnatory attitude of the 
international community to the ■ ■ 
establishment of Israeli riviliau - 
settlements on foe occupied Arab 
territories. 

Tbe State Deparment, has re- 
peatecflyvoiced tlte United Stales - 
concern over the settlements 
issue. Not only was the establish- . . 
meat of Israeli dvifian setthnents 
condemned as illegal, but it was 
also considered as an "obstacle jf. 
progress in the peace-making v 
process.” 

The most recent internationa. 4 
response concerning, the Israel L 
settlements on the occupied Aral " 
territories, came from foe lau 
G-7 Summit in ixmdon. In it > 
declaration on July 17, 1991. i 
stated that: "... the braeii pohe 
of baflding settlements in th 
occupied territories (should b 
suspended)," 

Israeli arguments of “securit 
needs” are ap prec iated by th > 
writer. Nevertheless, it is hig 
time countries of the region had . 
review of their ossified polities- 
externally. mdiBtenudfy . \ ‘ 

aright be mootnask and father 
truism, but regxwal cm pp romis ^ 
and bona Ode intentions, are th 
indispensable ingrekte nts Eo 
peace in the Middle East. 

Tbs writer is an hCA. student ot 
low at the Rotansoo College is - ; - 
Cambridge, ISngfayf, . 
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A History of thm Arab Peoples 
By Albert Hoarmni 



Lo n do n, VoHwd Kingdom 

THE LONDON publishers Faber & Faber limited re- 
leased, at the start of this year, an extensive work about the 
Arab Peoples. They could not have chosen a more suitable 
time, since the Arabs , in the aftermath of the Gulf war , 
have become a “Headline” item of news practically every 
day. The publicity resulting from this continuous press 
coverage , although adverse in general , has created unusual 
interest in the Arabs, their countries, and their history. 
This had lead to the book, under review, becoming a bast 
seller during the months of April and May. It has actually 
topped the “Ten Best Books List " during two months and 
tids is indeed an accomplishment for a book written by an 
Arab about I he Arabs. 

The writer, Albert Hourani, was bom in Manchester. 
His father Mr. Fadlo Hourani, a Lebanese from Jedeidet 
Marjayoun travelled after graduation from the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) in 1891, to England where he 
established himself in the cotton trade with the then Arab 
parts of the Ottoman Empire. His three sons, George, 
Albert and Cedi, were educated at Oxford University and 
both Albert and Cedi were dosely attached to the Arab 
cause, and rendered worthy services through their work at 
the Arab Office in Jerusalem, London, New York and 
Washington. Albert later joined the teaching staff at AUB 
and during those years, was able to make a thorough study 
of the political conditions in Syria and Lebanon during the 
French Mandate and immediately after independence. His 
book Syria And Lebanon — A Political Essay was 
published in 1946 under the auspices of the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, Chatham House, London. After 
those years in Beirut , be joined Oxford University where be 
directed the Middle East Centre and became the leading 
Arab history professor until bis retirement in 1984. 
Presently he lives in London and lectures audiences in 
Britain, Europe and the USA. 

This encyclopedic work covers the history of the Arab 


peoples from the early rise in Islam in the first part of the 
seventh century. The extensive study it contains required 
more than 550 pages in small script. An enumeration of the 
different chapters will give the reader an idea of its richness 
and comprehensive nature. 

After the preface and explanations. Part I starts with 
chapter one under the exciting title The Making Of A 
World, Arab life before the Message of Pro ph et Moham- 
mad and then appearance of Islam . 

Chapter two deals with the formation of the Arab 
Empire, whilst chapter three discusses the formation of the 
society. Chapter four is a learned study of the articulation 
of Islam, involving the question of authority the power and 
justice of God, the Shari’a and the traditions of the 

Prophet. 

Art His concerned with the period of the eleventh to the 
fifteenth centuries with a study of the Arab Muslim World 
in die countryside and the cities. It explains the ways of 
Islam and the culture of the Ulema with their divergent 
paths of thoughts. 

Part 111 deals with the sixteenth, seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries when the Ottoman Empire ruled 
paramount. It explains Arab Ottoman society and its 
culture and the changing relations with Europe. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Part TV deals with the age of Europe’s empires between 
1800-1939. The culture of imperialism and the rise of the 
intelligentsia with their attempts at reform, lead to the 
emergence of Arab nationalism. The climax of European 
power between 1914 and 1939 and the changing ways of life 
and thought daring that important period are also discussed 
at some length. 

Part V concentrates ou the age of nations once 1939. It 
deals, with the end of the empires and the changes of Arab 
societies leading to what the author calls “The dimax of 
Arabism in the 1950s and 1960s. " The 1967 war is rightly 
pointed out as the end of Arab unity and the start of Arab 
disunity which the author describes as a disturbance of the 
spirits with all that it brought in ethnic and religious 
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divisions. 

At the end of the book detailed tables of the family of the 
Prophet, the Shiite imams, the caliphs, the important 
dynasties, the ruling dynasties in the 19th and 20th 
centuries and the Hasbemites are inserted. There is also 
one of the most comprehensive bibliographies, about the 
subjects contained in the different chapters. This wonderful 
addition to an outstanding work renders the. book as 
indispensable for all students of Arab history, civilisation 
and culture. 

It also makes a subject of interesting reading for the 
non-spedalised reader who has an open mind for know- 
ledge, balanced views, and well arranged thoughts on 
matters of great political importance and their posable 
impact on current affairs in the Arab World. 

By Dr. Raoof Abu Ja&Gsr 
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West meets Eastin a TV studio 


By PbiBippa Neave 

LONDON — The count- 
down has started at the Mid- 
dle East Broadcasting Centre 
(MBC) in London as poten- 
tially the world's largest tele- 
vision channel in Arabic pre- 
pares to go on the air. The 
station, calIed MBC, ^ aim- 
ing at a kickoff date around 
Oct- 1 to beam down its 
programme from a European 
telecommunications satellite. 

“We have started by aim- 
ing at Arabic-speaking viewers 
in Europe," explains senior 
executive Tony Naufall. ‘We 
have a potential audience of 
approximately 5 million view- 
ers in Europe. Later we wW 
bounce our signal to the 
Arabsat satellite and cover an 
audience of over 100 million 
in the Arab Wodd.’’ One of 
the originators of the ambi- 
tious project. Lebanese-born 
Naufall beads a team of 108 
staff, Arab and Western in 
almost equal proportions. 

At the studios in southwest 
London everyone is racing 
against the dock. Staffers 
work late into the night in the 
newsroom and the ; editing 
studios, preparing program-* 
mas, testing equipment and 
getting ready to launch what 
wOl be a unique, news-led TV 
station in die Arabic lan- 
guage. 

MBC is relying on state-of- 
the-art satellite communica- 
tions technology, says 
spokeswoman Fiona Waters. 
“We are coining at a time 
when the advent of home 
satellite dishes and cable tele- - 
vision has already taken bold. 
To receive MBC, people in 
Europe will need 80-cen- 
timetre d Ssbes — some 1.2 
million homes in Britain 
already have them, and many 
apartment Modes and hotels 


have large communal dishes. 

■ that can receive the signal, ” 
she adds. A dish of this sort 
costs between $300. to $500. 
People in the Middle East 

■ will need larger, slightly more 
. expensive dishes, between 

13m and 13m in diameter. 
-- MBC*s signal will be 
broadcast free of charge, the 
privately-funcled project . re- 
lying ori advertising for re- 
venues. It will reach from 
Scandinavia to Sudan and 
from Ireland to lndia, begin- 
ning with Gve hours of prog- 
ramming a day, and then 
raising air time to nine hours. 
Adds Mr. Naufall: “This . 
will . be a news-oriented 
general entertainment chan- 
nel, broadcasting news on the 
hour. The news wW be fast- 
paced, highlighting interna- 
tional events with a special 
emphasis on Arab issues and 
events relating to the Arab 
World in general. It wiB be 
Western-style programming 
and pacing, but we will pre- 
sent the news from an Arab 
perspective. " 

Naufall and chief executive 
TareqRiri, who is from Saudi 
Arabia, have been working 
for the past four years to get * 
the MBC project off the 
ground and put together 
programming that will • con- 
tain the right for a mass 
Arab audience. The idea for 
the channel came from recog- 
nition that many Arabs living 
abroad fed the need to keep 
in touch with their cultural 
traditions and what is going 
on back home. MBCs inves- 
tors, mostly Saudi Arabian,, 
believe, that . Arabs in the 
Middle East are also ready 
for. an international news sta- 
tion providing top quality en- 
tertainment “We have, been 
trying to find the proper mix 
that wifl satisfy viewers both 


in Europe and in the Middle 
East," Mr. Naufall notes. “In 
Europe, we will have to com- 
pete with 30 or more, satellite 
channels already available to 
the public, but our program- 
mes wOl be tailor-made and 
the surveys we have con- 
ducted show that there is a lot 
of enthusiasm for it" ' 

Momma Khalifa, original- 
ly bom Saudi Arabia and a 
long-time resident of Lon- 
don, agrees: “ I certainly 
would watch it because 
although the BBC (British 
Broadcasting Corporation) is 
very good, 1 would like to see 
the other side," she com- 
mented. “Arabs abroad like 
to read their own newspapers 
and I’m sure they would love 
to have their own TV 
channel." 

“For people in the Middle 
East, an unbiased and impar- 
tial view of things will be very 
appealing," added Mr. J Khali- 
fa, 51. Being based in Lon- 
don, MBC wSl come under 
the regulations and standards 
set by Britain’s Independent 
Television Commission 
(TIC). Stephen Mamey, who 
heads a team of some 40 
reporters, editors and news 
producers in MBCs news- 
room, explains: “MBC is a 
British broadcasting com- 
pany under the rules of the 
TTC, and there can be no 
form of censorship. MBC will 
compile its news from inter- 
national networks such as 
V&news and World Televi- 
sion Network (WIN), as weB 
as relying on local correspon- 
dents." Adds 38-year old 
Msriey: “ I think we wOl live 
happily with the local state- 
run news organisations in the 
21 Arab countries. The audi- 
ence wiB have the bonus ot 
access to comprehensive in- 
ternational news on MBC, 
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and then they can tune into 
their national government- 
run stations for local news. 
We may even ask the local 
stations to join us so we can 
pool our resources in certain 
circumstances." 

Mr. Marley, who has 
almost 20 years of experience 
in broadcasting, is helping to 
train the. team of news repor- 
ters and presenters. “All our 
presenters are professionals 
from the Middle East, but 
they have to be trained for 
MBCs special requirements. 
The Middle Eastern style of 
broadcasting is slower and 
more relaxed. For example, a 
typical half-hour news broad- 
cast in Lebanon contains 8 or 
9 stories, while CNN (the 
U.S. ’s Cable News Network) 
or the BCC will cany 18 to 20 
stories. This is what we are 
aiming for: style, speed and 
delivery 

“Our bulletins will contain 
a much larger component of 
Middle Eastern news than 
national or international net- 
works. More than half of the 
programme wOl contain news 
from or about the Middle 
East," be added. The station 
wiB also offer feature films, 
weekly programmes on such 
topics as fashion, medicine, 
Ghn and travel, and a variety 
show. Each day’s broadcast 
wOl open with a reading from 
tiie Koran and a short reli- 
gious talk from Sheikh 
Gama! Mans’ of Britain’s 
leading mosque in London’s 
Regents Park. After the 
news, MBC will broadcast 
one of its prime-time in- 
house productions. ’These 
programmes will be some- 
thing that has never been 
seen in the Arab World" 
boasts features director Mar- 
garet Sawdon, a Briton who 
speaks and reads Arabic. 
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“These are Western-style 
production for the Arab mar- 
ket — an Arab product, pro- 
duced by Westerners. ” Arab 
team-members are always 
consulted for content and 
appeal, but the technical ride 
Of the prog ramming is run by 
British technicians who are 
among the world’s most ex- 
perienced. and technically, 
advanced in television pro- 
duction. “It is a combination 
of talents, and we always turn 
to native Arabs for the final 
say," adds Mr. Sawdon. 

Except tor news, Mr. Saw- 
don is responsible tor all 
MBCs in-house productions. 
“Our fashion programme, tor 
example, is run by a top- 
rated multitalented British 
producer with two Egyptian 
presenters. He takes them 
out on location to do any- 
thing from runway shows to 
protiles of top designers and 
interviews vrith health and 
beauty experts," she ex- 
plains. One health and beau- 
ty show centres on advice 
from Arab beauticians and 
hairdressers. 

The medical programme 
explores new health discover- 
ies and technologies, tor ex- 
ample methods of educating 
handicapped children, the 
effects of passive smoking, 
the latest in laser technology. 
As with all the other shows, 
MBC makes a special effort 
to select Arab interviewees. 
“There are lots of Arabs in 
London," says Mr. Sawdon, 
and they can offer specialised 
advice. The medical prog- 
ramme is unique because it 
will be presented by a Briton, 
David Powell, who is fluent 
in classical Arabic. 

Another attraction will be 
the weekly tihn renew prog- 
ramme presented by a young 
Jordanian who came to the 
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station as a researcher and 
within two weeks displayed 
such dynamism and talent 
that he was put in front of the 
camera. Says Mr. Sawdon: 
“The programme will be an 
up-to-date review of big box 
office movies that are likely 
to be shown in the Middle • 
East as well as news on who is 
making what and where in 
the Arab World, with inter- 
views of filmmakers and film 
stars." 

Also in the pipeline is a 
travel programme combining 
a presentation of holiday 
spots around the world with 
practical information for 
those destinations, such as 
currency and visa and health 
requirements. More upbeat 
entertainment is scheduled, 
with a variety show that will 
feature sports, pop music, 
comedy and a mix of short 
takes on amazing feats and 
unusual events. MBC will 
also run a semi-educational 
programme based on . the 
theme “this day in history. ” 
Explains Sawdon: “Our 
director has a degree in his- 
tory, and we will try and 
tailor the programme to in- 
clude a good deal of Arab 
history , The programme 
could include anything from 
the national day of Qatar to 
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Frank Sinatra’s birthday, the 
first Bight of the Concorde or 
the start of the Lebanese rivD 
war. There will be politics 
and celebrity and sports 
events two or three times a 
week." 

In addition, MBC is work- 
ing on educational and enter- 
tainment programmes for 
children, and is dubbing into 
Arabic, exclusively tor MBC, 
the soundtracks of series that 
are produced by other TV 
channels. These include 
documentary series from the 
United States, Britain and 
other countries on a wide 
variety of themes such as 
wildlife, the environment, 
astronomy, history and cul- 
tures of the world. These 
programmes are currently 
being dubbed in Egypt, 
Lebanon and Cyprus. MBC 
is also planning to show at 
least one Middle Eastern fea- 
ture tihn per day drawn from 
the favourites and classics of 
the Arab, and in particular 
Egyptian, cinema. 

The organisers and direc- 
tors of MBC are optimistic 
about the future, pointing out 
that previous efforts at bun- 
ching independent Arabic 
language TV channels have 
so far remained small-scale 
and accessible to limited au- 


diences. Thhe momentum at 
MBC is growing by the mi- 
nute as the young and dyna- 
mic staff rush to overcome 
organisational and technical 
obstacles. Many of the Brit- 
ish staff either speak Arabic 
or have knowledge and ex-, 
perience of working in the 1 
Middle East or with Middle 
Easterners. That makes for 
an atmosphere in the studios 
that is congenial and fast- 
track, with each side com- 
plementing the other. It is a 
combination of Western hi- 
tech knowhow and Arab gui- 
dance. It makes the job tor 
more interesting," says Mr. 
Sawdon. “ There are things 
only people who have lived in 
the Middle East and experi- 
enced the Islamic way of life 
can understand and do. It is 
an art to be able to do it." 

Although some members 
of the MBC channel feel that 
the team needs more time 
before it is ready to go on Use 
air, others can’t wait for the 
channel’s debut. Meanwhile, 
members of the public like 
Mr. Khalifa who have beard 
about the project seem eager 
to tune in: “J am sure it will 
be a success, a lot of people 
are very thirsty for something 
like this, " she says — World 
News Link . 
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Art theft to be major problem when EC borders come down in 1992 


By Kate Dourian . 

Reuter 

LONDON — Police fear 
t rafficking in stolen art will 
leap when the European 
Community (EC) diananties 
border controls next year , 
makmg it easier for thieves to 
skip between countries. 

Police wiftstiU need special 
permission to follow op a 
theft in another country — 
and this cati- take weeks 
“while the criminal just 
goes, ** said detective Richard 
EBis of the Art and Antiques 
Squad at London's Scotland 


Yard police headquarters. 

“There already is a prob- 
lem and it certainly wzff in- 
crease after 1992,” he added. 

Art theft is a global prob- 
lem with the annual trade in 
stolen items already esti- 
mated at between £500 mil- 
lion £13 billion ($860 million 
to $2.6 bUL bn). 

Trace, a journal which lists 
missing goods, says more 
than 60,000 works of art were 
stolen within the EC in 1990. 
Britain loses up to 5,000 
paintings a year and in the 
last 20 years, 245,000 works 
of art were stolen in Italy 


alone. 

Police and art experts say 
the volume will increase 
when border controls are 
dropped under the EC single 
market act of 1992. 

Because the value of paint- 
ings, silver and antiques has 
risen faster than inflation, art 
theft ranks second to drugs as 
the most lucrative criminal 
activity. 

“Stolen art is a good mar- 
ket to launder money," said 
ElUs. 

“If you have a bundle of 
money which has been ac- 
quired through a drug sale. 


you can go to an auction, buy 
.in cash and then use it as* 
collateral. You can recoup 
the money later on with a 
receipt Then you have clean 
money. " 

A painting can be depo- 
sited in a bank in Switzerland 
where f after Gve years, a 
missing masterpiece becomes 
the properly of the owner 
provided he is not the thief. 
While there , the picture can 
be used as collateral. 

One picture remained with 
a mafia family tor 20 years 
and was used as collateral in 
drug deals. 


London is the hub of the 
world’s art market and one of 
the centres where stolen art 
works change hands. Stolen 
goods, so long as they are not 
well known masterpieces , can 
be sold undetected at one of 
the city*s many auction 
bouses. 

British laws governing the 
import and export of antiques 
are less restrictive than in 
other European countries, 
making London doubly 
attractive tor art thieves. 

Because recovery rates for . 
stolen art are low — virtually 
zero for moveable items like 


silver and small antiques — 
the insurance and tine art 
industries have decided to 
tight back by forming a cen- 
tralised computer register tor 
stolen goods. 

The object of the London- 
based Art Loss Register 
(ALR) is to deter art theft, 
aid recovery, help stop trad- 
ing in stolen art and try to 
keep insurance premiums 
low. 

The register, whicirchaiges 
a fee tor each item entered in 
its computers , has had 1,000 
thefts reported since its 
launch in January. 


“ Increasingly art has be- 
come a moveable currency 
and as the barriers come 
down , this will be easier be- 
cause there will be no cus- 
toms control,” said ALR 
Marketing Director Florence 
Hardinge. 

The ALR, which also has 
offices in New York , had a 
resounding success last 
month when six paintings 
valued at up to £80,000 
($138,000) were recovered by 
police only 10 days after they 
were stolen from offices in 
the dty of London. 

Police have free access to 


the ALR’s computers and 
officers were able to recog- 
nise the pictures when they 
raided a house in north 
London. 

Mr. Hardinge said the 
ALR was setting up a system 
for auction houses to check 
their catalogues against a spe- 
cial archive. She hopes this 
will improve recovery rates. 

The ALR will only enter 
items valued at over £1,000 
($1,700) but Mr. Hardinge 
says: “We would register 
Mrcfaae/ Jackson’s shoes be- 
cause they have a value 
attached to them." 
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Gifts 


By Malta Addasi 

SOMETIMES the best gift to get is no gift at all, because 
if it is the thought that counts , it does not apply except if it 
is an afterthought. Why? because the gift looks like a 
d frfgrrfedj unworn , outgrown garment wrapped in gift 
and tied with a ribbon . 

’t get me wrong . Tm not talking about expense here. 
A nice gift has meaning and can cost very little. A bouquet 
of someone's favourite Sowers in their favourite colour is a 
"valid” gift even if it's daisies. Whereas a bottle of some ^ 
seemingly expensive perfume smelling like (or competing 
with) the leading insecticide, is not a great choice. 

But a gift is a gift and you must reciprocate in kind, and 
avoid, the "worst gift” category. This is when your troubles 
begin because you realise you just don't know what to get. 
What do you give a 12-year-old boy on his birthday, or a 
grandmother on her’s? And if you gave your mother one 
more cooking pot for Mother's Day she is going to explode 
for sure, because you "insist on implying that women have 
to stay at home and cook. So starting tomorrow Fm going ■ 
to End work outside the house!” You don't want a reaction 
like that. But you don't want to bay her clothes either 
'■ became your taste may not see eye-to-eye with hers, and 
her reaction may even be unprintable. 

So you start to acknowledge that it is very difficult to buy 

■ a gift, even though the recipients will anyway lie to you and 
tell you it is what they have always wanted even if they 
already have ten of it, or if they dislike it. 

The solution is to follow simple guidelines while foop- 

■ [ting for a gift. First, remember the worst gift you ever 
" ' received. The pair of shoes you got from your friend who 

■ visited Italy, the ones that were not made in Italy and were 

■ two sizes too big. You know, the one you literally had to 
throw away because no-one bad that shoe size , or liked 

• - orange polka dots on shoes. Second, don't hold grudge 
while shopping. Just because you hate the birthday boy's 
mother does not mean you should buy Mm a puppy dog 

■ that is “not ho use-train ed. ” 



But rule three is the one you must stick to the most The 
value of the gift. You do not want to give a gjhi a diamond, 
unless you are fa By prepared to carry the consequences. I 
am sure many badlands sneak around at night looking for 
the "cursed” diamond ring he gave Ms wife the night he 
proposed. And many wives would sell the diamonds they 
accepted because after twenty years of marriage the price 
paid for the diamond waned in comparison to foe price she 
paid by being married to her husband. So as J said before, 
think before you buy because the most appropriate gift may 
still be nothing. 



From an eagle to a Pekinese, 
that’s Baghdad’s animal market 


proud vendor says foe bird is 
only six mouths old and 
worth every bit of the 1,500 
dinars he is asking — more 
than .many Iraqis earn in a 
year. 

Along foe kerb are the 
caged songbirds — finches, 
thrushes, cockatiels, love 
birds, plumed pigeons, 
doves, budgerigars and 
others. 

Murthana Hussein, 35, 
gave up his job as a govern- 
ment marhanurai engineer, 
bought some budgerigars and 
finches and began breeding 
titan. 

"I have done tins for a year 
now,” he said. " The salary 
from the government was 160 
dinars (a month) after 10 
years. Selling here, I can 
make 400 dinars.” 

IBs birds retail for between 
10 and 50 dinars a pair. 

Veterinarian Abdi Settab 
Riyadh Migbil, 32, runs a 
small surgery in a cramped 
shack at die centre of the 
market 

He said he has treated all 
kinds of creatures — monk- 


eys, snakes, parrots — but his 
main business is vaccinating 
dogs and birds and treating 
their minor ailments. 

As he speaks, a turkey/ is 
brought in to be treated for 
an impacted egg that has 
stopped it laying for foe past 
two weeks. 

But even this thriving cen- 
tre of activity is a victim of 
foe economic blight that has 
befallen Iraq since the Gulf 
war and the subsequent im- 
position of world trade sanc- 
tions. 

"This market used to be 0 
very popular with Kuwaitis , 
because of foe favourable ex- 
change rate” one vendor 
said. 

The birds of prey now on 
sale for around 40 dinars each 
fetched 100 dinars then. 

"Iraqi hawks were ver 
famous and much prized b 
the people of the Gpl 
states,” Mr. Migbil said 
"Before the war people fton 
all over the Arab Gulfwouk 
come to buy. Now they don ' 
of course.” 


Suzie Wong’s 
Wanchai seeks 
respectability 


by Peter Gregson 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — The caged 
birds come to Al-Khulifaa 
Street Friday. 

But if they sing, it's bard to 
tell in the hubbub of one of 
the Iraqi capital's more col- 
ourful street markets. 

From an eagle to a 
Pekinese, a turkey to a gold- 
fish, creatures of all sorts ate 
■ aO on sale at the sidewalk 

• bazaar that forms each Friday 

■ morning in the shadow of foe 

■ imposing sand-coloured mos- 
; que that gives die street its 

■ name. 

Growing roosters are car- 

• tied dangling by their feet, 
sheep and goa ts are tugged 

■ on pieces of string, a brace of 
poppies, plucked out of a 

■ shopping bag, is set down on 
'■ the pavement. 

' Cages of all descriptions 
\ bang from walls, lie on the 
■ ground or are passed hand- 
' to-hand over the heads of the 

■ jostling all-male throng. 

■ - t Street vendors sell bird- 


By Gerry Matron 

Reuter 

HONG KONG — Hong 
Kong's notorious but now 
faded red-light r district of 
Wanchai, home of foe legen- 
dary Suzie Wong.' is hoping 
ip trade on its history to pull 
in foe tourist crowds again. 

WancbaTs sleazy night-life 
industry was immortalised in 
foe The World Of Suzie 
Wong, the best-selling book 
and 1960 Elm starring William 
Holden and Nancy Kwan. It 
tells the story of a Eurasian 
prostitute with a heart of 
gold. 

r “Everyone all over the 
world knows about Suzie 
Wong,” said Peter Mann , 
Wanchai’s local government 
■administrator. 

.."We shouldn't sweep it 
under the carpet. We should 
make that face work for us as 
far as tourism is concerned. ” 

* Bur foe tourists that Mr. 
Mann hopes to attract are a 
for cry from those the district 
drew in its heyday during the 
Vietnam War, when U.S. 
troops came in their 
thousands on “ R and R" 
(rest and recreation) visits. 

' Throughout the swinging 
sixties WanchaTs glitzy clubs 
bulged at the seams with ser- 
vicemen out for a good time. 

• A warren of narrow streets 
and low-cost apartment 
blocks, Wanchai has fallen on 
hard times since foe U.S. 
farces quit Vietnam in the 
early 1970s. 

\ About 75 per cent of foe 


seed, melon , sliced limes, 
fresh-baked pretzels and 
heart of palm sliced to order 
from a log-sized chunk. 

A small boy holds op a 
droopy, sad-eyed puppy. 
What kind? He is asked. 
" German . Sausage dog. "How 
much? “three hundred di- 
nars,” he replies — S930 at 
the official rate of exchange 
or two months’ salary for foe 
average worker. 

. Anwar Mohammad, 14, 
has two small hawks to sell, 
one in a cage and foe other 
tied to his wrist. 

"Forty dinars each ” he 
says, a sum officially equal to 
about $120 but more tike Eve 
at Mark market rates. 

How did he get them? *1 
bought them in Sulaimamya 
in the north and brought 
them here to sell at a better 
price,” he says. How much 
did be pay in Sulaimaniya? 
‘Tm not going to tell you 
that” 

From a makeshift cage of 
wood and wire mesh tittle 
larger than itself, an eagle 
stares oat malevolently. The 


1960s girlie bars have dosed 
and only about a dozen re- 
main. 

"It was really exciting dar- 
ing foe war. The sailors were 
everywhere ,” said Helen 
■Chan, madam of the mis- 
named Count ry Gub Bar. 

But Ms. Gum said foe 
frittered away foe proBts 
from foe 1960s in the nearby 
Portuguese-ruled territory of 
Macau. \ a favourite for gamb- 
lers from Hong Kong where 
casinos are banned. 

"I made a lot of money but 
gambled it all away in Macau. 
Now there's not so many 
sailors and GIs,” foe said. 

The U.S. Beet still occa- 
sionally revives foe old days 
with visits to Hong Kong. But 
in their absence, only a few 
men lounged at the Country 
Gub Bar. There scantily-clad 
girls danced unenthusiastical- 
ly on a small stage. 

"Wancbai's really not foe 
same any more except when 
foe ships come here. Then we 
can do good business again, ” 
said Ms. Cban, sadly shaking 
her head. 

Ms. Chan wants to encour- 
age a different clientele in 


Wanchai — respectable mid- 
dle class tourists. He is nego- 
tiating with foe Hong Kong 
Tourist Association to orga- 
nise guided nostalgia night 
tours of foe area. 

" What we would have to 
do if we organised tours, of 
course, would be to ensure 
that no one got ripped off 
down there,” he said. 

Unsuspecting visitors can 
get through rather more 
money than they bargained 
for when they cross the 
threshold of some of foe 
dubs that remain in Wan- 
chai. 

"Buy me drink please. You 
buy me drink. Come on ... 
just one please, ” is still the 
constant refrain from foe 
smiling Pilipinas and Thais 
who staff foe dubs. 

The smile quickly becomes 
a scowl if the answer is no. 

In these days of rising 
prices a hostess tipple — a 
tiny lemonade or soda water 
— costs a sizeable 88 Hong 
Kong dollars ($11.35). 

The bar girls’ cut is just 
2.50 dollars (p2 U.S. cents) 
a ■ drink . But it is till a living. 

" The bed time for getting 


people to buy drinks is late at 
night or early in foe morn- 
ing, ” said Deer, a 22-year-old 
Thai dancer at foe Hawaii 
Gub. 

“Then foe men have ail 
been drinking and they’ll 
maybe even buy champagne 
(at 250 dollars — $32.25 — a 
glass) if you're nice to them. ” 

Deer’s story is a familiar 
one throughout Aria's red- 
light districts. She was unem- 
ployed in her home town, 
Thailand's holiday resort of 
Phuket, until she beard from 
a friend that jobs were going 
in Hong Kong. 

For the past six months foe 
has worked six days a week , 
bom eight in foe evening 
until Eve in the morning , 
serving drinks and chatting 
up customers. In between foe 
does a series of 15-minute 
bumping and grinding danc- 
ing sets on foe stage. 

"I make a lot more money 
than I do back home,” she 
said. 

But bar girts like Deer may 
have to work harder for their 
money in future if Mr. Mann 
has Ms way. He believes the 
bars where Ms. Chan and 
Deer work will change as 
Wanchai matures and attracts 
a more' sophisticated tourist 
‘Clientele. 

! “What you'll see happen- 
ing is these bars becoming a 
bit more expensive and less 
sleazy ... foe only way the bar 
area can survive is to be 
brought into the com- 
munity.” 


Time in a bottle 


By E Yagbi 

A smell of American coffee drifted about foe roan. A 
large table spread with an old white doth bore a few dishes 
of homos, a big bowl of Israeli saiad and some bottles of 
yellow orange juke. The place was foe Women's Building 
in New York. The tune was lost in a bottle which contained 
Palestinian dreams that had never come true. The purpose 
of foe gathering of American women was to try to 
understand the Arab-Isaeli question. The invited guests 
were two Palestinian women. Outside foe building, giant , 
drops of rain pelted streets and sidewalks and passing cars 
splashed tiuough rivers of water reminding the occupants 
of foe meeting of foe weather outside. Some of foe jubilant 
members of foe women’s federation were Jewish. 

Leslie, a Jew, bustled up to the table stating, *Tm a 
professional eater, so I can’t wait to taste the food.” She 
wore a confident smile and a gracious manner. She was well 
prepared for tins event. She was well informed She bad 
been to Israel many tones. She counted as friends some 
Palestinians that foe had met on her visits. LcsEc was a 
member of the Jewish Peace Lobby. She sat down with her 
dish of food and said, "I believe that both cultures and 
people possess their own inherent beauty and are quite 
similar. If Israelis are to have peace, then they must 
recognise foe Palestinians* right to exist. But the Palesti- 
nians must come to terms with the Jews and seek some 
form of lasting peace.” 

Leslie was a fountain of information and stifi a Jew. She 
gave one of foe greatest verbal weapons Jews use to certify 
their claims to Palestine as foe said,; “You know, God gave 
Israel to Isaac through Abraham. It's even written in foe 
Bible!” She happily munched on Arab bread battered with 
homos. 

A Palestinian woman interrupted. "Ah, but did God give 
Palestine to only Jews? I beg to disagree, but God gave 
Palestine to foe seed of Abraham which through the 
Ptqpbet Ismael includes tire Arabs. Besides, Judaism is no 
huger a race of people but a religion. Can you doxy tins 
La foe?” 

Leslie shook her head in agreement Sandra continued. 
"My people are refugees from a land which they loved and 
tilled for two thousands years. What right have European 
Jews to my forefather's laud? Is it possible to squeeze aH 
the Jews in foe world into one small country? Then, aB the 
Christians in foe world should also have a special country 
just for them and the Muslims should too. I can see no 
justification of the occupation of Palestine by a foreign 
power! If foe Americans can use force to get foe Iraqis out 
of Kuwait, then at least they should be able to solve the 
Arab-IsraeH problem.” 

Some of foe women present at the meeting scratched 
their heads and nodded in approval It was foe Erst time 
they had ever beard the Palestinian ride of foe conflict But 
they were puzzled because they had been saturated with 
false history and cruel images of Arabs as barbarians with 
caveman mentality. Urey turned to Leslie. She was so good 
’with words and had a quick supply of facts and figures. She 
was a prolific speaker and even if foe did misinform, who 
knew the difference? Samba, the sad victim of the intifada 
who bad brothers and cousins in Israeli prisons did not 
make as significant an impression as Leslie who claimed, 
"Although I am a Jew, I don't agree with the Israeli policy 
towards Palestinians. It must be terribly bard to live under 
Israeli curfews ami threats!” 

Samba who had been born and raised in the West Bank 
replied; “Yes, it is extremely difBcuit to Eve under such 
conditions. No one here can imagine just bow difBcuit our- 
circumstances are. We live from one day to another, very 
unsure of our future. Our Eves are constantly endangered 


and then is bo secure phot for brities,_ chzfchies,_ 4 gad and 
infirm. Our young men have grown up without hope. Their 
dreams of education and a decent life have been degJroy&d 
by ftraeZr brutality . My broth er s have beat M lsrae ff 
prisons for doing nothing. They committed no crimes. 
Simply because they arePriestiuiati they were thrown fa 
prison and tortured and hdd without a trial oc a b r t ari t^, 
Israelis hope to stamp out foe Palestinians byoottingioBr 
in their hearts. Out families arc very dose hrit Tbe Axab 
people are devoted to their ebskken. A cbikl is o o tox k red 
to bea trust from God and parents place fo thefr $e ader- 
care in their children. Imagine how such a mother* Ads 
when her scat is jtiBed by Israelis for no reason other than 
being a Palestinian. How are we expected to forget and 
focgjve the injustices inflicted upon us 7” 

Again, many women shook their beads and a sign of 
compassion Bickered in their eyes . A world away,- aft Ac y 
had to worry about was which of thirty TV channels to 
watch, where to walk their dogs and which hairdresser to 
goto. Was it sympathy Lcsticfooxved when she carried ou 
wifo her facts ’ ^ figures? She could outspeak most women 
any day, but could she outspeak truth, pain and reality ? A 
quarrel fad been exposed between the present and die 
past Everyone could listen only as well as they couM bear. 

One concerned woman asked Samira, “Axe your 
brothers aB educated?” 

"Yes,” she answered. "Inspite of everything, aB my 
brothers are educated.” 

Then your family must be very rich!” 

"No, not at aB. I grew up in a refugee camp. My father 
worked very hard to support us. He paid for my oldest 
brother’s education and then my brother paid for the next 
brother to be educated and so on until aB my brothers 
became educated. Education is our only hope for a better 
future. We Palestinians prise education. My father died of 
hard work and a broken heart. He never saw bis land again. 
When my Either passed away, I never got to tell Mm aB the 
secrets I had to say 1” 

Another Palestinian woman named Michele spoke out. 
"There can never be peace in the Middle East until the 
IsracE oppression ends and foe Israelis acknowledge the 
fact that all Palestinians are entitled to Efe, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Right now, Palestinians are second 
dass citizens in their own land, they do not have the right of 
assembly, education, the right to vote or choose their own 
form of government. I warn aB of you that as long as the 
Palestine problem is left to fester there win never be peace 
and there win be further wars. Perhaps you wM sec the next 
Middle East war fought over water, for where are all these 
Russian Jews that are being sMpped to Israel going to ford 
housing, work and water? The next war w ill involve your 
sons just Eke the Gulf War did V 

Whatever mask Leslie was wearing, foe couldn't conceal 
her frustration at the effectiveness of the Palestinian 
women’s speeches. She puttered up to Samira and said, 
" Thank you Samba for your enlightenment. Yon talk so 
beautifully and with such emotion. It's been wonderful 
hearing your point of view.” 

In dosing, foe chairwoman who organised foe meeting 
said: "We are very happy to have had these Palestinian 
women present and to share their views and opinions with 
us. Thank you for coming. I hope that violence will stop 
and that there wifi be a just and lasting peace in foe Middle 
East !” 

After the meeting ended, rain still beat down hard on 
scurrying people, cars splashed in rivers of water and 
romewhere above foe din of noise in foe occupied 
territories, Palestinian brines were crying and mothers 
were mounting their dead, lime in a bottle. And the 
quarrel between the past and the present, right and wrong, 
was put on betid. But for how Jong? 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Sept . 19 

830 Family Man 
You Bet Your Life 

The two boys do what they 
should not do — betting on a 
football game — and the 
price is high, morally and 
financially. 

9:10 Outlaws 

Hard Case 
Starring: Rod Taylor 

1030 News to EogBfo 

1820 Movie Of The Week 

The Miniver Story 

Starring: Waiter PMgeon 
It is the story of a woman’s 
love for her family and her 
sacrifice after the aid of the 
World War IT. 

’ Friday, Sept. 20 

830 Night Court 
9:10 Forever Green 
1030 .News to Rngfoh 


1030 Stoion And fihnon 

Heels And Toes 

Saturday, Sept. 21 

830 TotaBy Hidden Video 
930 Encounter 
930 Classical Music 
1030 News In KngBsh 
1030 Feature FBm 

Dead Or Alive 

Starring: Kris Krtotoffenon , 
Mark Moses and David 
IhmMImshipn 

Sunday, Sept. 22 

830 The Simpsons 
9:10 Documentary 

Greed Guns Of Wildlife 

This is a documentary about 
illegal hunting of wBdlife and 
greed that is behind it. It also 
shows how conscious en- 
vironmentalists are trying to 
stop this destruction of wild- 
life. 

1030 News to EagBfo 


1030 BJ. Stryker 
Night Train 

Starring: Burt Reynolds, 
Ossie Davis, Lindsey ABej 
and James Best. 

Monday, Sept. 23 

830 Hey Dad 

9:10 Murder She Wrote ' 

Snow White, Blood Red 

Jessica is vacationing in a ski 
resort. A skiing coach and a 
would-be champion are mur- 
dered. Jessica has to cany 
out the whole investigation, 
especially when a third victim 
is murdered. 

1030 News In En gtkh 
1030 Over My Dead Body 

Tuesday, Sept. 2d 

830 Perfect Stn u qgers 

See You In September 


Balkie carries with him 
4 ineporian ’ traditions to Chi- 
cap, , 

9:10 Our House 

Silent Clock 

Staring: Wilfred Brfoticy, 
Dadre HaB, Shamtca Doher- 
ty and Chad AJBen 

1030 News In Engtisb 
1030 Colombo 

Starring: Peter Faffc 

A man orders on the phone 
Ms dogs to ktil his best friend 
and Colombo has to prow ft. 

WUnasday, Sapt. 2S 

&30 The Golden GMs 

9:10 BoBywood Story — Hto- 

di Cinema Today 

1030 News In Kw gfefc ^ 

10-20 French Minbcrks 
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Marmottan Museum celebrates 
the return of 9 stolen paintings 




c/ ;";j The Marmottan Museum in Paris is ceieb- 
te nriam of its prodigal dbOtbren 
tack to thefr homm: Nine predoos patnt- 
tags, stolen to 1985 and found again tost 
Pmstsmbrnr, a ft e r ffra jnan of towestfga- 
tan which took the police from Parte to 
vtaJ^mn. 

By Pascal Tetoac. 


PARIS — 77je nine paznr- 
^ togs, spectacularly stolen 
ftom under die eyes of the 
o. attenda nts and visitors, in 
broad daylight, included 
; ’ Claude Monets star painting 

hailing Impressionism: Soleil 
Levant (rising son). The 
event made the whole of 
France shudder. . 

It was just after ten o'clock 
on Sunday morning , Oct. 27, 
J9&5. About forty, visitors 
had just gone into the Mar- 
\ mottan Museum, a former 
. ? mansion in a quiet little 
street, opposite die Ranelagh 
Cardens, near the Bois de 
. “ Boulogne in Paris. The street 
itself is named after a painter, 
Louis BoiHy. 

Two youths paid their 
admission like everybody 
*■ else , and slipped in among 
f die visitors. They were soon 
joined by three other charac- 
tersonly one of whom wore a 
mask. In a Bash , die five- 
gangsters, who had drawn 
their guns, locked up die five 
attendants in a closet and 
gathered the visitors together 
in one of the fifteen exhibi- 
tion rooms. 

Three of them then rushed 
to die “Monet room ” in the 
basement, housing most of 
die paintings bequeathed to ' 
the Institut de Fiance, which 
owns the museum, by Michel 
Monet, the painter's son. But 
they did not just take any- 
thing. In addition to Impress- 


French museums , as the cost 
of insurance would be exorbi- 
tant. Their value is estimated 
as being at least a hundred 
million Bancs, but are they 
saleable, famous as they are? 

The victory of a 


ion, Soleil Levant, the price- 
less treasure which gave its 
name to Impressionism , they 
also took four other Monets: 
Camille' Monet (the painter's 
wife) and Her Cotisin On a 
Beach In TrouviUe, the Por- 
trait Of Jean Monet (his son), 
the Field of TuBps in Holland 
' and the Portrait of Poly, a. 
fisherman in Belle-Be. 

On the way up, they stole 
four further paintings, two by 
Renoir (Bather Sitting. on _a 
Rock and a hide Portrait of 
Monet), one by Berthe Mori- 
sot (At The Ball) and another 
portrait of Monet by the. 
Japanese painter and novelist 
Sei-Ichi Narusd. 

Then the five gangsters left 
as quickly as they had ar- 
rived, Stacking die nine 
paintings in the open boot of 
a double-parked grey car, 
and disappeared. The whole 
operation bad lasted less than 
ten minutes. 

It was the first time in 
France that such a bold hold- 
up had been carried out in a 
museum in broad daylight. It 
must be said that their task 
was greatly facilitated by the 
fact that die museum's alapn 
system is only switched on at 
night. 

That Sunday morning in 
the Marmottan Museum, 
there was considerable const- 
ernation, not to say despair. 
The painting* were not in- 
sured, as is the case in ail 


The investigation began. It 
was to last Bve years. In 
October 1987, two years after 
the theft, a trail was picked 
up in Japan. The Japanese 
press devoted long articles to 
an apparently very well-orga- 
nised French-Japanesc con- 
nection but one which had 
-not, however, managed to 
exchange the stolen paintings 
for cash. True or .false? For 
the Monets, it was not 
known. But, on 28th October 
1987, the. Japanese police 
announced that they bad 
found three other paintings 
~ stolen in France, the Corots 
looted in the museum of 
Saumur-en-Auxois, in 1984. 

A policewoman, who was 
to become famous, went to 
collect them and brought 
them back to France in De- 
cember, together with a 
fourth Corot which had been 
found in the meantime (out 
of the five which had been 
stolen in that museum). She 
was Chief Commissioner 
Miieille Balestrazzi, a smart 
young woman of 33, head of 
the Central Office for the 
Repression of thefts of works 
of art and art objects. 

Three years later, there 
was a dramatic turn of 
events, not to say a miracle. 
On Dec. 4, 1990 , the four 
paintings from Marmottan 
were found, not in Japan, but 
in die south of Corsica, in an 
empty Bat in Forto-Veccbio. 
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The receiver, a certain Dona- 
den Pierre Comiti, aged 30, 
was arrested, but be asserted 
that he bad not stolen the 
paintings. 

Commissioner Balestrazzi, 
assailed by journalists at the 
press conference announcing 
the victory, remained dis- 
creet about the way the paint- 
ings had been found, but she 
hinted that she had got wind 
of the “Corsican connection'' 
while in Japan. 


The April 16 was a day for 
celebration at the Marmottan 
Museum. All the stolen 
paintings were there, in the 
basement, /raving being 
cleaned, repaired (two of 
them bad been slightly dam- 
aged in the adventure), re- 
framed, mollycoddled and 
viewed with relish by the 
Paris “who’s who” of culture. 
What a relief. They were 
home again — L’Actualite en 
France. 


German TV flickering ou 


By Mark Heinrich 

Reuter 

» 

BERLIN — DFF television, 
the sole institotion of Com- 
munist east Germany to sur- 
vive German nnifrra t irm last 
year, will disappear Bom the 
nation's screens in a few 
months' time. 

DFF— - German Television 
and Radio — adapted to the 
democratic changes which 
swept east Germany after the 
collapse of communism, but 
nevertheless is doomed under 
the terms of a 1990 unity 

treaty between the two Ger- 
man states . 

Broadcasting in the new 
Germany is organised -along 
the old west German tradi- 
tion of decentralised, region- 
al stations. East German 
Radio and Television was 
centralised and before the 
1989 revolution under gov- 
ernment control. 

Only half of OFF’S 6J00 
staff can count on being hired 
by the regional stations that 
will replace the bloated cen- 
tral state system. 

And OFF’S replacement by 
stations that mil belong to 
the former west German 
ARD network will strip east 
Germans of a final say on 
programming and news 
beamed to their own ironies. 

“The new decentralised 
system, I fear, will do modi 
to muzzle a genuine eastern 
voice in television,” said 
Alfred Roesller-Kleint, 
DIF’s executive news editor. 

“ Millions of east Germans 
are going through tough 
times now,” he said in an 
interview, alluding to the so- 
cial upheaval, such as mass 
unemployment, wrought by 
the switch to capitalism. 

“They need our kind of 
understanding coverage, but 


after Dec. 31 that will give 
way to more and more of die 
glib, cool style of west Ger- 
mans who are just strangers 
here.” 

East German news prog- 
rammes have an unpreten- 
tious flavour for removed 
from die leaden propaganda 
of the Communist period but 
also distinct Bom the wooden 
delivery of many west Ger- 
man television broadcasts. 

Aktuell, DEE’S main even- 
ing news bulletin, and 
documentary programmes 
like Klartext (clear text) 
focus on the adjustments its 
viewers most make in the 
new Germany. 

DFF devotes more air time 
than the western channels to 
consumer reporting to help 
its audience come to terms 
with the hitherto • unfamili ar 
market economy. 

There is an environm ental 
magazine, ozone, which un- 
covers the ecological scandals 
perpetrated under commun- 
ism and king kept secret. 

A women's programme 
called no makeup illustrates 
how east German women are 
coping with a loss of econo- 
mic independence once the 
end of universal employment 
under communism. 

About 68 per cent of DIF's 
entertainment programming 
is homemade. Other prog- 
rammes are “imported” Bom 
ARD or abroad. 

On-air presenting is 
breezier,' more casual than 
the starchy standards of west 
German television. 

One of the most popular 
and acclaimed DIF’s prog- 
rammes is the “Eff 99” youth 
show. It is one of a select few 
which will survive when 
ARD takes over. 

DFF journalists may seem 
amateurish by western stan- 


dards, Sometimes bun glin g 
their scripts, stumbling over 
their questions or failing to 
raise important issues. Some 
even shake an official's hand 
and wish good luck at the end 
of an interview. 

This seems to be a linger- 
ing effect of growing up in a 
system that inculcated an awe 
of officialdom. 

But DFF editors say east 
German viewers do not mind 
a few problems and point to 
ratings competitive with 
ARD and ZDF, the national 
second television channel. 

“Out reporters are im- 
mediately affected by the up- 
heaval here, whereas west 
Germans are outsiders re- 
porting for distant west Ger- 
man audiences. East Ger- 
mans feel better informed by 
DFF,” said Manfred PobI, 
managing editor for the sta- 
tion’s news division. 

Regardless of ratings, DFF 
will still Bicker out under 
terms of the unity treaty 
which ruled our centralised 
state institutions in a federal 
democracy. 

DFF obtained the right to a 
slow death because of pro- 
cedural hurdles involved in 
dissolving it into west Ger- 
many's legally intricate sys- 
tem of decentralised public 
broadcasting systems. 

A Mitteldeutsche Rund- 
funk (Mid-German Broad- 
casting) Network headed by a 
west German has been 
formed jointly by three of the 
five east German states and 
intends to hire 2,000 staff. 
Political differences between 
the other two states have heft! 
up a joint network there .*’• 

DFF editors accept decen- 
tralisation but protest at the 
exclusion of east Germaik 
Bom senior posts in the new 
stations* 


Some cloaks are made of dreams 
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By flddi Mnnan 

HAMILTON, New Zealand 
— In April 1991 native New 
Zealander Rangmmrie Here, 
O.B.E, CJJJEL, opened the 
most recent exhibition of her 
work at the Waikato Museum 
in Hamilton. The Maori 
weaver, at 99, is one of New 
Zealand’s foremost experts in. 
a craft that was almost lost 
half a century ago — Bax and 
feather cloak weaving. The 
spectacular cloaks, each 
named after the bird whose 
feathers are used , are made 
by bending the end of each 
qaBl and securing it with a 
weft chain. 

It is largely due to Rangi- 
marie’s efforts and bard work 
that Maori weaving has seen 
a renaissance. When Waikato 
University awarded an hon- 
orary doctorate to the white- 
haired weaver in December 
1986, Biends, family and the 
public were more impressed 
than she was. “ I do what the 
old people taught me,” says 
Dr. Rangimarie diffidently. 


“Of coarse, Tm glad that 
people are weaving again 
now. But it's not such an 
extra-ordinary thing. I 
learned Bom my mother, I 
taught my daughter. ” Fitting- 
ly, Rangimarie’s daughter. 
Digger Te Kanawa, is in turn 
pasting the mantle down to 
her daughter Kabu. 

Digger? What sort of name 
is that? “ Well , if you want to 
talk about names , start with 
mother’s: - Rangimarie. You 
pronounce that Rangimarye, 
Peace on Earth; she was bom 
in 1892 when the Maoris and 
the pakehas (white men) 
stopped fighting atlast. “My 
grandfather was Charles 
Hursthouse, a surveyor 
working on the new railway 
line to be built through King 
Country 

King Country was a west- 
ern district of the North Is- 
land of New Zealand that 
held out against British 
domination in the 1870s and 
installed its own king. About 
the last thing the “Kingites” 
wanted was a railway line 


encroaching on their preca- 
rious independence ; they 
captured the surveyor. And a 
young woman of the tribe 
was captivated by Hurst- 
boose 

He married Mere Te Ron- 
gomamao, a. mission-edu- 
cated girl; he learned to 
speak fluent Maori and set- 
tled down. Fora while. When 
Rangimarie was still small, 
her father left King Country 
and went to establish another 
family in Wellington. His 
wife brought up their four 
children alone. They walked 
to school daily, or rode a 
pony if one was handy. 

Rangimarie married into a 
family as colourful as her 
own. Tukeba Taonui Hetet 
was a carpenter and builder, 
educated at Kings College in 
Auckland. His father, Louis 
La Hetette, was a French- 
man. “Grandpa owned the 
fast hotel in TeKuiti, and toe 
first butcher’s shop,” Digger 
remembers. The Hetets were 
pillars of society in the tum- 
of-the-centuiy frontier town. 



And because Hetet was 
one of the wild colonial boys 
who helped Britain win 
World War I, his daughter 
has her unusual name. The 
Australian and New Zealand 
troops were called “diggers. ” 
1 he returning soldier vowed 
that bis very next child should 
be so named. Except that the 
baby was a daughter, so she 
was baptised Diggeress Rangj 
Tuatahi . 

‘Tm used to being called 
Digger,” she smBes, “though 
when I was working in Te 
Kuiti, toe Chinese greengroc- 
er next door objected to my 
funny name. I told him that 
Tm also called Rangj. He was 
very pleased to hear it, and 
called me *Langj ’ Bom that 
day on.” 

Digger worked as a dress- 
maker in her young days, a 
craft she learned after her 
education had been halted by 
illness. *7 cried when I wasn’t 
allowed to go to Queen Vic- 
toria College with my sis- 
ters,” she recalls. Digger 
lived at home, a small girl 
with big, big dreams. She 
wanted to be a dress desig- 
ner, an artist, though she bad 
never been taught art. “But 
my dad, when be saw what I 
was trying to do, he let me 
use his toolshed as an atelier. 
If I made a mess in toe house 
mother scolded me. ” 

Digger never became a 
painter but she learned things 
at home that no schoolmis- 
tress could have taught her. 
There's the language. In the 
early years of this century 
Maoris with an ambition to 
“get on” spoke Fjigtish with 
their children. Maori didn't 
get you a job. Rangimarie 
and Tukeba only spoke 
Maori to each other when 
they didn't want the children 
to understand — bat, says 
Digger, “I bad big ears.” The 
sisters who went to village 
school and on to college 
learned knitting, crocheting, 
embroidery and dressmaking 
but not Bax-weaving. Digger, 
confined to home and the 
company of her mother and 
aunts, learned toe old crafts. 


“They always had some 
weaving, mat-plaiting or 
panel-making in band. 
Strangely enough, mother 
wasn’t keen to teach me. Dad 
told me to watch, find bits of 
materials and try it out my- 
self.” Rangimarie gave her 
daughter toe occasional tip, 
but Digger learned mostly by 
watching her teach others, by 
trial and error, by imitation. 
“What you've got to figure 
out for yourself, you don't 
forget!” she says. Digger 
married at 20, and raised a 
family of 12. There wasn’t 
much time for recreational 
fancy work then, though her 
skill in sewing came in handy. 
But she didn’t forget. 

In 1951, Digger and her 
mother were asked by the 
Maori Women's Welfare 
League to teach weaving. 
These two, mother and 
daughter, were among toe 
very few women in New Zea- 
land who bad toe skill and 
were sufBdentty articulate to 
teach others. Digger was sur- 
prised at first. “We thought 
the craft would die out with 
us old ones. People were 
more interested in becoming 
educated, I suppose. ” Tradi- 
tionally, weaving is a skill 
passed on among dose kin. 
•Simpler things like basketry 
are not so restricted, though 
Digger’s Aunt lira was horri- 
fied when she discovered that 
Digger was teaching food- 

basket weaving to an older 

woman. 

Teaching is a *tapu' (for- 
bidden) activity. A young 
person can’t teach her 
seniors. The heedless teacher 
will lose her knowledge. Dig- 
ger talked it over with her 
mother , and finally requested 
a special dispensation Bom a 
tribal elder. “Arc your shoul- 
ders strong enough to carry 
■this burden?” he asked with a 
grade. 

“I didn't understand what 
be meant then,” says Digger. 

“ I do now. Members of one 
tribe may object to an ’out- 
sider' called in to teach them. 
Older folks say, why is this 
young person teaching us? It 
used to bother me. Now Fm 



tbm Maori art of feather doaf 
wing might have become a loop 
tradition. 


used to it. The old man 
taught me a special prayer — 
well, Fve said it many times l” 

Attitudes have changed 
since then, and Digger is 
older, so toe seniority prob- 
lem is solving itself. Tribal 
distinctions are not so 
jealously guarded: National- 
lewd meetings are held reg- 
ularly and people hardly ask 
about individual descent. 
Women gather together as 
women and craftsworkers , 
eageriy learning Bom those 
competent to teach. Weaving 
has always been a women’s 
activity, carried out when no 
men were in the house. If 
visitors came, a weaver im- 
mediately covered her work; 
an unfinished weaving is 
tapu. 

“That’s another modern 
trend; some men want to 
weave. 1 teach them if they 
show talent Why not? Should 
we preserve the taboos and 
lose toe craft?” In 1988 Dig- 
ger was awarded a trip to 
study 19th-century Maori 
artifacts in museums in Eng- 
land and the United States. 
“It was during this trip that I 
really learned bow- near to 
extinction our heritage bad 
been. The Museum of Man- 
kind in London has a collec- 
tion of 100 exquisite cloaks. 


A ‘ kakapo ’ cloak in the 
Museum of Perth , shimmer- 
ing green, is made of the 
feathers of a bird now practi- 
cally extinct! We visited Pea- 
body Museum at Harvard, 
the Salem Museum, the Uni- 
versity of California — it was 
toe experience of a lifetime ! 
We were allowed to handle 
and examine toe handiwork 
of our ancestors. A few ap- 
plied techniques / had never 
beard of; I made notes and 
copies to make sure toe craft 
can be revived.” 

Digger enjoyed her world 
trip. Rangimarie dbesn't 
travel much nowadays. She 
does such work as her 
eyesight permits, and leaves 
■activity to the young ones; 
one great-granddaughter is 
conservator of textiles at the 
National Museum in Welling- 
ton. “ It’s good to see that 
now , during my own lifetime, 
the craft revives. It is no 
longer something to be seen 
in museums as an example of 
what toe Maoris did 200 years 
ago,” she says. 

A single feather cloak 
takes about 500 hours of 
work. Flax is harvested and 
prepared by the weaver her- 
self. “If I had a chance to 
shoot a ’kiwi, * I wouldn't do 
it!” Digger protests. There is 


a bird park in nearby Otof 
ohanga. If one of its nativt 
birds passes on to toe Grejt, 
Aviary, Rangimarie and . 
ger get the feathers. Di 
bunting season, Biends _ 
bags full of bird feathers, 
down of some bantam fo$ 
can also be utilised. N 

Digger wants to make oft 
feather cloak for each of he 
children: Half a doze} 
Brushed, half a dozen to gb 
Teaching and travelling tak* 
up time. Daughters Kabu ah i 
Rangj are involved in tin 
“business, ” as the family cstft. 
the Ohaki Village Gentffi 
Started by Digger’s son Drift 
the centre offers certificate 
for weaving students, tottr 
ists, school-children — an y 
one who 's interested in Ma& 
handicrafts. Learners are be 
ginning to Bock to Ohajc 
Village. Digger can pick c® 
toe ones who will make gdol 
weavers within a few days. 

But she doesn't sell featiS 
cloaks. “You put too much & 
yourself into them,” muse: 
Digger while rolling Bax fi 
bers on her thigh to mac 
string. “I think every Afaffi 
family should have one, ana d 
think they should make j, 
themselves. I'll teach anyoht 
who wants to learn!” Work 
News Link. 




Calorimeter 
measures human 
energy to solve 
nutrition problems 


Diabetics on human insulin 


By Steve Sakson 

The Associated Press 

BELTSVTLLE (AP) — Out- 
side, it looks like a high-tech 
walk-in cooler , with a control 
panel sporting a dizzying 
array of dials. Inside, it re- 
sembles a fancy jaH cell, with 
a sink, toilet , bed, TV and a 

■ door slot for meals. 

It’s neither a deep-freeze 
nor a lockup. It is a calor- 
imeter a room-sized machine 
that measures human energy 
with pinpoint accuracy , cal- 
culating how many calories 
the body takes in and gives 

■ off. 

This precision is crucial to 
' studying how diet affects 
health, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USD A) rescar- 
'• chers say. 

William Rum pier, USDA 
research physiologist, said it 
has become evident over the 
last decade that excess weight 
is “one of the top three 
health risks of Americans. ” 

’ The 9- by 12-foot (3- by 
4-metre) metal box was built 
in 1987 at the USDA’s Ener- 
gy and Protein Nutrition 
Laboratory and is now one of 
. three operating in the 
country. 

Test subjects spend 24 
hours in the box, as the re- 
. searchers call it Their energy 
use can be measured while 
’ exercising , resting, or 
' sleeping. 

Vie calorimeter has 80,000 
‘ sensors imbedded in its wails 
that pick up bow much heat 
the body gyves off. Other 
sensors measure how much 
oxygen is breathed in and 
how much carbon dioxide is 
expelled. 

Scientists feed the subject 
meals through a door slot. 


Each item on the tray is 
measured down to the gram 
for an exact calorie count. 

In the past four years, 
calorimeter . research has 
solved some practical dietary 
questions , the researchers 
said. 

For instance, a 3-year 
study involving more than 
100 subjects debunked a 
common dietary myth — that 
differences in body metabol- 
ism can lead some people to 
get fat while others stay thin. 

“There just isn’t the guy 
who eats six twinkies a day 
and doesn’t gain weight. He’s 
doing something else in his 
life, such as exercising or 
fidgeting inside his clothing 
or maybe be goes home at 
night and doesn’t eat din- 
ner, ” Mr. Rumpier said. 

The calorimeter also was 
used when the U.S. Navy was 
trying to figure our why some 
of its divers were losing 
weight during long-term sal- 
vage or research operations 
inside diving chambers. 

“Some bad lost up to 10 
per cent of their body weight 
in less than a month. It had a 
major impact on their per- 
formance ,” said researcher 
James Seale. 

Mr. Seale found that the 
high-pressure environment 
below the ocean surface had 
increased their energy use 10 
per cent to IS per cent. The 
pressure also was compress- 
ing their food, making it un- 
appetising and causing them 
to eat about 10 per cent to 15 
per cent less. 

The USDA was able to tell 
the divers exactly how many 
calories they would have to 
ear each day to maintain their 
weight. 


LONDON (R) — Diabetics 
who switch to genetically en- 
gineered human insulin from 
animal-derived versions are 
more likely to suffer danger- 
ous side effects, Swiss medic- 
al researchers have said. 

In two studies sure to fuel a 
growing controversy over 
human insulhi, the resear- 
chers found that 46 per cent 
of diabetes patients admitted 
to Berne hospitals suffering 
from severe hypoglycaemia 
— a sharp drop in blood 
sugar that can lead to coma 
and death — were on bio- 
engineered insulin compared 


with 34 per cent on animal 
insulin. 

Also, 90 per cent of those 
on human insulin had 
changed over from animal 
insulins. 

“As banian insulin in 
general has no advantages 
over highly purified animal 
insulins, the costs and be- 
nefits of universal transfer to 
human insulin should be 
seriously considered,” the re- 
searchers said. 

Diabetes, a condition of 
chronically elevated blood 
glucose, affects three to four 
per cent of the population in 
the Western world. In those 


who have the disease, the 
body’s own. immune system 
attacks' and destroys the cells 
that produce insulin. 

The Swiss studies, pub- 
lished in the British Medical 
Journal, are the latest in a 
series of conflicting reports 
over the merits of human 
insulin, first imorduced in 
1982 and now used by a 
majority of diabetics. 

' Older forms of insulin, a 
protein used to boost a (Babe- 
tic’s blood sugar level, are 
made from pig or cattle pan- 
creases. 

The high-tech version is 


cheaper to produce and purer 
but many diabetics have com- 
plained that the switch to 
human insulin suppressed toe 
early symptoms that signal a 
hypoglycaemia attach, thus 
eliminating the opportunity 
to take quick preventive ac- 
tion. 

British lawyers represent- 
ing some 500 diabetics said 
last month they arc conridcr- 
ing a multi-miUion-pound 
lawsuit against Chicago- 
based EU Lilly and Co and 
Novo Nordfak A/S of De- 
nmark, the main supplie rs of 
human insulin, on claims that 
the high-tech drug caused the 


s u tkr etf to have disastrous 
side effects. 

Both companies have re* 
jected claims that human in* 
suhn could be dangerous, at-' 
tug severs/ studies over the 
fas: five years. .that have 
shown no relation between 
insulin species and loss of 
wanting symptoms . 

The Swiss researchers, 
from the University of Berne, 
were the first to look at the 
impact of the transition from 
annual to human insulin. 
Severs/ studies have found 
that, in a strict cfrmcal set- 
ting, there is no difference in 


.the blood sugar Levels 
obtained by the two forms. 

However, the Swiss resear- 
chers said that patients who 
had switched to the human 
type were more Soely to suf- 
fer loss of concentration 


tion to bring it back to 
normal. 

In 493 episodes at 'hypogty- 
caemia, 52 per cent of pa- 
tients on human were 
Bkety to report a Jess of 
concentrat io n compared with 
35 per cent on animal insulin. 


Canadian artificial 
heart technology 
draws interest 


) Study finds benefits to lumpectomy 
for breast cancer treatment 


OTTAWA (R) — Canadian 
researchers have said they 
have begun to sell a light- 
weight battery pack and a set 
of wire cods that can poiver 
an artificial heart and free a 
recipient from bed. 

The University of Ottawa 
Heart Institute’s trans- 
cutaneous energy transfer, or 
TET device , sends electrical 
power to the artificial heart 
pump without requiring per- 
foration of the skin to ahow 
for wires. 

The power source is a key 
component to a self-con- 
tained artificial heart doctors 
worldwide have sought be- 
cause of a shortage of human 
donor organs. 

The University of Utah, 
where the first artificial heart 
pump was implanted, has 
bought some of the TET 
technology for use in animal 
experiments and hopes to St 
the first human with a fully 
implantable heart by 1994 , 
Ottawa Institute officials 
said. 


The institute is also nego- 
tiating to sell devices to two 
other U.S. research centres 
and has received inquiries 
■from three other groups in 
the United States and one in 
Europe. 

Most artificial heart reci- 
pients are tied to bulky com- 
pressors by tubes that can 
cause infection. But the TET 
device , developed in less than 
two years , weighs three 
pounds (1.36 kg) and allows 
patients to move above 
freely. 

Furthermore, researchers 
say, it is more efficient than 
similar U.S. devices, one- 
fifth cheaper than previous 
equipment and free of in- 
terference from electrical 
Gelds and metals that put 
recipients of old technology 
at risk. 

The energy transfer circuit 
in the device is a transformer 
with coils of wire just beneath 
the skin and on the surface of 
the skin. 
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SIMPLE SIMONS 
By Olka Damn 


ACROSS 
1 NSRWt 

33 Tool 

70 MacSatm deeply 

101 Tam kin 

5 Ehmefldary 
9 Factions 

35 AB together 
39 CrltfctapB severely 

72 Newsman Safer 

73 — de-boeuf (oval 

102 Novel 

103 TX landmark 

14 or book: abbr. 

38 Ames 

window) 

104 Scorches 

17 Inter — 

40 Outlaws 

75 "Ten Cents — " 

106 Tried to atari a 

IB “Born Frau" 

41 Blockhead 

77 Invasion 

base 

Botwsa 

43 Must 

78 Knjpp works sNa 

107 Spoken 

19 Stricter 

44 Gudgeon 

00 Mornings 

111 Oty on me 

20 Vtawod 

46 Caviar ban 

83 Turn down a page 

Ligurian Sea 

21 Exploits 

47 High rock 

comer 

112 Spare 

22 Grata 

48 Shade of meantig 

04 Mat 

T13 Superior 

23 Port oi a bkcra 

S3 Nadvee auff. 

B5 Antelope 

114 Field mouse 

wing 

54 Loco 

86 Pawn 

115 Confined 

24 Fragrant plant 

58 Extol 

88 Buye — a poke 

116 Up and about 

26kiqulsMNl 

57 Behavior 

80 Sorry! 

117 Fata 

27 Composition 

58 Road to Roma 

92 Grooved 

118 Laval 

28 Aslan land 

59 Piece oi artOery 

93 — up 

119 Fast ]et 

29 Mandate 

81 Oesfcad 

(accelerated) 

120 Rarvculer 

30 Parson's 

62 Msaflner 

96 Ledge 

tashkxi 

rasklenca 

66 Helpless target 

90 Laundry worker 

121 Restrain 

32 Hamtrn 

69 Young boys 

100GUB 

122 Straw 

DOWN 
1 Rural (My 

31 Concur 

59 Eyelashes 

87 One taken 

2 Basktas 

3 Neckwear 

32 Social event 
34 Sfcflan volcano 

60 Cpt*. and sgts. 
62 Nailer a 

advantage ol 
69 Hot sprtaga 

4 Pigeon 

35 Gaefic 

plummet 

91 Snare 

5 PMmad btrda 

36 Bare — 

63 Fuss 

63 Starchy 

6 Sipped away 

37 Spice 

64 'To — , and a 

foodatutts 

7 Dispute 

38 Strstatjem 

bone-" 

94 Carpentry 

B Knocks 

39 Fr. dramatist 
vnetorten 

68 Stating 

kwtiunentt 

9 Unger 

67 Retinue 

' 95 Town on Long 

ID Those who 

42 Table leaving 

BB Detain 

Island. NY 

sniggle 

11 TYinthig soul 

43 Pursue 

71 victim 

96 Sated pfamt 

■ tartadouaty 

74 Toughens 
76 Andent city In 

Iraq 

97 Deranged 

12 Scope or vise 
beginning 

45 Hse regrets 
47 Zesty 

99 Uberam 
100 Exhaust 

13 Rap aeastana 

49 coral reel 

78 Organic 

101 Hamswoggtad 

14 Osappeer 

50 Prim 

compound 

one 

arnduafly 
16 Max. shawl 

51 Campus Ague 

79 Have a meal 

102 Penxle eight 

52 Ups 

60 Some dwekngg 

105 Departure 

16 GBtotteand 

55 Neat 

abbr. 

lOB-GdOUa ones 

Loos 

58 Lite most 

81 Deal out 

108 Gad 

20 Dupe 

highway* 

82 Russ, river 

109 To shatter 

2SCofflp.pt 

58 Peace goddess 

85 Wealth 

110 — a hand (assist) 



l X 19, By J«mes Brnkk 


ACROSS 
1 Loathe 
6 inwjaction of 
annoyswea 
9 Freshwater ffafi 

10 Whom Cuzco to 

11 Awaken 

12 Drtzzta 

13 of Eden" 

14 Own 

17 Dutch commune 

15 Grotto 

T9 Sot genuine 


DOWN 

t draws In 

flmnhh in** 
tJreWUyn 

2 WMe 

3 Domestic 
am p toy eo 

4 Elect 

E Itjnarara abbr. 

B TantaftzB 
7 ■’exodus'' author 
B Mekxfles 
10 Short pithy 
saying 


21 Tricky Mow 41 Always poebcafly 

23 Minora! 42 Descartes or Co<y 

24 AvM 43 Ovirn cry 

25 Gndnnafl player 44 Married 

2B Maks annoyed 48 Picks up 

28 Scold 47 — man 

32 Rrieod (unankne 

33 Part of MfT: abbr. 48 Angry 

34 SMat 60 UiKttes 

37 F&n spoof Gartunki 

38 Roma'* 31 Also-ran 

40 Sea eagle 52 Employs 


54 Gons by 
56 Print measures 
58 Tram 

80 Cut 

81 VWth the 

m 

who 

82 Ipso — 


50 UnHattar or 
Gartunkal 

51 Also-ran 

52 Employs 


f4Raparaa 

roadway 

15 S ten ogr ap her's 


16 Indian ganrrent 
18 Put behind bars 
20 Glova aba: abbr. 

22 Kind dt oranga 

26 Umduhamtod 

27 Swart 

28 Summer In 
Chartres 


SOWHMmw 

31 Was painful 

34 LUngs 

35 Batty structure: 
abbr. 

38 Baines 

39 Wadding 
announcement 
word 

40 Choice part 

43 Explosion 


84 Turn away 

85 Chronicle: abbr. 
68 At lk ma dve 

rapias 


45 Opened wide 
47 Gr. (attar 
49 Asoendad 

53 Sweet stull 

54 Sudden Mar 
56Qwipowdar 

Ingredtartfc var. 
57Sfims 
56 Met 

60 Put sway for 
later 
62 51 


Last Week's Cr ypto grams 

1. We (bond vmtyieg time aim panting sad so eery odd in flight. We flew 
off la midday and ret urn ed home the previous night! 

2. In this world «*ury human deserves to have a haven no matter how 
humble or 41—1 it may be. 

3. Men who had created Us wealth making electro-magnets was known m 
M magnet magnate.” 

4. Why is it a yawn la a catching thing? 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. P1TYZ TUGS WIRE JDBTATL JUGDZE’W 
KWIEZ UE I DIZZYL WU JCIEOY I DKOCW 
A G D A. IPLIRZ UP CYROCVX. — By Lois H. Jones 

2. JL A GBHGBPLVMB MS GPDDE GEBYMB 
KLYYK TEBQL KPDDYPJQ GPL YMBILI 
APVT T.MV GLGGLBK VM QPBY SBPLJL 

—By Earl Ireland 

3. TIBACKY PUN NPC WORD TRICK VOICE 
R0DA KN Y IF KUAF UI8 KIBLA “SIOBF 


UAOBY." 


— By Ed Bnddleaou 


4. AEIOU ZEYZUIUY WJT1Q SEW WJTPG 
RIXUYQTBOJ WS OENU MENS YTWU 
04 YBQO MYSA QUTIZ FJ8GUX. — By Rita SaWato 
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nnu urisi niv.ui .itm 
i.iMwuJ Mifj m:mn 
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nun nnn nu.ua nniuuuin.i 
unr.t ninm uunu i.iuiKMi-i 
numin nun iiriua minn 
r.'ia.Tin RuiJMuiii.iUi'iun anuu 
uann uunu nun nunuu 
ununui.i i inf in nnu.v, nan 
nunuui m rimnu nan hum 
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^■SOLUTIONS OFH 

ILAST waira PUZZLGI 
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LONDON (R) — Women 
with breast cancer who make 
the controversial choice to 
remove only part of the 
breast rather than undergo a 
radical mastectomy may im- 
prove their chances for long- 
term survival, a team of U.S. 
doctors have said. 




The doctors said research 
showed that a radical mastec- 
tomy, in which the entire 
breast and surrounding tissue 
and muscle are removed, 
may also take away an impor- 
tant early wanting signal that 
the cancer is spreading to 
other parts of me body. 




A lumpectomy, ‘which re- 
moves only the part of the 
breast surrounding the 
tumour, increases the chance 
that the tumour will recur in 
the remaining part of the. 
breast. 

But because a recurring 
tumour in the same area is an 


indication that the cancer 
may spread to the rest of the 
body , women lose that early 
wanting signal if they bave* 
the whole breast removed. 

Some doctors argue that a 
lumpectomy coon increase 
the risk of the tumour spread- 
ing- 


A hospital improves staff-shortage 
crisis with imaginative scheme 


A hospital in Frankfurt has been experimenting with a 
scheme to improve staffing levels by improving 
morale among nurses and nursing aides. It has even 
set up a crdche so that nurses who are mothers are 
enticed back to the wards. The trial was begun in 
February last year in four wards. Before the end of 
this year, it wBl be introduced to a total of 25. Its 
success means that the hospital has dragged itself out 
of a situation in which , over a Sve-year period, 840 of 
the 1,180 nurses on the staff quit Although the new 
system is seen by its supporters as the answer to a 
nation-wide problem, news of the success remains 
limited. An inquiry at tire Bonn headquarters of one 
of the big national healtfi-jnsarancejschemes revealed 
that no one bad ever heard of the experiment. 
Michael Schumacher reports for tire Bohn daffy. Die 
Weft. 


THE ATMOSPHERE in the 
hospital iu the Frankfurt sub- 
urb of HOchst is easy and 
relaxed. It didn’t used to be. 
Once, the atmosphere was 
the same as at many other 
German hospitals, where 
skeleton staffs do their best 
to cope with patients — and it 
shows. 

All that nurses have time 
for is to make the beds, give 
injections and serve food. 
They work such odd shifts 
that they seldom manage to 
make persona/ contact with 
patients. Conditions are un- 
bearable for patients and 
staff alike. Many nurses are 
so demoralised that they give 
up their jobs. Shift working, 
•poor pay, low soda! status 
and the stress of what is often 
more than a statutory max- 
imum 10-hour working day 
have led to so many nurses 
quitting that hospitals are in 
serious trouble. 

State registered nurse Pet- 
ra Muting remembers with a 
shudder the catastrophic con- 
ditions at H&chst municipal 
hospital until about 18 
months ago: “Our surgery 
unit was on the point of 
closure. We had only one 
fully trained, state registered 
muse per shift in a 31-patient . 
ward. Ten hours without a' 
break were the role. Order- 
lies , conscientious objectors 
and students did the rest ' 
No-one can stand that for 
long.” 

Over a five-year period 840 
of the hospital’s 1,180 nurses 
quit It desperately needed 
staff, but experienced nurses 
were no longer interested and 
trainees were no longer com- 
ing forward to take their 
places. Hie situation looked 
desperate. Today the hospital 
has no lack of job applicants. 
Trained nurses who had res- 
J n disappointment and 
are returning in re- 


sponse to the new schedule. 
The city’s senior municipal 
health officer, Frank 
Heudorf, says it has been a 
success all along the line 
The new schedule is the 
brainchild of Ulrich Tsduers- 
chke, head of nursing ser- 
vices, who saw at Gist hand 


bow sick and tired his staff 
were of their working condi- 
tions — and decided to try 
and improve them. IBs con- 
cept is based on four fun- 
damental changes: 

First, nurses now work a 
five-day week and can choose 
their shifts, working part- 
time if they want to, on a 
monthly batis. The main shift 
is from 730 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

It used to be from 6 ami. to 
1:30 pjn. with fewer staff). 
During this period, which is. 
when most work is done , 
wards are fully staffed. 
Volunteers for toe evening 
shift are paid 20 per cent, for 
the night shift 40 per cent 
more — up to DM 1J!Q0 
more per month before tax. 

Fears, that volunteers 
would not come forwardbave 
proved unfounded. “There 
are always enough volunteers 
to work in the evening or at 
night. Flexitime has made 
our staff more flexible, ” says 
chief nurse Edith Marx. 

Second, the emphasis is 
now. on patient-oriented 
holistic care, a cqpcept that 
takes into acconnfboth' the 
patient's natural desire for 
personal care and the nurse’s 
desim fm recognition and re- 
sponsibility. Nurses who used 
to rush from ward to ward 
making beds and often had 
no time to spare for indi- 
vidual patients now look after 
a specific group of patients, 
waking them up, making 
their beds, serving their 
meals and providing medical 
care. And ft works. 

Thomas Umscheid, one of 
four ward doctors: “ Nurses 
now know their patients 
much better and can point 
out to me as I go on my 
rounds any important mental 
changes. ” A side-effect that 
is attributed to the new sche- 
dule fa that drug consump- 


tions in the four test wards 
has declined by 30 per cent. 

Third, aU instructions are 
noted in writing. The doctor’s 

instructions used as a^ru/e to 
be given by word of mouth; 
now they arc gjven in writing 
and immediately counter* 
signed, which is a major legal 


safeguard, for nursing staff. 
Doctors had to accustom 
themselves to this new 
arrangement. “It’s a good 
idea , of coarse,” says Dr 
Umscheid, l ’butwcnowhavt 
even more ' paperwork. We 
could well do with a ward 
assistant” 

Fourth, the hospital runs a 
creche for nurses with babies. 
They are nurses who would 
otherwise have had to qmt 
but can now cany on work- 
ing, safe in the knowledge 
their babies axe being looked. 
after only a stones throw 
away. Sifas, the son of nurse 
Sabine Polgar , attends the 
hospital cr&chc. Muse Pol- 
gar, 30, went back to work 
after taking a year’s mother- 
hood leave. Work in her old 
ward was so exhausting that 
pregnancy came as a wel- 
come relief. She was deter- 
mined not to go back to 
nursing, but thought about 
changing her mind when she 
heard about the new sche- 
dule. She now enjoys her 
work, especially now she has 
enough time to look after her 
son. 

The new schedule costs 
DM 2^00 a mouth extra per 
ward, which isn’t much for 
the approvement in working 
conditions when it is consi- 
dered that the hospital fa run 
on a budget of DM 191 mo- 
tion and that each ward tem- 
porarily closed (at one point 
there were up to three, rotat- 
ing) cost DM 320,000 per 
month. An increasing num- 
ber of delegations from other 
dSnics and other cities tour 
the hospital, talking with pa- 
tients and staff, to a 
dearer idea of how it works. 

Herr Tscbieiscbkc says: 
“Initially, my idea was given 
no more than a wan smile. 
Now ft has been seen to work 
everyone claims to have 
known freon toe-start that it 
would be a success .” But 
many hospitals seem to have 
trouble in adopting ft. It has 
been in operation in Frank- 
furt for a year and several 
other hospitals are trying to 
follow suit. 

Dietrich Warmbier, admi- 
nistrative director of the 
Heilig-Geist-Krankenha us 
and deputy head of a group 
of 17 Frankfurt hosp ital 
“We have introduced the 
five-day week, and ward 

assistants have been 
appointed to take up their 
duties imm edi ate ly.” Ward 
assistants art* a itAor 


category designed to help 
nursing staff to handle their 
paperwork . But other, 
Hddist-stylc improvements 
have bad to be postponed. 
“We don’t have the money J* 
Herr Warmbier says, refer- 
ring to subsidies the city has 
Baled to provide. 


Bui Herr Tschierscbkc 
feeds the dty has been excel- 
lent. It has chipped in DM 
. 930,000 to help the hospitals 
to deal with their staff i shor- 
tages. Extra cash has been 
earned tty providing se r vice r 
such as letting rooms, tefe- 
ptiooes and TV sets. He says: 

“ Eoough cash fa antffable. It 
merely has to be put to the 
right use. -He fa annoyed by 
the argument that hospitals 
are poverty-stricken. His 
basic ar g um ent fa that wort- 
gmg conditions must be im- 
proved “The DM 300 a 
month per nurse the health 
insurance schemes . provide 
must not simply be banded 
on as higher wages,” he says. 
“It most be used to improve 
working conditions and to 
make the profession more 
attractive.” 

The sum the health insur- 
ance schemes pay for hospital 
care is based on a hasp sum 
of between DM200 aod DM 
500 per patient per day and 
on figures for incidental ex- 
penditure that date back to 
1969. They work on the 
assumption that wards area 
run by a specific tninhnurn 
number of musmg staff, fad- 
ing to take into account 
medical p r ogress in recent 
decades. Modern dfagaostic 
techniques, for instance, 
have identified multiple com- 
plaints, making the patient’s 
hospital stay longer. Yet hos- 
pital staff have shorter work- 
ing hours than they did a 
generation ago. Any extra 
staff needed must be pro- 
vided and handed by the hos- 
pital itself. 

The health insurance 
schemes are considexmg re- 
forms. “Early in August,” 
says Hans-Georg Kransbaar , 
Frankfort business manager 
of the AJlgesneine Ortskxank- 
cnkas&e (AOK), “we are 
going to talk with hospitals 
and see bow we can . fi n ance 
future restructuring.*' At* 
Hdchst the new schedule 
felt to have been such a 
success that it fa to .be ex-' 
tended from the four test 
wards where it began in 
February 1990 to 25 fuB 
wards before the year’s end. . 

Other Under seem Mkefy 
to maintain their reffance on 
conventional means of coping 
wfth the health senks asis. 


opspuals in wind wed to be 


vxermany, wmco cr - 
mtrdl? be tiie fast warden foe 
subject. The schedule's Gff 
foe to spread further afield 
yegg to be toe waft cf a 
breakdown in the Bow iff 
mornmtkm . At tbe AOK 
association’s Bona bead 
no-one las ever heard 

rtf if 
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(Conttancd from page 1) 

seek a unilateral solution bo tbe Arab- 
Israeli 'and the Palestinian-Isnefi 

problem. Tbe very nature of the 
two-track process saggests very dear- ‘ 

iy that it is integral to the process that 

agreement cannot be achieved on 
comprehensive peace based on U-N. . 
Resotntioos 242 and 338 unless that 
agreement is on both trades. So the 
participation In thesiaic-fo-stace o*nm 
does not contribute to comprehensive 
peace. Nor can any government dabn 
that it had achieved comprehensive 
peace. Even if we take into considera- 
tion the Egyptian-JsraeJi agreement, 
which stands, before us, is a dear 
indicator that that in itself k not 
enough to achieve c omp rehensive 
peace and therefore the participation 
the Palestinians is an essential factor 
in this regard. 

Q ; What is yow comment on the 
argument that a bad deal would be 

better than no deal at all considering 
the increased pace of Jewish settle- 
■ meats in the occupied territories? 

A: I feel that today domestically in 
the U.S. there is a tremendous con- 
cern for regional probl em s solving in 
the Middle East. So that is certainly 


an opportunity then; that should be 
taken :verv very seriously by all con- 
cerned. Hbwever, I just want to make 
dear that there te a difference you 
refer to a deal, between a conference 
and its convening and between the 
intellectual, economic, social and 
■ political stamina required to maintain 
a process and it is there. 

It is terribly imp o r tan t, I fed, that 
die U.S. commits itself to a process, 
that indeed Europe commits itself to 
a process, that Japan commits itself to . 
a process whereby the difficulties 
faced by all concerned in the region 
are understood. It is one thing to say, 
as you said, a bad deal which implies 
that the parties will be squeezed with 
p r essur e to attend the conference but 
that. pressure cannot be maintained 
mdefmitely if regional arrangements 
are to be achieved and dot has. to- be 
through some form of cons en s ual 
agreements so this co m bo— to be 
mwwainw i — means that the credi- 
bility of the players, politically, 
socially and economically, has to be 
developed and as far as the Palesti- 
nians are concerned clearly poGtical 
balance has to be achieved between 
brad on the one side and the Palesti- 
nians on -the other for a comprehen- 
sive and jnst peace. 


‘Compromise’ reported 


(Cantoned from . page 1) . 

by the London-based Arabic 
newspaper A1 Hayat Monday as 
saying that although he would 
participate in the talks if asked, 
he would not agree to be a 
“substitute for the representation 
of the sons of Jerusalem.” 

Israel, tbe diplomats said, con- 
sidered the two villages to he 
within the West Bank since it 
occupied East Jerusalem during 
the 1967 war. 

Mr. Baker Monday spent three 
hoars discussing a letter on U.S. 
positions on the proposed talks 
with Palestinian leaders. 

The Palestinians smd Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
approval was needed before they 
joined the talks, but hinted at 
concessions on delegates to meet 
Israeli demands if Washington 
backed the principle of Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied Arab 
territories in return for peace. 

“I don’t want to tackle the East 
Jerusalem problem now through 
tbe media,” Egyptian President- 
Hosni Mubarak said after meet- 
ing Mr. Baker Tuesday night 
when asked if Cairo was working 
with Palestinians to find a com- 
promise for East Jerusalem. 


“Let this question be discussed 
in tbe conference." 

Pales tinian sources said among 
other leaders from the two: vil- 
lages that could be candidates for 
the talks were Said Areiqat, a 
newspaper columnist from Abu 
Dis. 

From Aizariya, they named 
Fadwa A1 1.aharii, Tamer A1 Ais- 
sawi and Us sister Fadwa. 

Israel earlier said that as a 
compromise, it would talk to 
Palestinians born in Jersalem but 
now firing in Jordan and bolding 
Jordanian documents. Arabs, 
proposed Palestinians who origi- 
nally came from Jerusalem but 
who now lived, for example, in 
Nablus, in die occupied West 
Bank could be included. 

The PLO has yet to decide on 
the shape of the team — whether 
it would form an independent 
delegation or would fink up with 
Jordan. 

PLO Executive .Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas was 
quoted by die Palestinian news 
agency WAFA as saying the PLO 
decision wifi be announced on 
Sept. 28 after a meeting in 
Algiers of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) doe to open five 
days earlier. 


U.S. movesiorces to S. Arabia 


(C on ti n ue d foam pace I> - 

overflights. " d . 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar also said be did 
not think the United States 
needed permission from the 
council to send in U.S. warplanes 
to help efforts to eliminate Iraq’s 
former-range missiles and biolo- 
gical, chemical and unclear 
weapons programmes. 

“I don’t think the United 
States is going to the Securiiy 
Council in order to ask for a 
special anthorisation,” he said, as 
he entered U.N. headquarters. 
“But I think they could consider 
(that) it is inducted in the overall 
anthorisation under Chapter 
Seven" of the U.N. Charter. 

Earlier, the White House 
announced die United States is 
sending some military air units to 
Saudi Arabia. Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar said he had not been informed 
in advance of the .U_S. move. 

A U.S. administration official 
said the United States wants Iraq 
to allow the United Nations to 
use its own helicopters on inspec- 
tion flights over Iraqi territory. 

President Bush said Iraq 
“knows better than to take on tbe 


United States of America." Mr.- . 
Bush said he was “plenty fed up" 
with Iraq’s resistance, and U.S. 
planes would escort United Na- 
tions helicopters if necessary to 
protect their weapons inspection 
missions in Iraq. 

National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft said the Sauffis 
would receive Patriot missiles for 
defensive purposes. 

‘ “We’re not in a threatening 
mode here," Mir. Bush said while 
Inking in the Grand Canyon in 
Arizona. 'That’s not what this is 
about ... there’s jnst determina- 
tion that (Iraq) will comply” 
with the United Nations mandate 
to inspect nuclear facilities. 

The head of a U.N. nuclear 
weapons inspection team said 
U.N. missions would press on 
with a ttempts to uncover Iraq’s 
military secrets despite any hos- 
tile Iraqi reaction 

'Briton Leslie Thome, told of 
file deployment by reporters in 
Baghdad, said, “I don’t think it’s 
going to make the atmosphere 
any easier for us. I expect the 
Iraqis .will react very strongly. 
We’ve had some very, very strong 
comments from them this" week 
about aspects of our inspections.” 


Between graciousness and 
the bonanza of the bizzare 


By Mohammad Zakaria 

SINCE its adoption in 1967 
Security Council Resolution 
242 has been the subject of 
intense study and misinter- 
pretation. The celebrated con- 
fusion over tiie English text, 
where the eiqpresti(m u tenitor- 
ies occupied" was taken to 
mean either all territories or 
some territories, a peculiarity 
of the English ■ language ] has 
enabled Israel to claim that it 
has already complied with the 
resolution, since it has with- 
drawn from the Sinai (although 
the expression ‘des territoires 
occupe’ is used in the French 
text). Back in the seventies, an 
amusing interpretation was 
offered by a Harvard professor 
of international relations, who 
argued that the resolution did 
not specify the direction of the 
Israeli withdrawal :to the east of 
Suez or west, to the east of tbe 
Jordan River or west, to the 
south of the Golan Heights or 
to the north in Lebanon. 
Nowadays what land to ret ur n 
to tiie Arabs is a widely de- 
bated topic in Israel, and given 
Israel’s resourcefulness, the 
Palestinian delegation is 
hereby forewarned not to be 
shocked if it turns out that 
Israel had been talking about 
yet uncap tnred parts of “Eretz 


Resolution 242 is a potential 
gold mine of still more weird 
interpretations. Take for ex- 
ample paragraph (i) of the 
resolution, which calls for “the 
establishment of a jnst and 
durable peace In the Middle 
East, which should include the 
application of both of the fol- 
lowing principles: 

(i) Withdrawal of Israel 
armed forces from territories 
occupied in the recent conflict; 

(ii) Termination of all claims 
of belligerency and respect for' 
.and acknowledgement of the 
sovereignty, territorial integri- 
ty and political independence 
of every state in tbe area and 
their right to live in peace 


within secure and recognised 
boundaries free from threat or 
acts of force." 

If one is to gp by articles and 
punctuation then, with the 
absence of a comma after 
“belligerency," part (ii) could 
be read to call for a termina- 
tion of respect for and acknow- 
ledgement of the sovereignty,- 
territorial integrity and politic- 
al independence of every state 
in the area and their right to 
live in peace within secure and 
recognised boundaries free 
from threat or acts of force, in 
addition to the termination of 
all claims of belligerency. 
Furthermore, part (ii) talks ab- 
out “every state” in the area, 
and Palestine was not yet rec- 
ognised as one. Thus the secur- 
ity of tbe state of Palestine 
would be in jeopardy. 

The question of returning 
land to the Arabs has recently 
emerged in the form of the 
formula of “land for pease." 
The ongoing peace process 
crodafiy depends on this for- 
mula, and indeed it has been 
identified with it. On the sur- 
face “land for peace" sounds 
like a nice accommodating 
arrangement, but upon closer 
scrutiny it may turn out to be a 
humour less twisting of the arm 
of 242, which would reveal it as 
a potential breeding grounds 
for more trouble here in the 
Middle East and interna- 
tionally. 

The formula “land for 
peace" can be obtained from 
paragraph (i) above if we re- 
duce (i) to “land” and (ii) to 
“peace", and if we posit a 
logical, cause and effect rela- 
tionship between (i) and (ii). 
Then the formula can read: 
Since Israel is interested in 
peace it will return the land. 

Now 242 does not provide 
for this interpretation, since it 
rails for the application of both 
(i) and (ii) not necessarily in 
any order. In other words, each of 
of the U.N. Charter that stands 
on its own without any need 
for justification. Thus (i) is a 


Baker meets Syrian leader with draft 


(Continued from page 1) 

give peace a chance," said the dally 
Ttehiin in an editorial. “But the 
Israelis have deliberately slammed all 
doors to shot out the wind of peace." 

It said: “Baker must be convinced 
by now that die Israeli intransigeDce 
has reached a level where nothing 
could be useful other than power and 
pressure as a means of persuasion." 

It called Mr. Baker's nip “the visit 
of die last chance.” 

Mr. Baker . flew to Syria from 
Cairo, where be met with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak Tuesday. 

Mr. Mubarak has said the Arabs 
should go to the Mideast confere n ce, 
which the Soviet Union would co- 
sponsor, regardless of tbe outcome of 
dje UJS. -Israeli- rift 
A senior Bnsh administration 
official said hours before Mr. 
Mubarak spoke that if Israel got 
the loan guarantees without 
promising none of the money 
would go for settlements in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, “the Arabs would not show 
up" at a peace conference. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said it 
was Mr. Baker’s belief that “the 


Arabs would walk if this thing 
just rolled through with no condi- 
tions." 

But when Mr. Mubarak was 
asked at a news conference if he 
thought the Arab states would 
boycott a peace conference be- 
cause of the loan guarantees, he 
replied, “Fm not going to tackle 
the problem of the $10 billion. 
It’s a problem between the U.S. 
and Israel.” 

The Egyptian president added 
that “attending the conference is 
a must.” 

Mr. Baker was likely tb en- 
counter a tougher line in Damas- 
cus. 

Another government newspap- 
er, A1 Thawra, focused on tbe 
U.S. -Israeli dispute, saying: “The 
hysterical Israeli escalating reac- 
tion against the American admi- 
nistration is dear evidence that 
Israel is not interested in peace.” 

A top Saudi diplomat prepar- 
ing for an unannounced trip to 
Moscow consulted Mr. Baker in 
Cairo Wednesday, a senior U.S. 
official said. 

Tbe visit to Moscow by Prince 


restatement of the principle of 
the inadmissibility of territorial 
acquisition by force, and (ii) 
embodies the basic objectives 
and principles of the U.N. 
organisation. Indeed it is the 
raison d'etre of die U.N.. The 
“land for peace” has been 
obtained by forcing (i) and (ii) 
upon each other, suggesting a 
need for justific a tion for each 
- of them, although they have 
been independently upheld 
throughout the history of the 
U.N. 

The land meant by the for- 
mula “land for peace” was 
acquired by force, precisely 
what the U.N. Charter is not 
about. The formula is thus an 
open invitation to territorial 
acquisition by force, so long as 
the acquisition served the in- 
terests of international peace 
and security, a highly volatile 
concept. It is as if the U.N. 
Charter has been amended to 
read: “Any member state may 
capture whatever territories it 
deems necessary for the 
maintenance of international 
peace and security." There is 
. no telling how such a provision 
would be used by international 
cnmmals. 

Remember that “peace” can 
mean either a political arrange- 
ment acceptable to die parties 
involved, or the simple abs- 
ence of war. The first sense is 
intended in the "land for 
peace” formula. The second 
sense could have enormous 
possibilities if applied not to 
the “land for peace” formula, 
but to its obverse, also a logical 
possibility. “Peace for land,” 
the obverse, can be obtained 
by reversing the cause and 
effect relationship between (i) 
and (ii). The resulting set-up, 
coupled with the second sense 
of “peace” would have Israel 
grabbing additional Arab land 
in return, this time, for not 
waging war against the Arabs. 
Arab life would/ then turn 
into die perpetual inferno of 
appeasing tbe Israeli monster! 

These are by no means far- 

Bandar Ben Abdul Aziz, Saudi 
Arabia's ambassador to the Un- 
ited States, stirred speculation 
that the world's largest oil expor- 
ter may be willing to offer the 
Soviet Union financial help. 

The Soviet Union, reefing from 
economic crisis and its central 
government system disintegrat- 


fetched interpretations, given 
the bizarre readings of 242 
mentioned above. Clearly. 242 
is not a suitable vehicle for 
bringing about a durable peace 
in the Middle East. 

One of the outstanding de- 
fects of 242 is its insensitivity to 
Arab cultural sensibilities. The 
peace resulting from whichever 
Of its formulas is adopted 
would cast a dark shadow on 
Arab consdousness. Yes, you 
got your peace through the 
humiliation of defeat. The 
argument that tins is the best 
possible package tbe Arabs are 
entitled to under the circumst- 
ances will not hold. Tbe humi- 
liation of defeat is something 
the Arabs will just not accept. 
Thus after 1967 there was talk 
about Arab culture and civi- 
lisation being at stake, and 
Israel was bragging that it was 
a matter of hours before the 
Arab leaders would crawl 
across the Jordan River and 
hand in signed cart blanches. 
But then 24 years later, a mere 
glimpse in the life of nations, 
Iraqi missiles were hitting 
Israeli targets with devastating 
accuracy. 

Resolution 242 cannot get us 
veiy far. We have to look 
around for an indigenous for- 
mula. Perhaps it would be use- 
ful to start with an impression I 
had a couple of years ago while 
relaxing in a small park in West 
Jerusalem. A group of Jewish 
schoolchildren jumped over 
the park wall, coming from 
school. While still chattering in 
He brew, some of them laid 
their backpacks at tree trunk 
then they fought in the most 
natural primary school man- 
ner. Then they picked their 
bags and drifted home, paying 
no attention to me or indeed to 
the outside world. They were 
not looking for approval or 
intimidated by a possible dis- 
approval. Because, for them 
Jerusalem was borne, and they 
fought every day on their way 
back from school. Just as I had 


ing, has made an aggressive pitch 
for aid that included a mission to 
die Middle East by special Krem- 
lin envoy Yevgeny Primakov. 

■ Prince Bandar’s trip would be a 
follow-up to Mr. Primakov’s mis- 
sion, said tbe U.S. official who 
spoke to reporters during Mr. 
Baker’s flight to Syria. 


Jordan awaits Baker for pledge 


(Continued from page 1) 


ican pledge and commitment to 
implementing United Nations re- 
solutions on tbe Arab-Israeli con- 
flict through the proposed peace 
conference has also strengthened 
the Jordanian government’s hand 
internally in dealing with power- 
ful political groups opposed to 
the U.S.-led peace process. 

In his talks with Mr. Baker 
today, His Majesty King Hussein 
is also expected to brief tbe 
Secretary of State on Jordan’s 
worsening economic problems in 
the wake of the Gulf crisis and 
tbe return of over 230,000 ex- 
patriates from Kuwait and other 
Gulf states. 


During his last visit to Jordan, 
Mr. Baker affirmed that Amer- 
ican aid to Jordan was an issue 
under consideration and that the 
White House bad already moved 
to unfreeze economic assistance 
to tbe Kingdom suspended during 
the Gulf crisis. 

However, tbe present level of 
American aid to Jordan does not 
address a fraction of the King- 
dom’s actual needs (see page 7). 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan emphasised in re- 
cent comments that any positive 
Jordanian contribution to the 
peace process can be expected 
only from an economically stable 
Jordan whose options will be 
limited if it continued to face 
tough economic problems. 


done years back returning 
home from school in East Jeru- 
salem. What could be more 
home than that? 

I went home feeling dis- 
gusted with tbe cruelty of our 
earlier views of tbe conflict, 
and I prayed that some gifted 
person would have the courage 
to extricate us all, in one fell 
swoop, from the quagmire we 
were embroiled in. The 
late Egyptian President 
Amvar Sadat's visit to Jeru- 
salem came very close to 
answering my prayers, but the 
poor man turned out to be 
operating on a different 
wavelength from Menachim 
Begin. While Mr. Sadat was 
hoping his visit would generate 
an avalanche of positive emo- 
tions among the Israelis, Mr. 
Begin decoded the message as 
a carte blanche to wreak havoc 
in the West Bank, Gaza and 
Lebanon. 

By not responding to Mr. 
Sadat in kind, the Israeli lead- 
ership confirmed the claims 
that they belonged to an alien 
culture, perhaps that of tbe 
“Thirteenth Tribe" of Arthur 
Koestler. But the door is still 
open for a response along 
Judeo-Christian-Mu&lim lines. 
It is never too late for a re- 
fresher course in the fun- 
damentals of your culture, 
especially that you have been 
wandering, at least upon one 
account, for centuries. Yes, 
the two peoples deserve much 
more than they have got them- 
selves into. The “mutual gra- 
ciousness approach” might do 
the trick. 

As real Semites, the two 
peoples know the proper thing 
to do: An Israeli announce- 
ment of its intention to with- 
draw from all the lands it occu- 
pied in 1967, and an invitation 
for the Palestinians to make 
the necessary arrangements to 
replace them there. The Arabs 
will not get tbe wrong message: 
Not out of fear that Israel 
could return to those lands 


whenever she choses, but that 
the message has been transmit- 
ted through an intra-cultnral 
channel that is simply beyond 
negotiation, international law 
and the good offices of whoev- 
er is going to get in between 
the two peoples! 

Happily for everybody, 
Israel Still could maintain its 
Haims in Ur the Chaldean and 
Tel El Amarneb, bat this 
would be an entirely different 
claim, Israel wifi be able to 
daim them without really hav- 
ing them or wanting to have 
them. The Palestinians would 
likewise still claim Haifa and 
Tel Aviv without really having 
them. (What does it really 
mean to “have” a dty? The 
two people wouldn’t want to 
go into this!). 

In short, the “mutual gra- 
ciousness” approach would 
open the doors of tbe Middle 
East for both Arabs and Jews 
to travel freely and unham- 
pered, an opening that could 
transform the Middle East 
beyond our wildest dreams. 

There is of course tbe argu- 
ment that the Israelis would 
end up controlling tbe Arab 
economies. If they did, then it 
is jnst tough hick, and may be a 
welcome improvement upon 
some of Arab non-economies. 
But tbe Arabs have proved 
themselves as very shrewd 
businessmen throughout his- 
tory. More importantly, this 
peaceful challenge from Israel 
should spur tbe Arabs to get 
off their indolent you-know- 
what and meet the Israelis on 
their very tmf: logical process 
to logical process, business 
venture to business venture, 
technological innovation to 
technological innovation, so- 
cial security system to soda! 
security system, medical care 
programme to medical care 
programme, and yes library to 
library. 

Then and only then would 
the two peoples realise how 
silly they have been. 


Hopes high 1 
for hostage 

(Continued from page 1) 

77-year-old World War n pilot, 
would be set free 
“I believe that his release will 
be proceeded by a communique 
from his kidnappers,” said the 
source, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

In Damascus, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq A1 Sharaa was 
asked whether he agreed with the 
report of an imminent release, he 


said: “Yes, rm optimistic there 
may be one soon.” 

Syria has been instrumental in 
freeing Western hostages held by 
pro-Iranian groups. 

British embassy officials in 
Beirut said they have no informa- 
tion about Mr. Mann’s possible 
release. 

“We have no firm news to 
suggest that this report is cor- 
rect," said Charge d’Affaires 
John Tncknott, commenting on 
the IRNA dispatch. 

Mr. Mann’s wife, Sunnie, also 
said she had no firm news, but 
was upbeat. 


Masri works on reshuffle 


(Continued from page 1) 

helped Mr. Masri win tbe neces- 
sary edge in tbe confidence vote 
session in July although it was not 
consulted on tbe make-up of the 
government. 

Informed sources said they be- 
lieved the Constitution Bloc would 
ash for six cabinet posts from 
about ten that sources expect will 
be vacated in tbe forthcoming 
reshuffle. But sources within tbe 
bloc say that they would want to 
study tbe cause of tbe reshuffle 


before making a final decision. 

Mr. Masri ’s prime concern, 
sources maintain, is to strengthen 
bis government by bringing in 
more Parliament members who 
are willing to risk pressures which 
may arise in the course of peace 
negotiations with Israel as well as 
deal with the increasing economic 
pressures internally. Some sources 
add that the premier wiD use the 
reshuffle to remove ministers on 
whom tbe Lower House expressed 
reservations during tbe confidence 
session. 
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RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
‘ Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket- 
UfoofoHan Bartatquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our . 
.... specialities 
Open daily 12100 - 3:30 
•p.tti. . ' 

S. 6:30- Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professio n al Quality' in 
. I. Hour Servids 
^Develop your colour film ht 
our shop ami get:- 

» JUMBO photo 

stem 30% laromr 


* From mnlmrpm- 
nmat 20 x 30 cm 


Shmekaui - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone : 604042 
Swefiefa let 823891 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Sptdal Chinese Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 


Opes U - 30 - 3 JQ A 6 M - UJ 0 


Tafcie away is mfliHa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


T«L M1922, Amman 


8 net Tasted 
AhMtfSLWEd 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
■ AT 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 


Air, Sea and Land 



The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DAIMITEL 

'U2<jijis 


Amman- Tel. 668193 
p:0; Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JQ 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Maradona convicted of drug possession 


. •NAPLES, Italy (R) — A Naples 
_coqrt Wednesday convicted 
'Argentine soccer star Diego 
Maradona on charges of posses- 
sion of cocaine and gave him a 14 
month suspended prison sent- 
ence. 

- Maradona was not present at 
. the trial. He has remained in 
■ -Argentina since he returned (here 
in disgrace last April. 

The court also ordered the 
former Napoli captain to pay a 
four million lire ($3,175) fine, a 
court official said. 

. . The suspended sentence, which 
was a result of plea bargaining, 
means Maradona will not have to 
serve time in an Italian jail. 

At the start of the hearing, 
Maradona's lawyer Vincenzo 
Siniscalchi asked for a postpone- 
ment, saying his client could not 
leave Argentina, partly for 
medical reasons. 

The court held Maradona re- 
sponsible for possessing cocaine 
and giving it to some of his 
friends. 

It also sentenced two of his 
Neapolitan friends, Giuseppe 
■'Suarato and Felice Pizza, to 17 
months in jail and fines of $2,375 
on charges of drugs possession 
'and procuring prostitutes. 

Maradona tested positive for 
..cocaine after a March 17 borne 
..-game against Bari. 

He left Italy for Argentina on 


April 2, days before the Italian 
Football Federation suspended . 
him until July 1992 for doping — ' 
a ban later extended worldwide. 

Before he left the couzmy, the 
soccer star who led Napoli to two 
Italian League titles and the 
European Football Union 
(UEFA) Cup, was being investi- 
gated for links to a Naples drugs 
and prostitution ring. 

Less than a month after return- 
ing to Buenos Aires, Maradona 
was arrested on charges of pos- 
sessing cocaine and giving it free 
to others m his home country. 

He was released on $20,000 
bail. In July an Argentine judge 
found Maradona responsible for 
drug possession and cleared the 
way fo» a trial. 

Maradona has said he will not 
play professional football again, 
but his agent Marcos Fran chi was 
in Naples in June negotiating the 
Argentine star’s possible return 
to Napoli. 

Earlier this week, an uncon- 
firmed report from America indi- 
cated an indoor seven-a-side soc- 
cer team from San Diego had 
opened preliminary negotiations 
for Maradona to play there after 
his ban is lifted. 

Siniscalchi told reporters after- 
wards he would appeal against 
the verdict before Italy's supreme 
court in Rome because the Na- 
ples court had denied his request 



Diego Maradona 


for a postponement of the bear- 
ing because Maradona wanted to 
to postpone the trial until Mara- 
dona could attend. 

Asked by a reporter if the plea 
bargaining was not an implicit 
acknowledgement of Maradona's 
guilt, Siniscalchi said: “We asked 


come here to sustain his inno- 
cence. He wanted to come to 
defend himself.” 


Siniscalchi said Maradona's 
rep u tation had been damaged be- 
cause he had not been allowed to 
defend himself. 


SPORTS MEWS IN BRIEF 


Martinez defeats Tarabini in Paris 


Holmes wins comeback fight 


PARIS (AP) — Defending champion and No. 1 seed Conchita 
Martinez of Spain defeated Patricia Tarabini of Argentina Tuesday in 
the first round of the $150,000 Paris Women's Tennis Tournament, 
ttfl, 6-3. In a repeat of last year’s final Martinez, ranked No. 8 in the 
world, topped the unseeded Tarabini. The Spaniard faces Sabine 
, Hack of Germany In the second round. In another first-round match, 
.No. 7 seed Regina Rajchitova of Czechoslovakia lost to France's 
Sand line Testud, 6-4, 4-6, 6-1. Germany's Silke Frank! of Germany 
ousted Virginie Paquet of France, 6-2, 6-0 to qualify for the second 
■round along with No. 8 seed Federica Bonsignori of Italy, who 
struggled to beat Denisa Szabova of Czechoslovakia, 6-3, 6-7 (7-1), 
.63). Meanwhile, Kristin Goodridge of Australia defeated Elena 
Painpoulova of Bulgaria, 6-1, 6-4, and another Australian, Nicole 
i Jagerman, beat Bettina Fulco of Argentina, 1-6, 6-3, 6-2. 


ORLANDO, Florida (R) — Former heavyweight champion Larry 
Holmes continued his comeback bid by winning a 10-round unani- 
mous decision over fellow American Art Card Tuesday. The 
41-year-old Holmes has now won all four of his fights since coming 
out of retirement to raise his record to 52-3. Holmes looked 
overweight and sluggish, but nearly knocked out Card in the fourth 
round with a right uppercut. The mailman from Cleveland got up off 
the canvas, however, and lasted the remainder of the fight. The three 
judges scored the fight 98-90, 100-88 and -98-90 for Holmes, who has 
yet to face a serious challenger since returning to the ring. The 
former champion said he was disappointed that be failed to score a 
knockout but added that he was happy with the end result. 


Becker suffering from back injury 


Porsche to rejoin Formula One 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Tennis star Boris Becker is suffering from a 
potentially career-threatening chronic back ailment, a German 
newspaper said Wednesday. The mass-circulation BHd newspaper 
quoted Becker’s manager Ion Tiriac as saying Becker, the No. 2 
player in the world, had been unable to walk normally since the U.S. 
Open. “Boris is not well at all. The back injury is unfortunately 
chronic,'' Bfld quoted Tiriac as saying. Tiriac told BUd that the 
“incurable” back ailment was also affecting Becker’s thigh. He said 
Becker would try to resume light training Monday after a three-week 
break from tennis and that only daily exercises could ease his back 
'problems. Tiriac told BQd that Becker would try to return to 
.tournament tennis in Sydney at the end of this month. 


STUTTGART, Germany (R) — Porsche said on Tuesday they 
would return to Formula One motor racing in mid-1992, despite a 
series of problems this year. Porsche withdrew from Formula One 
raring in June saying they hoped to return before the end of this year. 
A spokesman said Porsche still wanted to be part of the Grand Frix 
circuit, but only with a competitive engine and a competitive team. 
The spokesman added Porsche was negotiating with the footwork 
team over a dissolution of their contract. 


Baltics return to table tennis federation 


Fernandez, Maleeva reach quarterfinals 


TOKYO (R) — Second seed Mary Joe Fernandez and third seed 
‘Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria cruised into the quarterfinals with ' 
straight-sets wins in the Nichirei International Women’s Tennis 
Tournament Wednesday. The defending champion outclassed Patri- 
cia Hy of Canada 6-1 6-1 and Maleeva disposed of Andrea Struadova 
-of Czechoslovakia 6-1 6-2 in their second round matches. But 
American Fernandez insisted: “It was definitely not an easy match. 
The score looks like that, but I tried hard to win the points and I 
played well.” World number one Monica Seles of Yugoslavia returns 
to^ction Thursday when she takes on Japanese wildcard Rika Herald 
in her first match since winning the U.S. Open. 


LONDON (AP) — Latvia and Lithuania have been readmitted to 
the International Table Tennis Federa tion and an application from 
Estonia is being considered, the i l l Jr said Wednesday. Latvia and 
Lithuania both were members of the ITTF before World War II and 
participated in World Championships in the 1920s and 1930s. The 
Latvian men’s team was fourth in the 1928 World Championships in- 
'Stockholm. Estonia, which along with Latvia and Lithuania was, 
granted its independence from the S oviet Union e arlier this month, 
has never been a member of the ITTF. ITTF President Ichiro 
Ogimura said be will discuss Estonia's bid for membership with the 
Table Tennis Association of the Soviet Union. Ogimura also said 
ITTF and International Olympic Committee officials will discuss the 
possible participation of Baltic players at the Barcelona Olympic 
Games European qualifying tournament in February. 
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Top 3 seeds reach semifinals 
of Jordan Tennis tournament 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The top three tennis 
players in Jordan have reached 
the semifinals in the second 
round of the Jordan Tennis 
Champi onship. 


In the quarterfinal matches 
played Wednesday, Hani Al Ali 

eliminated Ibrahim A1 Hadid 6-2, 

6-1 and I mad Abu Ham da 
crushed Rami Farraj 6-1, 6-0. In 
the dash of the 13-year-olds Laith 
Al Azouni beat Marwan Hanania 
6-1, 6-3. 


In a pre-quarterfinal match 
also held Wednesday, Iyad Al 
Jailed eliminated Nasser Kam a! 
6-1, 7-5. 

On Thursday Samir Al Rifrri 
will {day Iyad Al Jallad. The 
winner will play Imad Aba Han- 
ds in tbe semifinals Friday. The 
other semifinal match wfll be 
between Hani Al Afi and Laith 
Al Azzouni. 

The loser of tbe Ri£ti-JaHad 
match will play Rami Farraj 
Thursday, while Marwan Hana- 
ma will play Ibrahim Al Hadid to 
determine the ranks of players 
from fifth to eighth places. 


Red Star hits 4 against Portadown 


LONDON (R) — Red Star Bel- 
grade kicked off their defence of 
soccer’s European Cup with a 4-0 
drubbing of Northern Ireland's 
Portadown as Yugoslav dubs 
turned in spirited performances 
outride their strife-torn country. 

Red Star shrugged off the loss 
of six of the team who beat 
Marseille in last May’s final and 
travelled five kilometres across 
the Yugoslav border to Szeged in 
Hungary to dismantle part-timers. 
Portadown in their first round 
first leg match. 

Croatian dub Hajduk Split, 
undaunted by a 15-hour coach 


journey to Linz in Austria, over- 
came England’s Tottenham Hots- 
pur 1-0 in tbe Cup Winners’ Cup 
in their first competitive match of 
the season. 

Hask-Gradjanski Zagreb, a 
third team from the troubled 
country in action abroad, 
'bounced back: from a 33) deficit 
in Kfegeufurt, Austria, to end 
their UEFA Cup firstleg dash 
with Trabzonspor of Turkey just 
3-2 down. 

Yugoslav dubs were ordered to 
play their first-round home legs 
abroad because of the inter- 
ethnic dashes. 


Everton beats Man. City 1-0 


LONDON (R) — A blunder by 
defender Keith Curie sent Man- 
chester City spinning to a fourth 
defeat in five matches as Everton 
manager Howard Kendall cele- 
brated a successful return to bis 
former club with a 1-0 English 
League win Tuesday. 

Curie, earmarked for a first 
England cap against Turkey next 
month, gifted Kendall three 
badly-needed points on bis first 
return trip to Maine Road since 
his acrimonious departure for 
Goodison Park 10 months ago. 

. England manager Graham 
Taylor was watching from the 
stands when Curie trussed with a 
wild swing at a 67th minute lofted 
pass and Peter Beardsley leapt in 
to lob the ball over Tony Coton. 

But for the most part Everton 
were under heavy pressure and 
goalkeeper Neville Southall had 
to make two superb saves. 


Gty then wasted an injury-time 
opportunity to equalise when 
Mark Ward was held down and 
Michael Hughes shot tbe result- 
ing penalty high over the bar. 

Despite their poor ran of late 
City could have gone into second 
place behind rival Manchester 
.United if they had won. 

Meanwhile, Mike Small's fifth- 
goal in nine games for West Ham 
produced only their second win of 
the season as Crystal Palace’s 
shell-shocked defence collapsed 
again at SeDmrst Park, losing 3-2 
to their fellow Londoners. 

Palace, beaten 4-1 by Arsenal 
Saturday, tossed away a 12th 
mirnitg lead given to them by 
England winger John Salako. 

Alarming defensive errors' 
allowed Mitchell Thomas and 
Trevor Morley to claim a goal 
apiece in a fonr-mimue spell soon 
after halftime. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

even though you do not feci like it hot 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You have 
a better than average chance to uncover 
whatever has been mysterious or diffi- 
cult to understand up to this point so 
don’t beatate to inveaigate all phases of 
official matter*. 


AWES: (Match 21 » April 19) Take 
tune out to do what is e xpected of you 
and that you naturally should do as a 
solid arisen wbo docs have the interests 
. of the general public at heart. 


those about need to have this expression 
of confide n ce bom you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) 
You have it in your power now to shake 
up someone at home so that discord 
reigns there is you throw down any 
: or challenge about some trou- 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is 
your day to make sure yon look lor ways 
to do whatever is your assignment in a 
more purposeful and satisfactory ■ 
fashion, then you can go out for fun. 

.GEMINI: (May Z1 to June 21) You do 
□Ot secm to be able to scale all of those 
duties you have agreed to perform a 
precise manner but do your best and 
don't get d i sco urag ed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 
21) You now find you are the one wbo 
h— to be conscientious in doing Hilng y 
that you have agreed to do so make a 
point to cany through amicably. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
assignment is tbe centre of your 
thoughts now and rightly so but you find 
it takes longer than you bad expected to 
got your sunoinKSngs m order. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sept emb er 22) 
This b your time to show you can sm3c 


SXBPIft (October 23 to November 
21) You have some strange idea you can 
get your alfies to do wbat you want now 
bid don’t push your hick or you can 
estrange and lose their backing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to De- 
cember 21) Your fiu a n dai affairs seem 
to be in wool shape than they actually 
are so avoid that te nden cy to nuke 
drastic new arrangements co n cer ni ng 
tym. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Janu- 
ary 21) You cenamly would be wise to 
spend tins day working out your own 
problems unread of expecti n g a dis- 
turbed family member to help you out. 
AQUARIUS: (Jammy 21 to February 
19) Whatever you would like to do (bat 
means helping ofben should be put 
aside for tbe moment whfie you look 
seriously at your own troubles. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) 
This is that moment when you have tbe 
urge to be with friends ana to ay and 
persuade diem to do what want but it 
could lead to problems. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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WITH OMAH SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
01901 TrSama Mass Saracm. me. 


EACH IN ITS TIME 


WEST 
4 J 7 4 
998763 
0 Q J 10 
* A 4 


Bath vulnerable. South deal&. 
NORTH 
4 A K 6 3 
?Q 62 
0 8 6 4 2 
* Q 10 

EAST 
4 Q 8 8 5 
<v Void 
0 K 9 7 5 3 
46532 
SOUTH 
4 10 2 

• v A K J 10 4 
0 A 

4K J 9 8 7 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 T Pass 1 4 

2 4 Pass 3 T 

4 NT Pass 5 0 

6 9 Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 0 
Most declarers become discon- 
certed, to say tbe least, when they 
learn of a had tramp break. That's 
equivalent to playing on with one 
foot in the grave. Keep your cool 
and see what can be done fe circum- 
vent what fete might have in store. 

With no Gtyetestabliahedf-South 
elected to make a ample two-club 
rebid at his second turn. But when 
North took a jump preference in 
response, South launched into 
Blackwood and settled in a small 
slam on learning an ace was missing.- 


West led a diamond, taken in the 
dosed hand. It seemed like dear 
sailing until declarer saw East dis- 
card a diamond on tbe lead of the 
ace of hearts. Declarer abandoned 
tramps in favor of driving out the 
ace of dubs. West won the first chib 
and continued diamonds. 

Since South was forced to niff, 
West now held one trump more than 
declarer. When declarer started to 
run chibs. West wisely refused' to 
ruff; instead discarding three 
spades. There was now no way de- 
clarer could stop West from scoring 
a trump via a spade ruff. 

. Declarer was just one card away 
from landing Since dum- 

my could discard only three times 
on dubs, that meant that dummy 
held one spade too many, and the 
way to gat rid of it was simple, 
enough. Before starting to run the 
dob suit, declarer should have 
cashed one high spade before' over- 
taking the queen of dubs. That 
would have rendered the defense 
helpless. If West ruffs while the 
clubs are run, declarer overraffe in 
.dummy, draws the outstanding 
trumps and takes the rest of the 
tricks with high cards in hand and 
the spade winner on the board. If 
West refuses to ruff; all of dummy’s 
remaining spades go away on tine 
dubs, and declarer scores his slam 
on a high crossniff at tbe end. 


FORECAST F(« THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 19, 19H 

By Thomas 5, P&son, Astrologer, 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 


other 


» get topnher wait 

and for worioag at 

accord to gam jwat objec- 
tives that now mem wnhia rmeb with 
the doable trine rod unset going 
direct, - 


ARIES: (Match 21 10 April 19) Yon 
want to go dadting off in aB Erections 
batMfftfef srodd be wont ibr job now 
n hoH steady to wta job have agreed 
to do for now. 


TAURUS: (Apr3 20 to May 2D) Yew 
dank yoa caa get res of some obfig* 
tkns that mean a good dot to 
■BrerohoU needy and attcad to i 
eves t h o ug h they are boring. 
GKMD& (May 21 m Jana 21) Has is 
yom day to re raiwl o iiri y cany through 
with any nbff g a ri wa c* emu mfcim.ua 
yon have made to echos 
■resting rhdf patience. 


MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 
21) Yon teto that mge to show yon are 
tin one who does «■* id get stag with 
others bettor and yon eto do so by 
stcadfewnrss to your Job. 

LEO: (July 22 to Angas 21) Y0* want 
to have a pod dree bow ** more 
everything roe** to be ■gafefi* and rf 
you ny to tee mrerets by refaag 
cbmccs yoa get a good fade where n 
hurts tbe most. 

VIRGO-. (Auga* 22 to Septoafco 22) 
Thais die dree » ma ke sate yon are the 
one who does open up wan e m BCtl 
attitude with yow famfly that shows 
them yon raoogRfoe what bodreis than. 


UBXA: (September 23 to October 22) 
Now you find jw tot ***** kind of 
BOCzefl in oseowring *°7 *to Are 
been nrek bf yws or othen taa be ' 
kiod to yocuscff and det about tlKa. 

SCO R W O ? (October 23 to N ov em ber 
21 ) Yw Ah* yon canton yowwayM 
of srenn dHesaaa oribre ytot can 
some payment bat tt wobM «Jj sake. 
ware so be csreM, 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to De- 
center 21) This » tbe time tor you id 
■ void ttat mge to IcO off al aboot you 
and to take a point to show you are tire 
one who docs tmdentand how u eon- 
mi indep e n de nce. 

CAHOCOH*. (December 22 to Janu- 
ary 20) A day » quietly think ore »hre 
you eaa do for others whether to anil 
problems or in refotien to wry upaxmug 
recreational fcswttic*. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fribtaa rj 
19) Now you are aMo to find what tee 
bun troubling some friend yoa ted 


drought was acting strangely bat fores 
■ad don't fa 


further provoke ten. 

HSCESt (February 20 to March 20) 
Whatever means the most to you in the 
be of cafeing the good w»B of whatever 

or iaftaralial perrons you 

req uires much tact. 

TWhy’s cUU: ir your dbSU were bora 
today ahe or be will be aB over the reace 
i a early Me aad have many fariliaM 
ideas to go with Anar csecBcot good 
bratth and vitality. Diffic ul ties non into 
opportunities but try to keep das ddd 
fttm fi p y Q K ng is the school of hard 
knocks. AD kurds of academic co ur s es 
bring benefits at maturity. 


.4 1 


* Fuff fine of jewellery in 21 KT. gold. 


Woifd ftaniKts- Oaian.gCa.kie 
Jntm- G*n-> 


A-.-*n Re ObJc**?: 
Ailv-VJt' ATUHtW fc<- c«c 




the kids at the mall look 
$260,000 smarter to you?" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hariri Arnold and Bob Lan 


UtsorMbte those four Jambtea. 
onn tetter to trach square, to form 
lour oranwy wards. 


GRUPE 


a 




-j™- 


RABEG 





JL 


REH 

INID 
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ASTRDHOMY MIGHT 
BE THIS. 


Now arrange the circled fetters to 
toon Ihe surprise answer, as Bug- 
gosireS by the above cartoon. 


Answer here 




Yesterday's 


JumbteK ADAGE GIANT 


(Answers Monday) 
INVERT CASKET 


Answer A woman who's attractive Is oton this — 
"DISTRACTIVE" 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 MM cheese 
5 Eden restdant 
9 Stratum 

14 Antino acid 

15 Land erf names 

16 Wane 

17 000 

19 Reef malarial 

20 Goofed 

21 "Vtvett— T 

22 in a strange way 

23 Long stop 
25 Miami eleven 

nteknsms 

27 Once known as 

28 Had a 
Hamme r" 

29 — man ■ 
(everyone) • 

32 Look 

36 Type of orders 

38 Cat sound 

39 Certain Asian 

41 — homo 

42 Change 

44 HK on tho head 

46 Molybdenite e.g. 

47 State abbr. 

48 Not cooked 
48 — island 
51 Foundation 

55 Lass dangerous 
57 Sandy’s bark 
50 — Gay 

61 John or 
M aureen 

62 Patsy 

64 Exploratory 
survey lor short 

65 Scat lady 
GASmafl 

67 Ti 

Bower spflta 

68 Profound 

69 Whirlpool 
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O'WI Tr**" IMI Smn. me 
AiagMsAtNmd 


B Orchestra 


DOWN 

1 Advantage 

2 Portals 

3 Toths toft 

neuticafly 
4 High frequency 
device 
SSMan 

6 BA S-Q- . 

7 Jason’s ship 


9 Terse In speech 

10 Rasktanea 

11 Standard 

12 Lstabbr. 

13 Depend 
18 Suburb of 

Minneapolis 
24 Got by 
reasoning . 

26 Kenya nathro 

30 Single fimo 

31 Old 

32 Arana) stock 

33 Bose 

34 Expressionless 
visage 

35 Lamb's mom 

36 Data* 

37 Biddy. 
40Sotfreo 
4? Ragraht 

Su&SttfKa 

45 Yottog hoofer 
48 Lottery Mn 
50 Wading bird ' 


Saturday's Panto So brack 


qnnnn nno 
HHEH nnniEo rcnnn 
Rnnn nntnnn nnnn 
nmonnnnn ranmnn 

nonnnn mnnnn 
Hgfjgn gnnnn nno 

nnn nonnn lanrcran 
HFMHcn 

nnLirafHH nonnnnnn 
RHSH ipninn nnhn 
nrjgin nrannn nnno 
nnn nraonn nnnn 


52 “Whin found. MAdamon 
of ware 
58 Pfeypart 
SSCfeteaah fiONaubcal 

54 Sp. hero 

55 Shorn bird 






V 




% 











THURSDAY-FRIDAY, 




European Camay UbIi 


| Currency 


3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 



5.5 0 

tun 

5.68 

5.87 

Sterling Pbnad ' 

70.37 

7 0.00 

9.93 

9.87 

Dndscbe Mark 

9.06 

9.25.. 

9J7 

9.37 

Swiss Franc 


8.06 

2.00 

7.75 

Flench Franc 

9.25 

9.37 

9.37 

9.43 

Japanese Yea 

H9I 


UN 



9.68 

9.68 

9.78 

9.78 
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Furni she d Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of one bedroom, salon, dining, bathroom, 
kitchen, garden, separate entrance with central heating 
and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Yugoslav Embassy. 

Tel: 661658 


FOR RENT 
SUPER DELUXE 

Villa in Abdoun, suitable for diplomatic mission. 

For more information please call. 
Jamal Real Estate Office 835859 


Dutch government 
warns of recession, 
rising unemployment 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
<AF) — The Dutch government 
released its 1992 budget Tuesday, 
warning the nation may be on the 
verge of recession and rising ini' 
employment. 

“1992 will not be an easy 
year,” the government of Prime 
Minister Rond Lubbers said its 
state of the nation address read 
by Queen Beatrix. 

M Onr economy is facing the 
same recession that has already 
hit other countries. As a result 
there is a danger that after a 
number of good years that unem- 
ployment wfl] again rise,” the 
queen said. 

'The. 1992 budget drawn up by 
Socialist Finance Minister Wim 
Kok was unveiled after the 
queen's address. It projected de- 
clining deficits through 1994 but 
at the same time growing borrow- 
ing needs to redeem past debts. 

The finance ministry estimated 
the budget deficit wifi reach 20.8 
billion guilders ($11 billion) in 
1992, and then fid! to 19.9 billion 
guilders ($10.5 billion) in 1993 
and 18.4 billion guilders ($9.7 
billion) in 1984. The 1991 budget 
deficit is expected to reach 21.4 
billion gadders ($113 billion). 

Mr. Lubbers' coalition of his 
Christian Democratic Party and 
the Socialist Party pledged to 
steadily cut the deficit when it 
took office in 1989. 

Since then, a slowing economy. 
High structural unemployment 
and the debt have forced the 
government to grapple mainly 
with issues surrounding employ- 
ment and social welfare program- 
mes. 

While the official unemploy- 
ment rate hovers around five per 
cent, the Netherlands fc plagued 


by a long-term disability benefits 
programme that has drawn 
almost 900,000 people to tiw wel- 
fare rolls out of total workforce of 
six million. 

As Queen Beatrix spoke, work 
stoppages were held across the 
country to protest welfare cuts 
included in the budget. Tens of 
thousands of people demons- 
trated in the streets of- Amster- 
dam, Rotterdam and other cities. 

The 1992 budget said there will 
be a shift in government priorities 
to boosting employment and 
limiting soda! welfare expendi- 
tures. 

The last budget emphasised 
reduced defence expenditures 
and higher env ir onmental .provi- 
sions while i m aintainin g extensive 
social welfare 1 programm es. 

The budget includes a govern- 
ment efficiency drive and a three 
per cent wage increase for civil’ 
servants that lags behind the 4.5 
annual inflation rate. 

If the 1992 deficit redaction goal 
is reached, it will mean a decline 
compared to the net national 
income (NN1) to 4.25 per cent. 

NNI is a government economic 
indicator that corrects the gross 
domestic product for depreda- 
tion of tiie country's infrastruc- 
ture. The projected 1994 deficit 
would be 3.25 per cent of the 
NNI. 

As the total national debt con- 
tinues to accumulate, the state’s 
borrowing needs will climb to a 
total of 51 billion guilders ($27 
billion) in 1994, according to the 
finance ministry. 

Interests and costs on main- 
taining the debt, expected to 
peak at 703 per cent of NNI in 
1992, will account for 13 per cent 
of the government’s total expend- 
iture in that year. 


Study blames returnees for JD2.7b burden 


Jordan's balance of payments 
receives yet another blow 


U.S. slaps $37m 
fine on Pharaon 


WASHINGTON (R) — The-' 
' US. central bank Tuesday fined 
a Saadi Arabian investor $37 
million for illegally buying a Cali- 
fornia bank on behalf of the 
scandal-ridden Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BOO). 

Ghaith Pharaon has also been 
charged wiffi shapping up - " shares 
In two other American tranks for 
BCCI, aiding tire Luxembourg- 
based bank's illegal push into the 
United States starting in tire late 
1970s. 

A federal court in New York 
also froze Mr. Pharaon's U.S. 
assets until the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) completes its enforcement 
action agamst him. Mr. Pharaon 
has owned various plants and 
businesses in the United States. 

The investor controls a vast 
web of companies around the 
world and has lately been active 
in Argentina. His whereabouts 
are unknown, and his lawyer was 
unavailable for comment. 


The civil fine was levied for 
Mr. Pharaon’s violation of U.S. 
banking laws in the purchase of 
85 per cent of Independence 
Bank of Endno, California, in 
1985, for $23 million. 

Mr. Pharaon has not been in- 
dicted on any criminal charges. 


SALE 

from 10% - 40% 

TENNIS 

RACKETS 

WADI 
SAQRA . 
BOOKSHOP 

below Philadelphia 
Hotel bridge 


WANTED FOR RENT 


Unfurnished 2-bedroom apartment. Located 
between 1st and 8th Circles - Jabal Amman. 

Please contact tel.: 622098 or 637262 


Consists of three bedrooms, guest room, living room, 
maid room, three bathrooms, kitchen, telephone and 
central heating, with an area of 220 square metres. 
Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Hameed AI Nimr 
Sheet, near Bilal Mosque. The house number is 24. 
For Information please call teL: 664256 or 685593 



By Robin Gwen Agarwal 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In addition to the 
massive direct losses resulting, 
from the Gulf war, Jordan's ba- 
lance of payments is suffering a 
major setback as a result of the 
returnees from the Gulf. The 
overall effect on the balance of 
payments caused by the returnees 
amounts to a loss of JD2.75 bil- 
lion over a period of three years, 
according to a report by the 
Ministry of Planning in coopera- 
tion with the National Centre for 
Educational Research and De- 
velooment. 

The total impact (Hi the balance of 
payments will exceed $13 billion 
in 1992, according to the report. 

The most obvious loss is the 
decrease in remittances from 
Jordanians working abroad, 
which the study puts at approx- 
imately JD 300 million a year. In 
addition, the import components 
of job creation (JD 236 million 
per year) and returnees consump- 
tion (JD 130 million per year) 
contribute to this negative im- 


FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC BURDEN DUE TO THE RETURNEES 

(MKon JD at fixed 1JETI prices) 


Capital 

5-year recurrent ■ 


expenditures 

expenditures 

Resettlement services 
1. Housing 

653.0 

0 

2. Water fc sewage 

300.0 

132.0 

3. Education 

33.0 

32.5 

4. Health 

60.0 

85.5 

5. Other services 

258.0 

205.0 

Job creation 

1180.0 

o 

TC1TAI 

n 

few: r 

Source: Ministry of Flannrnq: The Financial Burden of the Jordanian Returnees on the 

Economy. September 1991. 




Ttae import component of 
capital investment for resettle- 
ment, which is 55 per cent, is 
predicted to be JD 300 milli on 
next year, JD 240 million in 1993, 
and JD 213 million in 1993. 

In addition to returnees' finan- 
cial impact on the Jordanian eco- 
nomy, the study also presented a 
comprehensive socio-economic 
profile of the families returning to 
Jordan from the Gnif. 

Somewhat surprisingly, 43 per 
cent of the returnees are stu- 
dents, with nearly the same per- 
centage under the age of 15. 
However, 2,000 school-age chil- 
dren are not in school. 

Of the 100,000 returnees co- 
vered in the survey, 44 per cent 
have less than a high school 
education. Nearly 83 per cent of 
the returnee labour force is un- 
employed — most of these are 
unskilled workers — and most 
families pay less than JD 100 per 
month in rent. The study noted 
.that poverty was widespread, 
with 33 per cent of the families 
below the poverty line of JD ISO 
per month in expenditures.; ■■ 


Nonetheless, more than 3,000 
of the 16,500 families questioned 
said that they intend to establish 
an investment project in Jordan 
(55 per cent commercial, 12 per 
cent industrial, 15 per cent agri- 
cultural) with initial capital rang- 
ing from JD 1,000 to JD 500,000. 
Thirty-eight per cent of these 
would be investors are self- 
financed. 

Water, sewage and environ- 
ment services have the highest 
annual recurrent cost, at JD 26.4 
^million, followed by education 
(JD 18.5 million), health 
(JD 17.1 million), and electricity 
(JD 10 million). Civil defense, 
public security and mmndpal ser- 
vices account for another JD 10 
million. 

Not surprisingly, the largest 
one-time capital expenditure will 
be housing. Sixty-four per cent of 
the 50,000 returning famiHVs do 
not own housing in Jordan, 
according to the Ministry of Plan- 
ning study. Housing these 32,000 
families will cost Jordan an esti- 
mated JD 6S3 million, to be paid 
over a three-year period. This 
includes construction (JD 518.4 
million), design and supervision 
as well as land, which was esti- 
mated at JD 2,400 for each hous- 
ing unit 

it will cost nearly JD 1.2 billion 


to creating new jobs for the retur- 
nees. This means a price tag of 
nearly JD 20,000 per new job 
opportunity. Nearly all of the 
returning Jordanians are unem- 
ployed — just 17 per cent of the 
total labour force of 71,000 have 
jobs. 

If the total cost of resettlement 
is spread evenly among the retur- 
nees, the bill comes to JD 8,500 
per person, regardless of age or 
working status. If costs are ad- 
justed to take into account the 
fact that some families already 
have either housing or employ- 
ment, the per .capita investment 
cost climbs even high to 
JD 10,650.. 

Officials at die Ministry of 
Planning first presented the study 
to the delegation from Germany's 
Ministry of Technical Coopera- 
tion last week, according to one 
source. The study hi g hli g ht* Jor- 
dan's financial requirements for 
providing for the resettlement of 
the returnees from the Gulf. 
Copies of the study this week 
were sent to several embassies in 
Amman, including that of Japan. 
Ministry of Planning Secretary- 
General SaiwanToukan win re- 
turn from meeting in Tokyo 
today. • ~.vr 


The estimated costs to Jordan 
covered in the report afe depen- 
dant on the location of the retur- 
nees. Approximately - 230,000 
Jordanians so far have been 
forced to leave the Gulf, states 
and seek permanent residence in 
Jordan. This number is expected 
to reach 300,000 by 'the epd of 
tins year. 

According to the ministry re- 
port, nearly 80 per cent of this 
influx has settled in the already- 
overpopulated Amman-Zarqa re- 
gion, a ‘‘shocking increase in toe 
population size of these areas that' 
shall lead to a further deteriora- 
tion in the existing levels of soda] 
and other services,” according to 
.one paragraph. 

The study conducted in April 
with the cooperation of i the 
National Centre for Educational 
Research and Development; ex- 
amined the returnees*- in- 
cremental demand for health, 
education, transportation, water 
and sewage, food supplies -and 
social infrastructural services. 

“We estimate that withiug -five 
years, die returnee population 
will be fully absorbed into Jorda- 
nian society and will be able to 
pay their own way,” said one 
official. “Until then, however, we 
have some major costs.’ 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

Location: Um-Uthainah; each consists of 3 bedrooms, 2-3 
baths. 

New deluxe furniture, central heating. Annual rent. Fit for 
diplomats. 

Calk 829502 


. Announces the beginning of its Autumn course for Spanish 
language. 

- The duration of the course: 3 months and includes all levels. 

- Registration for this course starts on Saturday September 21 , 
• 1991. 

- The course begins on Wednesday October 2, 1991. Classes 
are taught by Spanish instructors. 

- The cost of the course is JD 40 including books. 

- For more Information please call 624049 or 619858 

- Location: Jabal Amman between First and Second 
Circles. 

MJEL' Registration takes place at the present location of the 
Spanish Cultural Centre — Queen Zein street 
The classes will take place in the new building of the Spanish 
Cultural Centre: Third Circle — behind Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel, near AJSharq restaurant (Abu Ahmad) 


Mnxe Furnished Villa For Rent : 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, lounge, salon, guest room, modem 
Americarvstyte kitchen, with telephone, separate central -heat- 
ing, two ai [conditioners, 2 bathrooms, separate garage. Annual 
rent JD 13,000. 

Location: Shmeisani - opposite the Professional Association 
Complex — near AI Arab Insurance Company. 

Call telJ 68742S 


.U.S. IMMIGRATION ; 

Haig V. Kalblan 

Attomey-at-Law, Washington, D.C. 
fluent In English, Arabic & French 

Mr. Kalbian, a highly respected corporate and immigration 
lawyer will be in Amman during the second half of October 1991. 

Appointments are now being taken, if you are interested In 
U.S. immigration based on the new law of 1990, a consultation 
with Attorney Kalbian is a must. 

The new law eases Immigration requirements in some of these 
areas: 

- investments 

- Intra-company transfers 

- Highly skilled professionals, researchers & professors 

- Family relations in the United States 

Call 615358 for an appointment 
fee - Seventy Five Dollars. 

* Investment packages wfH be available for review. 


Convocation: 

Post: 

Basic functions: 
Requirements: 


Trial: 

Virtue value: 
Experience value: 


VACANCY 

Free. 

Domestic Assistant 
Cleaning. 

Receiving phone calls. 

-Coming of age. 

-Be able to read & write. 

-In case of not being Jordanian, 
"residence permit" should be valid. 
-Languages: Arabic & English 

Interview In Chancery on 24.9.91 

Experience in similar work. 

10 points: 

-References, 4 points. 
-Certificates, 3 points. 
-Languages, 3 points. 


Law to be applied: 
Salary: 

Selection committee: 
Observation: 


Jordanian labour law. 

550,- dollars USA (before taxes). 
Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 


Observation: The selected candidate should 

pass a trial period of three months, 
before proceeding to a definitive 
contract 

Presentation of ap- Eml^ssy^^" In Amman, 
plications: RSm:°16A91 to 28441 

- Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of Residence or 
Identity card. 


VACANCY 

Convocation: 

Free. 

Post: 

Cook in residence. 

Basic functions: 

-Daily menu preparation 
- Preparations of official receptions. 

Requirements: 

-Coming of age. 

- Be able to read & write. 

-In case of not being Jordanian, 
"residence permit" should be valid. 
.-Languages: Arabic & English. 

Trial: 

Interview in Chancery on 24.9.91 

Virtue value: 

Experience in similar work. 

Experience value: 

10 points: 

- References 4 points. 
-Certificates. 3 points. 
-Languages, 3 points. . . 

taw to be applied: 

Jordanian Labour Law. 

Salary: 

750, -dollars USA (before taxes). 

Selection committee: 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan.' 

Observation: 

Presentation of ap- 
plications: 

The selected candidate should 
pass a trial period of three months 
before proceeding to a definitive 
contract 

Embassy of Spain In Amman 

P.O.Box: 454 

From: 164.91 to 28441 

- Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of residence: or 
Identity card. 
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Croatia accuses Yugoslav 
army of violating ceasefire 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Croatia accused the Yugoslav 
army Wednesday of violating a 
ceasefire which came into force in 
die rebel republic at midday. 

Imra Agotic, a Croatian De- 

■ fence Ministry spokesman, said 
shooting continued in at least 

; three towns after the deadline for 
the ceasefire agreed Tuesday by 
Serbian, Croatian and army lead- 

■ ers with EC peace envoy Lord 
Carrington. 

“The army has not ceased fir- 
ing. There is fighting on the 
streets. They attacked us again 
and we are defending ourselves,’' 
Mr. Agotic said. 

His comments reinforced 
doubts that the latest of several 
ceasefires brokered by the EC 
. can and almost three months of 
fighting that has killed nearly 500 
- people and pushed Yugoslavia 
towards full-scale civil war. 

The ceasefire was ordered at 
; midday (1000 GMT). But Mr. 
Agotic said a battle which started 
Tuesday night in Varazdin, 75 
kilometres north of Zagreb, con- 
tinued after the deadline passed. 

He said the Croatian towns of 
Sunja and Komarevo were also 

■ under attack from mortars and 
; reporters in the centre of Zagreb 

said machinegun fire had sent 


people scurrying for cover. 

Before the deadline, air-raid 
warning sirens wailed in Zagreb, 
and Croatian radio accused the 
federal air force of opening fire 
earlier on Osckovo, south-east of 
the capital. The army denied the 
charge. 

Lord Carrington, bead of an 
EC peace conference on Yugosla- 
via, said he feared “the bloodiest 
civil war for some time” If the 
ceasefire failed. 

“There is such animosity and 
such a build-up of bitterness that 
it is very difficult to see what we 
can do other than to encourage 
them to believe, as I genuinely do 
believe, that this is the last 
chance,” he told the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

Yugoslav President Stipe 
Mesic, a Croat, told Spanish 
Radio he did not believe the 
federal army or Serbian guerrillas 
would stop battles with Croatian 
forces, which began after the 
republic declared independence 
on June 25. 

“We Croats are ready to re- 
spect the ceasefire agreement 
which Lord Carrington initiated 
but the Serbs and the army will 
not be for it, ” Mr. Mesic said. 

He said Yugoslavia now ex- 


: Liberia summit produces 
accord on disarmament 


YAMOUSSOUKRO, Ivory 
Coast (R) — A West African 
summit on Liberia’s civil war 
produced agreement Tuesday for 
tiie first time on procedures for 
main rebel leader Charles Taylor 
to surrender his arms. 

; Mr. Taylor, who'in December 
1989 launched the ruinous civil 
war that has left the West African 
country divided, agreed to pot 
arms in depositories under super- 
vision of the West African 
Peacekeeping Force in Liberia 
(ECOMOG). 

He also agreed to confine his 


tighten, many of them men in 
their early teens, to supervised 
camps, the summit announced in 
a seven-point communique. 

In exchange, the interim gov- 
ernment which controls Liberia’s 
capital Monrovia bowed to Mr. 
Taylor's demand to revamp 
ECOMOG to reduced Nigeria’s 
role. 

Mr. Taylor sees Nigeria, the 
regional superpower, as having 
- been a dose ally of Liberia's late 
President Samuel Deo, who was 
assassinated at the height of the 
war last year. 


isted only in name and he would 
resign his post on Oct. 7 when a 
freeze on independence moves by 
Croatia and neighbouring 
Slovenia expires. 

Army spokesman General- 
Colonel Marko Negovanovic said 
the armed forces, deployed to 
separate the warring sides but 
accused by Croatia of backing the 
Serbs, would observe the truce. 

But be said Croatian leaders 
had broken previous deals and 
denies the army bad opened fire 
first on any occasion. 

The ceasefire noon deadline 
was agreed by Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman, Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic and 
Yugoslav Defence Minister 
General Veljko Kadijevic in tbe 
southern resort of Igalo Tuesday. 

Under the accord, all sides 
should withdraw armed forces 
from flashpoints and disband and 
disarm all paramilitary and 
irregular units. Croatian National 
Guard reserves are to be dis- 
banded and the Yugoslav Army 
should return to barracks. 

But violence erupted over- 
night. The Zagreb sky was illu- 
minated by an artillery duel and 
tracer bullets as people ran for 
shelter and air raid sirens wailed 


in tire Croatian capital for the 
fourth successive day. 

EC spokesman Simon Smits 
said Danish observer Mogens 
Fokdal was shot in the thigh when 
Croatian forces fired at a block- 
aded army headquarters in cen- 
tral Zagreb, where a team of 
monitors had been staying. A 
protest was made to Croatian 
authorities. 

A Dutch journalist, Erwin Van 
Der Mast from Utrecht, was re- 
ported killed in fighting near 
Nova Gradiska in eastern Croatia 
Sunday, the Croatian Informa- 
tion Ministry said. 

Mr. Tudjman, Milosevic and 
Kadijevic said Tuesday that- 
Yugoslavia, a country of 23 J5 
million people divided into six 
republics, was only days away 
from civil war. 

But Mr. Tudjman cast doubt 
on the accord, saying Croatia 
would not abandon federal army 
bases it had seized since Friday in 
an offensive which triggered the 
latest round of violence. 

“Croatia will not withdraw 
from its own territory,” be said. 
“The army is shaken by the blows 
we gave it in the last days so this 
is one of the reasons they wanted 
to negotiate.” 


China’s president ill 


•PEKING (R) — China's 84-year- 
old president, Yang Shangkun, is 
; ill and missed an official welcome 
for a state viator, the Foreign 
Ministry said Wednesday. 

“President Yang is having a 
cold so that is why he asked 
Premier Li Peng to preside over 
tiie welcoming ceremony for the 
president of the Botswana Re- 
public and also the welcoming 
banquet,” a spokeswoman said. 

She said she did not know if he 
was in hospital. 

Mr. Yang was scheduled to 
preside over the welcoming cere- 
mony for Botswana President 
Quett Masire Wednesday. 

In April Mr. Yang disappeared 


from public veiw for three days. 
Tbe Foreign Ministry said then 
that be had a cold and declined to 
confirm reports that be was in 
hospital. 

. Mr. Yang, one of the most 
powerful of China's ageing lead- 
ers, was in hospital for several 
weeks after contracting acute 
appendices in June 1990. 

Mr. Yang has been shown 
frequently on television recently, 
looking well. 

Tbe army newspaper Wednes- 
day reported a trip Mr. Yang 
made three days ago to inspect 
missile launching with the navy's 
North Sea Fleet. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. Korean student killed by police 

SEOUL (R) — A student bystander was shot dead by South 
Korean police firing warning shots to disperse demonstrators, 
witnesses said Wednesday. Han Kuk-Wan, a graduate chemical 
engineering student at Seoul National University, died on the way 
to hospital late Tuesday night, a witness said. Police said 
Wednesday they were preparing for feather trouble after about 
1,000 students armed with iron bars gathered at the hospital 
where Mr. Han’s body lay. Government prosecutors have 
launched an investigation into the shooting. Violent dashes broke 
out in April and May after riot police beat a student to death. Mr. 
Han, 27, was struck in the chest when police fired a volley over 
the beads of about 100 students attacking a police sub-station. 
Demonstrators yelling for the release of two students jailed last 
Wednesday flung petrol bombs and paving stones at the station 
near the Seoul National University campus, smashing windows 
and starting a small fire. 


N.Korean leader hopes to meet Roh 

SEOUL (R) — North Korean leader Kim D-Song is willing to 
bold talks with his southern counterpart Roh Tae-Woo, South 
Korea’s Yonhap News Agency said Wednesday. “President Kim 
H-Sung hopes to bold a summit with (Roh) although the time 
can’t be released at the moment,” Yonhap quoted North Korean 
Vice Foreign Minister Kang Sok-Ju as telling reporters in New 
York. Mr. Kang was attemfing the U.N. General Assembly which 
approved the entry of both North and South Korea into the world 
body. It was the first time that a northern official had hinted a 
summit could take place, Yonhap said. 

Hawke delays South Africa visit 

CANBERRA (R) — Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke said 
Wednesday be had put on hold a visit to South Africa he was 
considering next month because he felf reform in the republic was 
slowing. “The changes towards transitional government and 
discussions about constitutional reform have slowed down and 
they are not going as fast as I think they should have,” Mr. Hawke 
said in a radio interview. Mr. Hawke had been considering a visit 
to South Africa before the Commonwealth heads of government 
meeting (CHOGM) in Harare from October 16-22. “We’ve made 
the judgment that it would"! be yet appropriate but let me say we 
are going to have contact with them,” he said. South African 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha has been invited to visit Australia 
before the CHOGM following a visit to South Africa by 
Australian Foreign Minister Gareth Evans in June. 

Shuttle lands safely in California 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (R) — The space shuttle Discov- 
ery landed in darkness in California early Wednesday after being 
diverted from its Florida runway because of bad weather. 
Discovery touched down at Edwards Air Force Base, California, 
in the MOjave Desert. It was the fifth night-time landing in 43 
shuttle flights. The U.S. space agency (NASA) said cloud cover 
was too thick to allow the shuttle to make its first-ever 
tonchedown in darkness on the swampbound c o ncrete runway at 
-tiie Kennedy Space Centre in Florida. 

Canada slashes troops, European presence 

OTTAWA (R) — Can ada will shut its two military bases in 
Germany by 1995 and slash tbe total number of its troops by 10 
per cent in se to tiie end of tbe cold war, the Department of 

Nation* 1 -c far , has said. Tbe Canadian forces base in Baden- 
So*' , '_jgen dose m 1994 and tbe Canadian base in Lahr will 
-ant in 19°' when troops in Germany will have been cot to 1,100 
from 6 ' now. The cats are part of a package of cuts that will 
trim ' a, total strength of regular Canadian forces by 9.5‘per cent 
■0* ,o,000 from a current 84,000 over three years. “Within a few 
dflort years, we have moved from a straightforward scenario of 
East-West confrontation to an ill-defined, relatively uncertain 
situation with respect to possible threats to security and world- 
peace,” Defence Minister Marcel Masse told reporters. 


Salvador rebels propose truce 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Leftist rebel leaders Tuesday 
proposed a one-year truce to end El Salvador’s dvil war but the 
government immediately criticised it as propaganda. President 
Alfredo Cristiani and five senior commanders of the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) met separately for a 
second day with U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
He is attempting to break tbe deadlock and set an agenda for 
peace talks. Diplomats dose to the talks said tbe FMLN proposed 
a ceasefire for one year during which they would hold on to 
territory under their control. They also suggeked the formation of 
a national commission comprising all parties and the government 
to monitor the truce. Cristiani told reporters the purpose of the 
meetings was to hear proposals from the secretary-general, not, 
from the guerrillas. 

U.S. trains collide head on 

KNOX, Indiana (R) — Two U.S. goods trains collided head-on 
Tuesday, leaving one driver missing, injuring five crew and 
forcing local residents from their homes when leaking sulphur 
created a poisonous doud, police said. The crash occurred at 8-30 
a.m. roughly 50 miles (80 km) southeast of Chicago. A police 
spokesman said the driver of one train was missing. The other was 
injured and was taken to hospital. His condition was not 
immediately known. Four other crew were injured slightly. A 
poisonous doud emanating from a tank carrying sulphur forces 
about -40 people to leave their homes. 

Kaifu gains in popularity 

TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister Toshitti Kaifu is gaming popular- 
ity among the Japanese: public only a month before his party 
decides whether he should stay in power, a newspaper reported 
Wednesday. An opinion poll in Asahi Shimbun showed that 44 
per cent want Mr. Kaifu to remain in power after his two-year 
term as president of the Liberal Democratic Party, which brings 
with it the premiership, ends In October, However, 42 per cent 
thought Mr. Kaifu should step down and let another party leader 
take over. In a previous Asahi poll in June, 35 per cent supported 
Mr. Kaifu while 49 per cent said be should step down. Mir. Kaifu 
is likely to face a challenge from several senior party figures for 
the post of president. Former Finance Munster Kiichi Miyazawa 
has already declared his candidacy. 

Czech deputy premier resigns 

PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovak Deputy Prime Minister Vadac 
Vales, in charge of coordinating economic policy, resigned 
Tuesday after allegations he had links to the once dreaded secret 
police. “I cannot go on Hke this,” Mr. Vales, visibly exhausted, 
told repotters, in broken voice. President Vaclav Havel 
announced Mr. Vales' resignation over what the Czechoslovak 
leader termed a smear campaign in the press and parliament. Mr. 
Havel said that Mr. Vales had twice before offered to resign on 
grounds of poor health but he had persuaded hijn to stay on. 

Nicaragua drops suit against U.S. 

^MANAGUA (R) — Nicaragua said Tuesday it had abandoned a 
world court suit filed by the former Sandixusta government against 
die United States for its role in backing die contra rebels. Foreign 
Minister Enrique Dreyfus read reporters a statement saying that, 
effective from Sept. 12, the Nicaraguan g ov e rn m ent “proceeded 
to discontinue toe process before die International Court of 
Justice,” U.S. officials were “more than content” when told of 
Nkwagoa’s. decision to drop the case, Mr. Dreyfus said. 

U.S.tqseil 18F-16S 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States plans to sell 18 F-16 
fighters to Thailand along with other support equipment $547 
million, the Defence Department said Tuesday. Defence officials 
said Congress had been formally notified of the plan by the 
admini stration of President George Bush and that ft was expected 
to become official in 30 days without objection from lawmakers. 


Solzhenitsyn 'ready to return home’ 


NEW YORK (R) — Soviet dissi- 
dent writer Alexander Solzhenit- 
syn, who survived war, prison 
and cancer to win the Nobel 
Prize, has outlasted hardline 
communism while in exile* and 
says he will return to Ins home- 
land. 

The Soviet Union Tuesday 
cleared the way for the retur n by 
dropping the treason charges it 
had levelled for hzs mufti-volume 
expose of the Soviet prison sys- 
tem, Tbe Gulag Archipelago in 
1974. 

Mr. Solzhenitsyn, 72, said he 
would return, but also said be 
would finish bis current work 
before ending his 17-year-long 
exile, the latest in the series of 
trials that have marked h is life. 

He was a decorated hero dur- 
ing World War II before he was 
sent to a prison camp for criticis- 
ing Stalin while serving on toe 
German front. 

He was released from the camp 
and sprang to fame with the 
appearance in late 1962 of One 
Day in tbe Life of Ivan Deniso- 
vich, a short novel based on his 
labour;* camp experiences. 

The book's publication was 
ordered by Communist Party 
leader Nikita Khrushchev as part 
'of his campaign to discredit Stalin 
and his supporters. 



Alexander Solzhenitsyn 


He developed, then defeated, 
cancer even as official favour was 
being withdrawn for his work. 
After winning the Nobd Prize for 
Literature in 1970 he was de- 
ported and stripped of his Soviet 
ci tiz e n sh ip under hardline Com- 
munist leader Leonid Brezhnev. 

' While in the West he remained 
a steadfast critic of the Soviet 


system as he grew more aacf 
more reclusive on bos estate in 
rural Vermont. 

In cotile he remaned a fierce 
critic of the Soviet Communist 
system and vowed never to return 
until both communism and the 
KGB had collapsed. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
issued a decree last December 
offering to restore Mr. Sobbenit- 
syn’s Sovierdtizenship. starting a 
process that led to the dropping 
of treason charges Tuesday. 

In an i nt e rv iew broadcast last 
week on American television, be 
said, “I was always sure tint I 
would one day return. Before 
these events, under the KGB and 
tbe Gmununist Party I did not 
have the passbifiry to return,” 

Mr. Solzhenitzyn is writing a 
major novel on Soviet life that he 
has been working on for several 
years. Friends said that now that 
be is free to return, be has 
pledged to finish the work as 
quickly as possible. 

“He feels that bis return to 
Russia would be a final return 
and that once time he would be 
engaged in other works ami have 
do time for writing,” a friend 
said. 

Mr. Solzh enits yn has always 
made it dear that he wanted to 
return to die in Russia. 


Italians 


Opposition leader calls 


arrive in 
Albania 
with aid 

VIENNA, Austria (Agencies) — 
A ferry boat filled with food and 
other aid docked Wednesday at 
toe Albanian port of Durres, as a 
large-scale Italian relid effort be- 
gan for die poverty-struck Balkan 
nation. 

Witnesses, speaking from Tira- 
na, the Albanian capital, said toe 
ferry disgorged 200 trucks filled 
with basic goods, part of 2,000 
tonnes of aid scheduled for dis- 
tribution over tbe next three 
months in 27 Albanian districts. 

More than 700 unarmed Italian 
soldiers are scheduled to gp to 
Albania to feed Europe’s poorest 
state. It will be the tost time 
Italian soldiers work on Ataman 
soil since Italian occupation 
shortly before World War II. 

Another boat With 2Q0 soldiers 
was scheduled to arrive later in 
toe day, with 500 more slated to 
disembark by Sept. 20. 

Italy's decision to launch toe 
operation followed a mass exodus 
of Albanian asylum-seekers ear-, 
her this year. 

Meanwhile, the worlds rich in- 
dustrialised countries pledged 
$150 million m emergency aid for 
Europe’s poorest -ountxy Alba- 
nia Tuesday. 

The group of 24 iG24) coun- 
tries, set up to support reform ih_ 
East and Central Europe, made' 
the pledge in response to an 
appeal from Albanian Deputy 
Prime Minister Gramm Pashko. 

“It is intolerable that here in 
Europe, in Albania, children are 
starving — they go to bed each 
night hungry,” he told a G24 
meeting. 

Building road Hnlm and install- 
ing telecommunications were 
essential, Pashko said. “We want 
to be back in Europe. But we 
can’t do it alone,” he said. 


for Aquino impeachment 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
opposition leader Juan Ponce En- 
rfle Wednesday urged the im- 
peachment of President Corazon 
Aquino, saying she had violated 
the c on stit u tion by allowing U.S. 
forces to stay in die country 
without a new treaty. 

“She is liable to impeachment. 
There is dear ground for im- 
peachment,” Sen. Enrile told a 
news conference. 

Sen. Enrile, a leader of the 
main opposition Nationalists 
Party, was one of 12 senators who 
voted Monday to reject a new 
military bases treaty with the 
United States and end an almost 
century-long UJS. military pre- 
sence in the Philippines. 

Sen. Enrile called for impeach- 
ment a day after the government 
w i t hdr ew an order which would 
have forced the United States to 
pull out of Subic Bay Naval Base 
following the expiry of the pre- 
vious lease Monday. 

Asked if he was urging Mrs. 
Aquino’s impeachment. Sen. En- 
rile said: “Yes, I am calling for 
ft.” 

Sen. Enrile, a former defence 
minister and an arch Aquino cri- 
tic, was charged with rebellion 
by her government after a coup 
attempt in December 1989. The 
case is pending before a Manila 
court. He rejects any involve- 
ment. 

He said extension of the stay of 
U.S. forces in the country re- 
ft two-thirds vote of the 
under the - 1987 constitu- 
tion which had superseded pre- 
vious agreements relating to 
American military presence. 

Sen. Emile, speaking in his law 
office with a photograph behind 
him of bis release after a brief 
spell in jail last year, suggested 
that U.S. forces be given a six- 
month withdrawal period. 

Press Undersecretary Horado 
Paredes told reporters Mrs. 


Aquino had done nothing that 
would make her liable for im- 
peachment. 

“The fact that she didn't bow 
down to the Senate's decision 
winch dearly defied the people’s 
will is not an impeachable act,” 
he said, adding that Sen. Enrile 
does not “have the numbers” to 
push through an impeachment 
motion. 

Under the co ns t i t u tion, pro- 
ceeding? to impeach Mrik Aquino 
could be launched by 25 per cent 
of die members of the House of 
Representatives. Smaller parties 
in the house were' studying 
whether they could achieve that 
'number. Sen. Enrile said. 

The house is dominated by 
Mrs. Aquino's ruling coalition. 

“This is downright treaso- 
nous,” Sen. Enrile sard; referring 
to the government’s decision to 
allow U.S. forces to stay until a 
referend u m is held on the future 
of Subic Bay. 

Mrs. Aquino, defying the Sen- 
ate, has said she plains to call the 
referendum possibly by Decem- 
ber to overturn the Senate verdict 
cm the treaty. 

Earlier, Senate President Jbvi- 
to Salonga urged Mrs. Aquino to 
accept defeat graciously in her 
battle to keep the bases, saying 
she faced popular wrath if she did 
not give in. 

“Your first and last fidelity is to 
toe constitution. Once you dis- 
card the con sti t uti on, the people 
might discard your government,” 
said Sen. Salonga, who led the 
Senate in voting to reject the 
accord which would have given 
the United States use of Subic for 
10 more years while giving up 
volcano-damaged Clark Air 
Base. 

“What I wish would happen is 
that the president, with grace and 
huunfity, (would) accept tiie deci- 
sion of the Senate,” Sen. Salonga 
said in a radio interview. 



Seoul hails long-delayed entry to U.N. 

9 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea, 
rebuffed eight times, celebrated 
Wednesday its long-delayed entry 
to the United Nations, seen by 
many as a possible stepping stone 
to reunification of the divided 
Korean peninsula. 

“The government joins the en- 
tire nation in celebrating the fact 
that the 46th General Assembly 
of the United Nations unani- 
mously voted today to admit both 
South and North Korea into tbe 
world body, thereby making this 
republic its 161st member,” said 
■Minister of Information Choi 
Chang-Yoon. 

But underlying tiie hope lies 
bitterness that it took so long to 
admit a country of 42 million 
people to the world body that 
sent troops to fight on the South's 
side in the 1950-53 Korean War. 

“We applied eight times and 
failed while watching smaller 
countries walking in,” said a 
South Korean diplomat recently 
returned from an overseas post- 
ing. 


however, not the past For Pres 
dent Roh Tae-Woo, simt 
faoeous North-South entry to d 
United Nations vindicates h 
policy of “nordpolitik.” 
Admission to the United N 
tk»s crowns three years of adq 
diplomatic footwork on the pa 
of South Korea to take advantaj 
of the thawing in the cold war i 
northeast Aria to woo Pyoi 
gyang’s wartime allies, the Sovii 
Union and China. 


South Korea’s successful 


bridge-building efforts neutral- 
ised the threat of a Communist 
veto that had blocked Seoul’s 
entry in the past, backing isola- 
tionist North Korea into a corner. 

Unable to rely on its one-time 
allies, Pyongyang was fenced to 
apply independently to thee Un- 
ited Nations or remain out in the 
cold. 

Meanwhile the president of tbe 
three Baltic states, newly admit- 
ted to the United Nations, chided 
their former Soviet ma sters Tues- 
day over problems stemming 
from 51 years of rule by Moscow. 

They addressed the General 
Assembly shortly after it wel- 
comed Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania as new members, 
together with North and South 
Korea and the Pacific Maud 
states of Micronesia and tiie Mar- 
shall Islands. 

Saudi Arabian U.N. repre- 
sentative Samir Sbibabi, 66, a 
veteran Palestinian-born diplo- 
mat, was elected earlier to pres- 
ide over the 46th annual assembly 
session, easily defeating two 
other candidates. 

He obtained 83 votes to 47 for 
Papua New Guinea’s Foreign 
Minister Sfr Michael Somare and 
20 for Yemeni U.N. envoy 
Abdalla A1 Ashtal. 

Lithuanian President Vytantas 
Landsbergjs. in a speech to the 
world body now 166 strong, said 
be was concerned by the con- 
tinued presence of Soviet troops 
in Lithuania. 

“Our joy today is tempered by 


the presence still of a foreign 
military who entered into our 
country in 1940 and for whose 
swift withdrawal we seek your 
support,” he said. 

Referring to the period of 
forced incorporation, into the 
Soviet Union. Mr. Landsbergjs 
said, “We . believed in simple, or 
should Z say fundamental, things 
— truth and justice. We believed 
that injury and inj us tice could last 
years or deca d es or longer — but 
not forever.” 


President Arnold Rnutel of 
Estonia, stressing his country’s 
relations with the Soviet Union 
would be “absolutely friendly,” 
also said they would “depend 
very much on tbe development of 
democratic forces and traditions 
in Russia, and the Soviet Union.” 

Estonia was “quite concerned 
about the large number of foreign 
troops currently on Estonian 
seal” and. hoped this would be 
resolved quickly, as with Poland, 
Hungary and other East Euro- 
pean c o u ntri es, he said. 

Latvia’s President Anatolijs 
Gorbunovs said that “due to the 


the former regime, Latvians ... 
are on the verge of beconting-a 
minority in their own honxtiand.” 
Calling for moral, fmantini mg 
economic support from the' world 
community, be said: “The people 
and state of Lativa share a bitter 
historical experience which has 
taught us a great deaL Let this be 
our contribution to tiie experi- 
ence of all mankind.” 





Well-bred top dog 
required for 
London show 

LONDON (R) — A top London 
theatre began auctions far a rale 
that asp i ring actors can rcafiysafc 
their teeth into. The Awwyri 
Theatre is casting for a corgi to 
play the role of one of Gueea 
Elizabeth's adored dogs in a chil- 
dren's play opening in December. 
Five corgis amfitiomng for tb£. 
part kicked one attnbut c tor 
which the queen’s canine com- 
panions are notorious — . a pen- 
chant for biting the royal hud 
that feeds than. In March, the 
queen needed three stitches on 
her band when she was bitten by 
one of ber corgis. The queen 
mother’s chauffeur was also 
bitten. 

Nobody knows 
names of thieves 
who knocked over 
Cheers 

BOSTON (R) — It may be the 
place where everybody knows 
your name — as tiie sig na t ure 
tune says — but nobody knows 
who robbed the Bull And Finch, 
tbe Boston bar that inspired the 
hit U.S. television series Obeen. 
Tbe Bull And Finch h$s became 
one of Boston’s most popular 
tourist attractions since it became 
the setting for the tong-running 
comedy. But police say one set of 
visitors was highly un we lco me — 
the two armed thieves knocked 
out one employee with a bottle, 
threatened the manager with a 
crowbar and made off with what 
one report said was at least 
$50,000. The place was robbed 
two weeks ago but ft became 
public knowledge only Tuesday, 
when it was reported by the 
Boston Herald. 

Dutch grave-digger 1 
suspended for not ' 
digging deep 
enough 

AMSTERDAM (R) — A Dutch 
grave-digger has been suspended 
for not digging deep enough. A 
bereaved family complained but 
week that a relative's remains bad 
been btiried only 20 cm (four 
indies) below ground level. The 
legal minimum depth is 65 cm (26 
inches), police in Moergessei in 
tbe southern Netherlands said 
Tuesday. The grave-di^er said he 
could not bury the coffin any 
deeper because there was another ~ 
casket below it. The church which 
suspended him declined comment 
“for reasons of piety.” 

Mix-up leaves 
son talking 
to wrong ashes 

LONDON (R) — A grieving son 
wbo has spent two months talking 
to ashes he thought were those of 
his dead mother has been tokl her 
remains are still at the cremator- 
ium. “Wbo have I been talking to 
for tbe past seven weeks if it 
wasn’t by mum? bachelor Lea 
Farhali, 51, was quoted as saying 
in the Sun newspaper Monday. 
Tiie Sim said tiie crematorium 
told Farhali tbe ashes of his late 
mother Ivy would be scattered 
unless he dahned them. They 
have not revealed whose re man s 
he received by mistake. “Some 
people have told me just to damp 
them on the roses, but I can’t do 
that,” said Farhali. 

Art critic’s 
Picassos go to 
auction 

PARIS (AP) — Tbe private col- 
lection of art critic Maurice Rayn- 
al, including the first prelanin a iy 
study for Picasso’s Demoiselles 
<F Avignon, goes to the auction 
block in November. Raynai, who 
Bved among the artists of Mont- 
martre aim Montparnasse, was 
France’s most ardent defender of 
p nfa si m . Ten Important works, 
including portraits of irfww-if *nd 
his wife by Juan Gris, and Picas- 
so’s Guitare Montrouge (1918), 
wfll be sold on Nov. 28 at tbe 
Drouot-Montaigc auction house, 
Raynai discovered Picasso work- 
ing atone in his studio ax the 
Batea u La voir, ago afeemg over 
what would eventually become 
Les Demoiselles <T Avignon, one 
of his most famous painting. Tbe 
critic became Picasso's most 
vigtmns supporter, and by way 
of thanks, the Spaniard gave bwn 
a colour drawing — . his first 
sketch for Les Demoiselles. Hie 
drawing, never before sold, a 
expected to fetch about yaw/W) 
Rayual lectured on Picasso at the 
Rex Theatre and was nearly 
booed off the stage. When be 
later expressed admirati on for ' 
Guitare Montrouge, painted wife 
rand, Picasso said, “Take ft if m 
want it” It is expected to b rim 
nearly SI mfllkm. 




